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PROCEEDINGS 


EHODE    ISL/VND    HISTOHICAL    SOCIETY, 


SPECIAL   MEETING. 


Providence,  INInrch  2,  1875. 

A  meeting  was  held  this  evening  at  8  o'clock,  Vice  Presi- 
dent Allen  in  the  chair. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  read  and  approved. 

Hon.  Thomas  C.  Amory,  of  Boston,  read  a  paper  on  the 
military  movements  in  Rhode  Island  during  the  year  1778, 
with  the  special  ol)ject  of  vindicating  the  character  of  ^Major- 
General  Sullivan  from  imputations  made  b}'  a  distinguished 
American  historian.  Mr.  Amory  described  the  localities, 
personages,  and  prominent  incidents  of  the  campaign,  and 
proved  that  if  the  French  fleet  had  returned  as  requested  on 
the  20th  of  August,  Newport  might  have  surrendered.  In 
the  short  space  of  three  weeks,  Sullivan,  with  two  brigades 
from  the  regular  army,  had  gathered  a  force  of  9,000  men. 
There  were  at  least  half  that  number  on  the  fleet  avaihUjle  for 
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land  operations;  and  the  British  garrison,  not  more  than 
7,000,  was  not  in  condition  for  prolonging  resistance.  Fail- 
ing in  receiving  the  needed  co-operation  of  the  French  fleet 
under  D'Estaign,  which  had  sailed  for  Boston,  and  a  re-en- 
forcement of  the  enemy  from  New  York  being  momentarily 
expected,  Sullivan  withdrew  his  forces  from  the  island.  Gen- 
eral Lafayette  pronounced  the  buttle  at  Butt's  Hill  to  bo  the 
best  fought  battle  of  the  war.  Though  the  speaker  occupied 
nearly  two  hours,  he  held  the  undivided  attention  of  the  large 
audience  during  the  entire  time. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Seth  Padelford,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  Hon.  Thomas  C. 
Amoiy  for  his  valuable  and  scholarly  paper. 

Pending  the  vote,  Yice  President  Allen  offered  some  per- 
tinent remarks  in  honor  of  the  commander  of  the  French 
squadron  who  was  censured  at  the  time  for  not  remaining  to 
cooperate  with  Sullivan. 

Mr.  Georo;e  T.  Paine  exhibited  three  medals  that  have 
special  reference  to  this  part  of  American  history. 

The  Secretar}'-  gave  notice  that  Mr.  William  J.  Miller,  of 
Bristol,  would  read  a  paper  on  Philip  of  Pokanoket,  and  the 
Wampanoags,  on  the  Kith  of  March. 

•  Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'?/. 
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SPECIAL  ]\IEETIXG. 


Providence,  March  IG,  1875. 

A  meeting  held  this  evening  was  called  to  order  by  Vice 
President  Allen,  at  a  quarter  before  8  o'clock.  After  hear- 
ins:  the  readinsj  of  the  record  of  the  last  meeting,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam  J.  Miller,  of  Bristol,  read  before  the  Society  his  second 
paper  on  Philip  of  Pokanoket,  and  the  Wampanoags.  AFr. 
Miller  gave  a  racy  description  of  the  various  persons,  cir- 
cumstances and  events  that  helped  bring  on  the  tragic 
scejies  belonging  to  King  Philip's  war,  wdiich  will  constitute 
the  subject  of  his  third  paper,  reserved  for  another  evening's 
entertainment.  The  paper  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the 
audience,  which  was  large,  despite  the  rain  and  bad  walking. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "William  A.  Mowry,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Miller  for  his  interesting  and  val- 
uable paper,  and  a  copy  was  requested  for  the  archives  of  the 
Society.  While  this  resolution  was  pending,  critical  and 
complimentary  remarks  were  otJered  by  Messrs.  jNIowry, 
Allen  and  Perry. 

Vice  President  Allen  referred  to  the  ruinous  condition  of 
Slate  Rock,  and  suggested  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  measures  to  prevent  the  obliteration  of  this  remarkable 
landmark  of  our  State.  He  was  in  turn  reminded  that  he 
was  already  one  of  a  committee  appointed  for  this  express 
object,  and  the  committee  were  requested  to  report  forth- 
with. Dr.  Grosvenor  supported  this  motion  with  pertinent 
and  spirited  remarks. 

Mr.  Frank  Butts  was  announced  to  read  an  account  of  the 


14  EHODE   TSLAXD   HISTORICAL   SOCIETY. 

loss  of  the   first  Monitor,  at  the  next  meeting,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  April. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'y. 


QUARTERLY  MEETING. 


Providence,  April  G,  1875. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  this  evening  at  7i  o'clock. 
Vice  President  Allen  in  the  chair. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  read  and  accepted. 

The  Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  announced  donations, 
and  stated  that  twelve  hundred  had  been  received  during  the 
last  quarter. 

Mr.  Allen  made  a  partial  report  in  behalf  of  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Society  to  co-operate  in  securing  as  a  public 
square.  Slate  Rock  and  the  land  immediately  about  it.  A 
carefully  prepared  plan  of  the  proposed  Slate  Rock  Square 
Avill  soon  be  completed  and  laid  before  the  Society. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
on  the  nomination  of  new  members,  the  following  persons 
were  elected  : 

Resident  Members.— Albert  G.  Angell,  William  A.  GrisAvold,  William 
O.  Sherman,  Robert  Barton,  Herbert  F.  Hinckley,  Samuel  G.  Trippe,  Sul- 
livan Monlton,  William  H.  Hopkins,  Robert  H.  I.  Gannnell,  and  William 
Ames,  of  rrovideuce;  and  William  Wanton  Dunnell,  of  Pawtncket. 
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CoRRESPONDixG  MEMBERS. — Col.  Percy  Daniel,  of  AVorcester,  Charles 
H.  Russell,  of  New  York,  James  C.  Brevort,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Frank  B.  Butts  read  n  paper  giving  a  vivid  descrip- 
tion of  the  battle  i)et\veen  the  Merrimack  and  the  Monitor, 
and  the  loss  of  the  latter  vessel  off  Cape  Hatteras  in  18G2. 
The  account  coming  from  one  who  took  an  active  part  in  the 
scenes  which  he  depicted,  was  listened  to  with  breathless  in- 
terest. At  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
B.  F.  Pabodie,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered  to  Mr.  Butts  for  liis 
graphic  and  thrilling  account  of  the  battle  of  the  Monitor,  and  its  founder- 
ing off  Cape  Hatteras,  and  that  a  copy  be  requested  for  the  Society. 

While  the  above  resolution  was  pending,  Rev.  E.  M. 
Stone  and  Vice  President  Allen  made  some  pertinent  remarks 
on  the  w'onderfid  mechanical  skill  displayed  during  the  war, 
calling  attention  to  some  providential  circumstances  on  which 
apparently  depended  the  life  of  the  nation. 

Dr.  Parsons  made  a  verbal  report  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  institute  measures  for  the  observance  of 
the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  King  Philip's  war.  He 
said  arrangements  are  being  made  for  an  excursion  to  Mount 
Hope  about  the  20th  of  June,  and  another  to  Kingston  during 
the  summer. 

The  Secretary  read  a  paper  prepared  by  Richard  M.  Sher- 
man, Esq.,  narrating  certain  events  that  occurred  about  his 
(Mr.  Sherman's)  grandfathers  house  in  connection  with  the 
battle  of  Rhode  Island  in  1778. 

It  was  announced  that  Hon.  Abraham  Payne  will  give  at 
the  next  meeting  his  recollections  of  certain  deceased  mem- 
bers of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar.  The  meeting  was  adjourned 
till  Tuesday  evening,  the  13th  inst. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'y. 
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ADJOURNED   MEETING. 


Providence,  April  13,  1875. 

The  adjourned  meeting  was  culled  to  order  at  8  o'clock. 
Vice  President  Allen  in  the  chair.  After  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting,  on  motion,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  ou  Grounds  aud  Buildiugs  be  authorized  to 
provide  shelves  to  meet  the  Avauts  of  the  Society. 

Vice  President  Allen  read  a  paper  commemorative  of  the 
life  and  services  of  James  Burrill,  the  jurist  and  senator,  and 
concluded  his  sketch  by  giving,  in  reply  to  enquiries  made  by 
members  of  the  Society,  several  anecdotes  illustrative  of  Mr. 
Burrill's  character. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wanton  R.  Hazard, 
of  New  York,  suggesting  that  an  effort  be  made  to  procure 
the  "  General  aud  Regimental  Order  Book  of  Major-Gencral 
Sullivan's  military  operations  in  Rhode  Island  in   1778." 

The  Secietary  also  read  a  biographical  sketch  of  the  late 
Governor  William  Jones,  written  by  Governor  Jones'  grand- 
son, Mr.  William  J.  Hoppin,  of  New  York. 

Also,  a  sketch  of  the  life  and  services  of  Dr.  Peter  Turner, 
who  was  a  surgeon  in  the  revolutionary  army,  written  by  his 
grandson.  Dr.  Henrj  E.  Turner,  of  Newpoit.  The  papers 
here  follow  : 

MEMOIR   OF   JAMES   BUKRILL,  Esq. 

[by    HON.    ZACIIAUIAII   ALLEN.] 

I  anticipated  enjoying  witli  yon,  this  evening,  the  pleasure  of  listening 
to  the  graphic  recollections  of  distinguished  Rhode  Island  jurists,  which 


MEMOIR    OF    JAMES    BURRILL.  17 

Abraham  Payne,  Esq.,  promised  to  give  us.  We  are  unfortunately  disap- 
pointed by  liis  unexpected  detention  in  Washington.  To  avoid  postpon- 
ing the  meeting  I  liave  been  requested  to  give  a  biographical  sketch  of 
some  members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar,  who  flourishetl  and  passed  away 
before  ]Mr.  Payne's  time;  for  having  been  a  law  student,  and  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  5'ear  ISlo,  I  believe  mj'  name  now  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
list  as  the  oldest  lawyer  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar.  I  studied  law  in  the  office 
of  James  Burrill,  Esq.,  who  was  at  that  time  an  eminent  jurist,  rcnuirka- 
ble  for  his  intelligence  and  social  intluence.  As  no  biographical  record  of 
his  life  has  ever  been  published,  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  offer  a  just  tribute  to  the 
memor}^  of  a  man  who  once  stood  peerless  in  his  native  State  as  a  jurist 
and  statesnum.  I  have  obtained  from  Mr.  Charles  Dauforth  some  notes 
relating  to  the  life  of  James  Burrill,  that  were  written  by  his  father,  the 
late  Walter  R.  Dauforth,  who  was  also  a  student  in  the  same  oflice,  and 
was  wont  to  call  Mr.  Burrill  his  instructor  aud  friend.  Sharing  these  sen- 
timents of  respect  aud  honor,  I  have  hastily  combined  some  of  Mr.  Dan- 
forth's  data  with  my  own  recollections  in  "A  Mkmoiual  oi"  tiik  Like  ov 
James  Burrill." 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  Avas  born  in  Providence,  in  the  year  1772, 
and  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1788.  At  the  early  age  of  nineteen 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  law  in  tlie  State  Cotirts,  where  he  obtained 
eminent  distinction  for  his  ability.  He  was  soon  elected  by  the  people 
Attornej'  General,  and  continued  to  be  reelected  to  this  odice  through  all 
the  vicissitudes  of  parties,  until  his  failing  health  impelled  him  to  Avith- 
draw  in  May,  1813.  The  legislature,  on  receiving  his  resignation,  unani- 
mously passed  a  vote  of  thanks  fo^-  his  faithful  services,  with  expressions 
of  esteem  for  his  individual  character.  In  the  same  year  Mr.  Burrill  was 
elected  i)y  the  people  a  Representative  in  the  General  Assembly,  over 
whicli  he  was  chosen  to  preside  as  Speaker.  In  18 IG  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rliode  Island,  and  in 
1817  he  was  elected  Senator  in  Congress.  In  this  office  he  did  honor  to 
himself  and  to  his  native  State. 

The  residence  of  Mr.  Burrill  was  a  large  house,  standing  on  the  spot 
now  occupied  by  the  Butler  Exchange.  In  the  same  building  was  his  law 
office.  Here  many  students  plumed  their  wings,  before  they  took  flight  in 
the  nusty  atmosphere  of  the  law.  At  that  time  the  rear  Avindow  of  the 
office  opened  upon  a  vegetable  garden  and  the  placid  Avatcrs  of  the  cove, 
AAiiere  now  stand  tlie  towering  pinnacles  of  the  north  front  of  the  Butler 
Exchange. 

My  earliest  impression  of  tiie  importance  of  an  exact  use  of  colkxpiial, 
as  Avell  as  legal  terms,  was  instructively  obtained  from  a  garden  scene 
that  here  occurred.  On  a  pleasant  morning,  Avhen  tlie  vernal  sunshine 
caused  the  bnds  and  blossoms  to  sjn-ing  forth,  Mr.  Burrill  ordered  his  ser- 
vant to  put  the  garden  in  order,  and  "  dig  up  the  asparagus  bed,"  on  which 
he  relied  for  a  supply  of  liis  most  favorite  vegetable.  Visiting  the  garden 
in  the  afternoon,  he  was  astonished  to  tind  all  the  roots  taken  up  aud  piled 
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in  a  heap  in  the  middle  of  the  bed.  Calling  his  servant  to  acconnt  for  de- 
stroyinii:  tliis  lonij;  cherished  plantation,  the  man  replied,  "  You  ordered  me 
to  diri  up  tlie  bed,  and  I  did  it.  If  j'ou  Avished  to  have  tlie  bed  dur/  over, 
why  did  you  not  say  so?"  The  astute  lawyer  yielded  to  the  defendant's 
plea,  and  submitted  without  a  replication.  Tliis  was  the  only  instance  I 
remember  of  the  disturbance  of  his  usual  equanimity. 

In  reviewing  the  life  of  James  Burrill  as  a  jurist,  it  appears  that  no  man 
of  the  Khode  Island  Bar  ever  rose  so  rapidly  to  eminence,  and  so  speedily 
obtained  controlling  influence  over  courts  and  juries  by  no  other  means 
than  his  candid  fairness  in  argument  and  his  direct  appeals  to  reason.  He 
possessed  a  remarkably  retentive  memory,  and  all  he  read  was  treasured 
up  for  ready  use  in  extemporaneous  speaking.  AA'ith  a  reflned  literary 
taste  he  took  great  delight  in  the  charms  of  poetry.  The  poems  of  "  the 
great  unknown,"  as  the  writer  of  "  Marmion,"  the  "  Lady  of  the  Lake," 
and  of  tlie  "Minstrel,"  was  called,  were  favorites  of  his  leisure  moments, 
and  the  dull  i-outine  of  a  laborious  life  was  often  cheered  bj'  the  Avritiugs 
of  the  old  novelists.  Fielding,  Sraollet,  Richardson,  Eadclifte,  Barney  Dar- 
blay,  and  others.  To  economize  time  he  avoided  a  devotion  to  works  of 
fancj^  as  indulged  in  bj'  many,  who  pore  over  the  leaves  of  fascinating 
novels.  He  rapidly  culled  the  flowers,  which  lie  retained  in  vivid  fresh- 
ness, and  was  ever  ready  to  furnisli,  for  tlie  gratification  of  others,  bouquets 
from  the  beautiful  parterres  he  liad  traversed.  He  would  rise  from  the 
perusal  of  liumorous  sketches  of  character  and  graphically  reliearse  tlie 
most  pointed  incidents,  accompanied  by  his  peculiarly  hearty  and  musical 
laugh,  which  never  failed  to  be  contagious,  exciting  in  all  around  him  re- 
sponsive good  humor.  His  happiness  appeared  to  consist  in  making 
othei's  happy.  The  popularity  resulting  from  his  colloquial  powers  added 
to  his  fame,  and  Avas  ever  sustained  by  his  classically  chaste  use  of  Anglo- 
Saxon  words.  Even  minute  exactitude  was  always  observed  in  rightly 
using  the  articles  a  or  «»,  Avith  a  marked  aversion  to  the  Yorkshire  dialect, 
in  which  these  articles  are  perversely  interchanged. 

Though  a  well  read  lawyer,  IVIr.  Burrill  did  not  rely  entirely  on  prece- 
dents He  steadily  kept  in  vieAV,  to  guide  his  course,  the  staiulard  princi- 
ples of  legal  science  and  of  equitj\  He  was  kind  in  his  domestic  relations  ; 
attentive  to  professional  business,  and  careful  in  all  his  financial  concerns. 

Though  eminently  distinguished  as  an  elegant  and  powerful  speaker,  yet 
as  a  writer  he  was  little  known.  No  Fourth  of  July  orations  or  addresses 
on  public  occasions  appear  in  print,  and  as  the  ready  art  of  stenography 
was  then  unknown,  his  eloquence  vanished  in  the  thin  air  he  breathed,  or 
now  survives  only  in  the  memory  of  the  few  who  heard  him.  The  only 
publication  extant  of  his  writings  appears  in  the  preface  to  a  volume  of 
poems  by  Lyden  Arnold. 

Mr.  Bnri'ill  had  a  frail  physical  organization.  Soon  after  commencing 
the  practice  of  law,  he  became  so  extremely  reduced  (as  he  himself  stated) 
that  he  was  compelled  for  a  time  to  withdraw  from  his  professional  pur- 
suits for  relief  by  change  of  climate  and  traveling.     By  strict  attention, 
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however,  to  sauitaiy  rules,  lie  acquired  the  health  aud  vigor  which  sus- 
tained his  active  career  as  an  eminent  lawyer,  judge,  and  senator,  and 
which  enabled  him  to  energetically  display  the  intellectual  powers  that 
threw  around  him  a  halo  of  splendor  in  all  the  offices  he  sustained.  In 
the  later  years  of  his  lii'e  Mr.  IJurrill  indulged  his  taste  for  agricultural  im- 
provements; and,  coml)ining  profit  with  pleasure,  gave  some  attention  to 
the  ingenious  operations  of  cotton  manufactures. 

Mr.  Burrill  was  employed  by  the  cotton  manufacturers  of  Khode  Island 
to  present  their  Jlemorial  to  Congress  for  the  protection  of  the  domestic 
industry  which  had  vigorously  sprung  into  existence  during  the  embargo 
and  non-intercourse  laws,  and  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 

In  obtaining  the  Tariff'  for  the  protection  of  domestic  manufactures,  Mr. 
Burrill  stated  to  me  that  he  was  most  efficientU'  aided  by  the  distinguished 
statesman,  John  C.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  who  manifested  patriotic 
zeal  for  rendering  his  country  independent  of  foreign  nations  for  the  sup- 
ply of  necessary  clothing;  for  the  country  had  suffered  great  privations 
during  the  war. 

His  aid  was  all  important;  for  the  merchants  of  Boston  aud  other  cities 
were  strenuously  in  favor  of  free  trade.  But  after  being  iuvited  to  visit 
Walthara,  to  witness  the  success  of  the  manufactures  lie  had  aided  in 
encouraging,  Mr.  Calhouu  suddenly  comprehended  the  prosperity  aud 
wealth  which  NewEuglaud  would  gaiu  from  combining  manuiactures  with 
commerce,  aud  anticipated  the  consequent  political  power  in  controlling  the 
Federal  Government  adversely  to  the  peculiar  southern  institution  of 
slavery.  From  that  time  he  opposed  all  tariff"  laws,  and  iuaugurtited  a 
systematic  opposition  to  northern  supremacy.  He  then  commenced  traiu- 
ing  the  youthful  politicians  who  ffually  attempted  to  dissolve  the  confed- 
eracy which  the}'  could  not  control. 

Ill  after  times  Mr.  Burrill  had  occasion  to  resist  the  aggressive  assaults 
of  southern  politiciaus,  and  only  a  few  days  before  his  sudden  death,  he 
fearlesslj'  said  to  his  threatening  opponents  :  "  I  fear  no  ominous  warnings 
in  maintainiug  the  cause  of  justice." 

The  appreciation  of  Mr.  Burrill's  services  as  a  national  statesman  was 
manifested  by  the  extraordinary  marks  of  respect  manifested  by  announc- 
ing his  death  from  the  pulpits  of  most  of  the  churches  in  AVashington, 
during  the  morning  service,  and  by  the  tolling  of  the  bells  from  the  close 
of  the  morning  service  to  a  late  hour  in  the  evening;  and  even  b}-  the  dis- 
play of  the  flags  at  half  mast  at  the  Alarm  Posts. 

In  describing  his  senatorial  career,  Mr.  Walsh,  the  editor  of  the  National 
Gazette,  stated:  "He  approached  his  public  duty  with  a  feeling  of  religious 
obligation  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  it  by  unwearied  industry  and  per- 
fect candor.  Xo  man  has  appeared  in  Congress  of  a  more  upright,  amiable 
and  intelligent  character.  During  his  career  in  the  Senate  he  made  him- 
self master  of  the  national  domestic  econoni)',  and  of  the  foreign  interests, 
in  all  their  details.  His  elocution  may  be  described  as  clear,  manlj'  aud 
vigorous  in  an  uncommou  degree.    Affectation,  artifice,  and  ambitious  dis- 


20  RHODE    ISLAND     HISTORICAL     SOCIETY. 

plaj--  were  never  iiiaiiifest  in  his  conduct.     A  more  natural  and  unexcep- 
tionable st>le  of  speaking  and  of  action,  could  not  be  conceived." 

"He  was  a  man  without  guile;  whose  amiable  (jualities  disarmed  his 
political  opponents  of  all  animosity." 

In  his  native  town,  on  announcing  the  death  of  Mr.  Burrill,  the  public 
journals  were  l)ordered  with  black,  as  a  token  of  mourning.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Providence  Countj' Bar,  Sanuiel  W.  Bridghara,  Esq.,  in  an- 
nouncing to  the  court  the  demise  of  Mr.  Burrill,  said  :  "  A  great  man  has 
fallen.  His  native  town  and  State,  and  the  couutrj'  at  large,  are  seusiblj' 
affected,  and  deeply  deplore  his  early  exit.  At  home  and  abroad,  in  private 
and  in  puljlic  life,  his  usefulness  was  appreciated." 

In  reply  tlie  presldiug  judge  is  reported  to  have  said  :  "  I  realize  that  a 
great  man  has  fiiUen,  who  has  been  a  blessing  to  the  State  and  nation." 

Among  his  descendants,  representing  the  forensic  powers  of  his  ances- 
tor, is  George  WilHam  Curtis,  of  New  York.  The  estimable  families  of 
William  Fearing,  and  of  our  present  Judge  Burgos,  in  Rhode  Island,  are 
descendants  of  Mr.  Burrill. 

As  a  recognition  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Burrill  in  securing  a  division  of 
the  town  of  Glocester,  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  township  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  State,  gave  it  the  name  of  BurrillvlUe;  which  will  i)er- 
petuate  his  name.  Mr.  Burrill  died  on  Christmas  day,  in  the  year  1820, 
during  his  term  of  service  as  Senator  in  Washington.  In  conformity  with 
the  custom  of  showing  respect  to  those  who  thus  die  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  he  was  liouored  with  a  public  funeral,  and  his  ashes  now  peace- 
fully rest  under  a  moiuiment  in  the  Congressional  Cemetery. 

MK.   HAZARD'S   LETTER. 

New  Yokk,  March  30th,  1875. 
Hox.  Amos  Pekry  :  Dear  Sir. — In  conversation  with  a  friend  of  mine, 
Josiah  Fletcher,  Esq.,  Attorney  at  Law,  229  Broadway,  about  the  early 
history  of  Rhode  Island,  he  incidentally  remarked  that  he  had  in  his  pos- 
session the  Original  General  and  Regimental  Order  Book  of  Major-General 
Sullivan's  military  operations  in  Rhode  Island,  left  to  him  bj'  one  of  his 
ancestors,  Avho  was  an  officer  in  the  army  of  General  Sullivan  in  his 
attempt  to  recapture  Newport  from  the  British  foi'ces,  then  in  their  posses- 
sion, but  which  resulted  in  his  repulse  and  retreat  to  Tiverton,  and  then  to 
Providence  as  his  heacUiuarters,  the  army  being  stationed  at  different  posts 
between  those  two  places.  I  borrowed  it  for  perusal,  and  find  on  reading 
that  the  French  fleet  then  lay  in  the  harbor  of  Newport,  but  left  before  the 
battle,  which  caused  some  depression  in  the  feeling  of  the  arm}^  but  Gen- 
eral Lafayette  remained  and  commanded  the  left  wing.  Order  of  Battle 
which  took  place  August  29,  1778,  was  as  follows,  viz.  :  Brigadier-General 
Varnum  commanded  the  right  wing  of  the  first  line.  Brigadier-General 
Glover  the  left  wing  of  the  first  line.  Hon.  Major-General  Hancock,  the 
second  line,  and  Colonel  West  the  reserves. 
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Major-Geueral  Greene  commanded  the  right  wing  of  tlie  whole  army,  and 
Major-General  tlie  Marquis  De  Lafayette  the  left  -wing  of  the  whole  army  ; 
and  ]\[ajor-General  John  Sullivan,  Commander-in-Chief.  A  number  of 
familiar  names,  as  IJrigadier-Generals  and  Colonels,  with  their  commands 
and  posts,  are  mentioned,  all  of  Avhich  must  be  very  interesting  to  those 
who  are  familiar  with  the  early  history  of  Eliode  Island  and  the  promi- 
nent men  of  that  period;  and  especially  so,  some  of  General  Sullivan's 
orders  of  the  day  are  very  elo(|uent  and  patriotic,  as  is  also  interesting 
the  records  of  the  courts-martial  and  executions.  Now  it  occurred  to  me 
tliat  tin's  book  might  be  a  link  in  the  chain  of  the  history  of  Rhode  Island 
important  to  be  secured  for  the  Historical  Society,  if  it  is  not  already  in 
tlieir  possession,  and  I  know  of  no  one  so  likely  to  be  informed  on  that 
subject  as  yourself.  Should  you  find  it  so,  and  wish  the  loan  of  the  book, 
you  can  address  Mr.  Fletcher  on  the  subject.  It  is,  of  course,  in  writing, 
and  in  a  good  state  of  i>reservation  for  a  book  that  went  through  the  war, 
and  kept  to  this  time,  now  nearly  one  hundred  years ;  and  I  suggest  the 
idea  of  a  celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  battle  on  that 
2!lth  day  of  August,  1878. 

Please  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  addressing  you   on  the  subject,  and 
all  imperfections  in  this  hasty  sketch.     With  great  respect, 
Yours  trul}', 

W\A.NTOX  R.  HAZARD, 

306  East  Fourteenth  Street. 

IIox.  Amos  Peiiky,  Prov.,  R.  I. 
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[HY    HON.    WILLIAM    VV.    HOPPIX.] 

William  Jones  was  born  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  on  the  8th  day  of 
October,  1753.  His  grandfather,  Thomas  Jones,  came  from  Wales,  and 
his  father,  after  whom  he  was  named,  like  many  other  Rhode  Islanders  of 
that  day,  entered  into  the  privateering  service  in  the  war  against  France, 
and  died  in  1750,  First  Lieutenant  of  a  famous  vessel,  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough. His  mother  was  left  a  widow  at  the  age  of  thirty-one,  with  five 
children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  fourth.  But  little  is 
known  respecting  his  earlj'.life,  but  it  is  evident  that  he  received  a  fair 
education  and  bore  a  good  character,  because  in  January,  1776,  when  he 
was  only  23  years  old,  he  obtained  a  commission  as  Lieutenant  in  Bab- 
cock's  (afterwards  Lippitt's)  regiment,  which  had  just  been  raised  by  the 
General  .\ssembly,  for  the  AVar  of  Independence.  It  is  said  by  one  who 
knew  the  facts,  that  young  Jones  "  might  have  had  a  company,  but  dilH- 
dent  of  his  own  ([ualifications,  as  he  had  never  seen  any  military  service, 
he  declined  a  Captain's  commission."  This,  however,  was  given  to  him  in 
September  of  the  same  year,  at  the  time  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  join 
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the  main  ami}'.  It  was  issued  by  tlie  Delegates  of  tlie  Uuited  Colonies, 
and  signed  by  John  Hancock,  President,  and  Charles  Thompson,  Secretary. 
It  constituted  its  recipient  "  Captain  of  the  second  company  in  the  second 
regiment  of  the  brigade  raised  l)y  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  and 
■which  hath  been  taken  into  continental  pay,  and  is  now  part  of  the  army 
of  the  United  Colonies,  raised  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty  and  for 
repelling  any  hostile  invasion  thereof"  This  commission,  as  well  as  the 
others  given  to  Mr.  Jones,  were  kept  by  him  in  a  small  silk  case,  which  he 
wore  under  his  clothing,  suspended  to  his  neck,  and  they  are  now  in  the 
possession  of  his  grandson.  Benjamin  Hoppin,  whose  son  was  afterwards 
to  marry  William  Jones'  daughter,  was  the  Captain  of  the  fourth  company 
in  the  same  regiment.  Of  Jones'  company  Gilbert  Richmond  was  Lieu- 
tenant, Amos  Jilson,  Ensign,  Walter  Vignevv,  Samuel  Reade,  Jei'e.  Scott, 
and  Robert  Webb,  Sergeants,  and  Solomon  Drowne,  Peter  Thresher,  and 
Oliver  Whitewell,  Corporals, 

Lipoitt's  regiment  marched  from  Rhode  Island  on  the  14th  and  15th  of 
September,  1776,  and  joined  General  Washington's  army  at  Harlem 
Heights  about  the  5th  of  October.  On  the  14th  of  October  it  was  incor- 
porated with  McDougall's  brigade.  On  the  15th,  this  brigade,  together 
with  Nixon's  and  Glover's,  were  united  iu  one  division,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major-General  Lee.  From  this  time  until  the  13th  of  December, 
it  was  attached  to  Lee's  corps,  and  took  part  iu  the  battle  of  Whiteplaius, 
and  in  all  the  operations  which  preceded  the  retreat  into  New  Jerse.y. 
When  Lee  was  taken  prisoner.  General  Sullivan  hastened  the  movement  to 
join  Washington,  which  had  been  suspiciously  retarded  by  Lee.  Meau- 
while  the  Rhode  Island  troops  had  been  brigaded  together  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Hitchcock,  and  were  posted  in  the  place  of  honor,  the 
right  of  the  column  in  the  oi'der  of  march.  Their  suii'erings  iu  New  Jer- 
sey during  this  winter  of  unexampled  severity  are  a  part  of  the  history  of 
the  country,  and  have  been  particularlj^  described  by  Mr.  John  Howland, 
the  late  President  of  the  Historical  Society,  in  his  contribution  to  Mr. 
Cowell's  book,  "Rhode  Island  in '76."  The  term  of  Lippitt's  regiment 
was  to  expire  on  the  18th  of  January,  1777,  but  on  the  31st  of  December, 
preceding,  notwithstanding  their  terrible  experience,  the  men  volunteered, 
at  the  request  of  General  Washington,  for  another  mouth.  On  the  2d  of 
January  the  Rhode  Island  troops  took  part  in  the  gallant  repulse  of  the 
British  at  the  bridge  of  Assanpinck,  the  success  of  which  was  chiefly 
owing  to  their  good  conduct.  Their  Ijravery  was  also  conspicuous  at  the 
battle  of  Princeton,  where  "  Washington  on  tlie  battle  ground  took  Hitch- 
cock by  the  hand  and  before  this  army  thanked  him  for  his  service." 
In  February,  the  time  of  the  regiment  having  expired,  Captain  Jones  re- 
turned to  Rhode  Island. 

He  renniined  with  his  familj'  until  February,  1778,  when  he  accepted  a 
comnnssion  as  cai)tain  of  Marines  on  board  of  the  Providence,  twenty- 
eight  guns,  which  was  one  of  the  two  frigates  ordered  by  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee in  Philadelphia  to  be  built  in  Rhode  Island.     The  Providence  was 
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commanded  by  Abraham  Whipple.  Jonathan  ritclier  was  First  Lieuten- 
ant, one  Deval,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Patrick  Fletclier,  Tliird  Lieuten- 
ant. Benjamin  Pai>;e  was  also  an  otHcer,  John  F.  Kodloft",  the  Snriieon. 
Richards  was  the  Purser,  and  Goodwin  the  sailing  master.  The  frigate 
had  been  built  under  the  direction  of  Sylvester  Boweu,  master  carpenter, 
and  launched  on  the  24th  of  May,  1776.  Ever  since  that  time  she  had 
been  lying  inactive  down  the  river  just  below  Field's  Point.  On  the  21st 
of  April,  1778,  the  news  arrived  at  Providence  of  the  conclusion  of  the 
Treaty  with  France,  and  a  national  salute  was  fired  by  the  frigate  in  honor 
of  this  most  auspicious  event.  It  was  necessary  that  Congress  slionld 
send  dispatches  immediately  to  our  Commissioners  in  Paris,  and  the  Provi- 
dence was  ordered  to  sea  at  once,  although  owing  to  the  difliculiy  of  the 
times  she  was  but  imperfectly  titted,  and  had  for  a  crew  only  one  hundred 
and  rtfty-three  men  and  boj's,  many  of  whom  were  without  exi)erience. 
She  sailed  on  the  30th  of  April.  Just  below  Warwick  Neck  the  British 
frigate  Lark,  of  thirty-two  guns,  and  still  ftirther  down  the  bay  the  Juno, 
another  large  frigate,  were  stationed  to  intercept  her.  She  fought  her  way 
very  gallantly  through  these  vessels,  giving  the  Lark  a  broadside  which 
killed  three  and  wounded  seventeen  of  her  crew.  On  the  30tli  of  May  the 
Providence  arrived  at  Pamboeuf,  near  Nantes,  and  Captain  Whipple  im- 
mediateW  sent  Captain  Jones  to  Paris  with  his  dispatches  for  the  Ameri- 
can Commissioners.  On  the  1st  of  June,  in  company  w'itli  a  nephew  of 
Arthur  Lee,  he  left  Nantes  in  a  Post  Chaise,  and  on  the  3d  arrived  at  the 
capital,  and  engaged,  as  he  sa3's  in  his  jonrnal,  "a  chamber  at  sixty-tive 
livres  a  month,  and  a  servant  for  an  interpreter,"  at  the  Hotel  St.  Thomas 
de  Louvre.  He  remained  in  Paris  nntil  the  llth  of  June,  during  which 
time  he  dined  with  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Dr.  Franklin,  saw  the  great 
procession  of  Louis  XVI.,  Marie  Antoinette  and  the  Court  to  the  Chapel 
at  Versailles,  and  visited  the  theatres  and  the  public  gardens,  of  all  of 
Avhich  he  gives  entertaining  descriptions  in  his  journal. 

It  is  stated  on  his  tombstone  that  he  was  the  first  oflicer  tliat  wore  the 
American  uniform  in  Paris.  Paul  Jones,  and  other  naval  olHcers,  of 
course,  had  been  there  before  him,  but  probably  until  the  ratification  of 
the  treat}^  it  would  have  been  indecorous  for  them  to  wear  the  uniform, 
and  he  was  probably  the  earliest  to  arrive  in  Paris  after  that  event. 

The  Providence  went  from  Nantes  to  Bre>t,  and  remained  there  until 
the  20th  of  August,  receiving  in  the  meantime  a  visit  from  the  French 
Admiral  D'Orvilliers.  She  then  sailed  for  America  in  company  with  the 
Boston  and  the  Ranger,  and  on  the  loth  of  October  arrived  at  Portsmouth. 
The  next  year,  1779,  on  the  17th  of  June,  in  company  with  the  Ranger  and 
the  Queen  of  France,  she  sailed  from  Boston  on  a  cruise  otl"  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland.  This  was  the  most  successful  enterprise  of  the  war.  The 
fleet  captured  nine  ships  and  one  brig  bound  from  Jamaica  to  England,  and 
returned  to  Boston  on  the  21st  of  .\ugust  with  eight  of  the  prizes.  On 
the  24th  of  November  the  Providence  again  left  Boston  in  company  with 
the  frigates  Boston,  Ranger,  and  Queen  of  France  for  Charleston,  South 
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Carolina,  wliore  tlicy  did  not  arrive  until  the  I'Jth  of  l)eceml)er.  In  the 
spring  of  the  succeeding-  year,  the  British  having  sent  a  fleet  with  a  large 
force  for  the  reduction  of  Charleston,  Coniniodore  Whipple  did  not 
choose  to  risk  an  engagement,  and  it  was  determined  to  put  the  crews  and 
guns  of  all  his  ships,  except  the  Ranger,  on  shore,  to  reinforce  the  bat- 
teries. On  the  12th  of  May,  1780,  General  Lincoln  surrendered  the  town 
and  the  garrison.  Captain  Jones  became  a  prisoner  of  war  with  his  com- 
panions, but  w^as  released  on  parole  and  returned  to  Rhode  Island  early  in 
the  summer,  lie  i-emained  a  prisoner  on  parole  through  the  remainder  of 
the  war,  and  being  thus  incapacitated  for  active  service  he  went  Into 
mercantile  business  at  Providence,  to  which  place  his  lamily  had  now  re- 
moved. He  was  at  fii'st  associated  Avitli  his  brothers,  but  afterwards 
carried  on  a  hardware  business  on  his  own  account  in  which  he  continued 
until  his  death. 

In  February,  1787,  he  married  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Drowne.  In  1788 
he  was  admitted  as  a  freeman.  Being  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  of  good 
common  sense,  of  high  religious  principle,  and  large  acquaintance  with 
the  people  of  the  town,  owing  to  his  occupation  as  a  merchant  and  his 
ottice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  he  was,  in  1807,  elected  one  of  the  fourmem- 
Ijers  of  the  General  Assembly  from  Providence,  his  associates  being  James 
B.  Mason,  Richard  Jackson,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  W.  Bridghara.  He  held  this 
office  at  each  election  afterwards  until  1811,  and  from  May,  1809,  acted  as 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  At  the  February  session  in  1811  he  was  nomi- 
nated as  the  candidate  of  the  Federal  party  for  Governor,  and  in  April  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  over  the  Republican 
candidate,  Mr.  Fenner.  He  was  chosen  successivel}^  to  this  office  until  the 
year  1817,  when  he  was  defeated  by  Nehemiah  R.  Knight,  by  a  small 
majoritj'.  His  administration  extended  over  the  whole  period  of  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  his  position  was  very  difficult  and  trying. 
Although  by  political  principle  he  was  opposed  to  the  war,  he  devoted  his 
time  and  abilities  to  sustain  the  honor  of  the  State  and  country.  Rhode 
Island  was  peculiarly  exposed  to  attacks  from  the  enem}',  and  although  it 
fortunately  escaped  invasion,  this  fact  added  materially  to  the  anxieties  of 
his  office. 

In  1817  he  retired  from  public  life  and  devoted  himself  to  duties  con- 
nected with  his  family  and  the  church  organization  (Rev.  Mr.  Wilson's) 
with  which  he  belonged  He  was  one  of  the  Fellows  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity, a  President  of  the  Peace  Society,  and  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bible 
Society.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Cincinnati  from  the  beginning,  and 
his  diploma,  signed  by  Washington  and  Knox,  is  still  preserved.  He  was 
succeeded  in  his  membership  by  his  son-in-law  in  pursuance  of  ;i  special 
resolution  of  the  Society. 

Governor  Jones  died  on  the  22d  day  of  April,  1822,  leaving  surviving 
him  his  widow,  and  an  only  child,  the  wife  of  the  late  Thomas  C.  Hoppin. 
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8KETCII   or   DR.    TETEE  TURNER. 
[by  ni;.  iiENUY  c.  turneh.] 

Doctor  Peter  Turner,  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  was  the  fourth  and 
youngest  son  of  Doctor  William  Turner,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  whose 
father  was  Captain  William  Turner,  of  Swanzey,  Mass.,  originally,  but 
who  lived  at  Newport,  and  died  there,  October  4, 1759,  aged  7G  years.  He 
was  the  grandson  of  Captain  AVilliam  Turner,  Avho  commanded  the  expe- 
dition against  the  Indians  at  Connecticut  Great  Falls,  now  Turner's  Falls, 
and  was  slain  there,  May  I'Jth,  1G7G. 

Doctor  Peter  Turner  was  boru  at  Newark,  September  2,  1751.  His 
father  died  February  15,  1754,  aged  42  years.  His  mother  removed  to 
Morristown,  where  her  eldest  sou.  Doctor  Jabez  Campfield,  resided,  and 
his  childhood  and  youth  were  passed  at  that  place.  He  studied  his  profes- 
sion with  Dr.  Caraptield,  and  was  licensed  to  practice  medicine  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey.  The  habits  and  opinions  of  Dr.  Campfield 
were  of  that  severe  and  unbending  cliaracter,  which,  operating  on  a  genial 
disposition  and  sanguine  temperament,  made  Doctor  Turner  what  he  Avas, 
an  energetic,  industrious,  systematic  man,  and  strict  disciplinarian,  and  at 
the  same  time  most  gentle,  amiable  and  indulgent  fiither,  and  agreeable 
and  interesting  companion.  Before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  he 
came  to  Warren,  R.  I.,  where  he  became  acquainted  with  his  future  wife, 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Cromwell  Child,  and  sister  of  Mrs.  General  Varuum, 
and  of  Mrs.  Bourne,  wife  of  lion.  Benjamin  Bourne,  of  Bristol. 

Doctor  Turner  practised  medicine  in  Warren  from  .Tanuarj-,  1774,  until 
he  became  Surgeon  of  Colonel  Greene's  Battalion,  Continental  Army,  in 
Ma.v,  1777.  After  his  retirement  from  the  army  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  East  Greenwich,  where  he  died  February  14,  1822,  aged  70 
years.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Red  Bauk,  October  22,  1777,  where  Colonel 
Christopher  Greene,  with  a  garrison  of  four  hundred  Rhode  Island  troops, 
killed  and  took  prisoners  a  larger  number  of  Hessians  than  his  own  num- 
ber. Doctor  Turner  had  charge  of  Colonel  Count  Donop,  who  was  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  whose  spurs,  given  him  by  the  Count,  are  in  posses- 
sion of  his  grandson  at  Newport.  He  was  with  the  army  in  the  pursuit  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  his  retreat  through  New  Jersey,  and  Avas  present  at 
the  action  at  Monmouth  in  1778,  having  passed  the  winter  of  1777-8  at 
Valley  Forge,  and  was  in  Camp  at  the  seige  of  Newport,  under  General 
Sullivan,  August,  1778.  He  was  quite  noted  for  the  graphic  and  dra- 
matic manner  in  which,  in  after  days,  he  narrated  the  incidents  con- 
nected with  the  battle  of  Red  Bank,  whicli  was,  witliout  question,  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  exploits  of  the  war.  His  brother  Daniel  was  the 
father  of  Commodore  Daniel  Turner,  who  commanded  the  Caledonia  at 
the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  September  10,  1813. 
4 
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Despite  slcct,  wind  and  slush,  abont  twenty  members  were 
in  attendance,  manifesting  a  marked  interest  in  the  papers 
and  discussions  of  the  evening:. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'y. 


SPECIAL   MEETING. 


Providence,  May  11,  1875. 

A  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  8  p.  m.,  Yice  Presi- 
dent Alien  in  the  chair. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  announced  numerous 
donations. 

The  following  resolution  ofiercd  by  iMr.  Everett  was  laid 
on  the  tal)le,  to  be  called  up  at  some  future  time: 

liesolved,  That  Messrs.  be  a  committee  ■with 

authority  to  engage  a  suitable  person  to  prosecute  the  worlv  of  classifying, 
arranging  and  cataloguing  the  books  and  otlier  articles  of  which  the  Soci- 
ety is  owner  or  custodian,  it  being  understood  that  the  person  so  engaged 
shall  receive  as  his  annual  salary  the  one  thousand  dollars  granted  by  the 
State,  and  shall  devote  himself  to  this  specific  work  at  the  cabinet,  at  least 
three  hours  a  day,  holidays  and  the  month  of  August  excepted,  under  such 
regulations  as  the  committee  may  deem  expedient. 

The  following  report,  submitted  by  Dr.  Parsons,  was 
accepted,  and  the  Committee  were  instructed  to  carry  out  the 
plans  proposed  : 
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RErORT. 

Tlie  Coininittee  apiiointed  to  make  arraiiiieineuts  for  a  cominemoration 
of  the  second  ccutcimial  auniver.san'  of  the  outbreak  of  Philip's  war,  rc- 
sppctfullj'  report : 

They  have  undertaken,  if  the  Society  approve,  to  have  an  excursion 
under  the  Society's  auspices,  to  the  sliore  near  Mount  Hope,  with  a  shore 
dinner,  or  clam  bake,  and  a  visit  to  the  Mount  and  the  most  interesting 
localities  near  the  old  seat  of  Philip's  power,  and  the  scene  of  his  death. 
They  propose  for  this  excursion,  ISIouday,  June  21st;  the  war  broke  out 
on  June  20th,  1G75,  which  then,  as  now,  fell  on  a  Sundaj\  The}-  have 
planned  to  engage  a  steamboat  for  the  purpose  to  go  and  return,  and  to 
sell  tickets  for  the  excursion  and  distinct  tickets  for  the  dinner;  ladies, 
and  all  interested,  Ijeiug  invited  to  attend.  To  meet  the  expenses  they  do 
not  propose  to  ask  any  appropriation,  but  must  appeal  to  the  memljers  and 
friends  of  the  Society  to  buy  tickets  early  and  liberall}" ;  and  also  to  be  ready 
to  meet  a  deficiency  if  there  is  one.  They  invite  any  persons  to  become 
guai'antors  up  to  the  amount  of  §5.00  each,  to  meet  such  deficiency. 

They  propose  inviting  the  President  of  the  Society  to  preside  at  the 
table,  and  have  already  a  promise  of  the  presence  and  aid  of  a  few  speak- 
ers from  our  own  State  and  abroad,  who  will,  it  is  hoped,  give  the  occa- 
sion interest  and  dignity. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Hon.  Abraham  Payne  was  introduced  and  gave  an  extended 
address,  reciting  to  the  gratification  ot"  the  audience,  personal 
recollections  of  some  late  members  of  the  legal  profession, 
most  of  whom  were  members  of  the  Rhode  Ishiud  Bar. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address.  Rev,  Dr.  Caswell  offered 
the  following  rcsohition,  which  was  seconded  by  Mayor 
Doyle,  and  passed  unanimously  : 

Besolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  Hon.  Abraham 
Payne,  for  his  eloquent  and  highly  entertaining  address,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  give  sketches  of  other  deceased  members  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Bar. 

While  the  resolution  Avas  pending,  remarks  were  offered 
by  Dr.  Caswell,  Mr.  Payne  and  Vice  President  Allen. 

The  meeting  was  unusually  large,  many  members  being 
unprovided  with  scats  during  the  entire  evening. 
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A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Col.  John  Whithrop,  of 
Newport,  for  his  courtesy  in  permitting  the  members  of  the 
Society  to  examine  some  original  nianuscrii)ts  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  and  some  writing  on  papyrus,  of  very  ancient  date. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'7/. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 


Providence,  May  17,  1875. 

A  meeting  for  the  transaction  of  business  was  called  to 
order  at  8  o'clock,  Vice  President  Allen  in  the  chair. 

Present. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bartlctt,  Dailey,  Doyle,  Everett,  llowlaud, 
Parsons,  Perry,  Shermau,  Soutlnvick,  Williams. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  read  and  approved. 

The  resolution  oftered  at  the  last  meeting  by  Mr.  Everett, 
and  laid  on  the  table,  was  called  up,  and  after  much  discus- 
sion, was  amended  and  passed  as  follows  : 

Besolved,  That  IMessrs.  Bartlett,  Soutlnvick,  and  Beckwith,  be  a  com- 
mittee with  authority  to  cugage  a  suitable  per.-ou  to  prosecute  the  work  of 
classifying,  arranging  and  cataloguing  the  manuscripts,  pamphlets,  aud 
other  articles  of  wliicli  the  Society  is  owner  or  custodian,  with  a  view  of 
rendering  them  available. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Voted,  That  said  committee  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the  treasurer,  and 
the  treasurer  authorized  to  hire  such  money  as  may  be  needed  to  carry  out 
the  above  resolution. 
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It  Avas 

Voted,  That  the  Coniinittce  on  Grounds  and  Buikling  be  authorized  to 
build  such  a  fence  on  tlie  Waterman  street  line  as  they  think  ])est. 

Voted,  That  the  same  eonnnittee  be  authorized  to  enlarge  the  main  room 
l)y  diminishing  the  vestibule. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec^y. 


QUARTERLY  MEETING. 


Providence,  July  6,  1875. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  this  evening  at  8  o'clock,. 
Vice  President  Allen  in  the  chair. 

PuESENT.— Messrs.  Allen,  Ernst,  Everett,  Howlaud,  Jencks,  Perry, 
Southwick,  Stone  and  Williams. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  read  and  approved. 

The  CabinetKecper  reported  numerous  documents,  received 
since  the  last  meetino;. 

The  Committee  on  Grounds  and  Building  made  a  verbal, 
report.  It  is  deemed  advisable  to  defer  building  the  fence 
till  another  year. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  for 
prosecuting  the  work  of  classifying,  arranging  and  catalogu- 
ing the  manuscripts,  pamphlets  and  other  articles,  made  a 
verbal  report,  which  was  discussed  without  definite  action. 
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A  conimunicatloiMvas  read  by  the  Secretary  from  Governor 
Lippitt,  cuclosing  a  document  from  the  Missouri  Historical 
Society  in  relation  to  holding  a  convention  in  Philadelphia  in 
1876,  composed  of  delegates  from  all  the  Historical  Societies 
of  the  country.  A  vote  was  passed  placing  the  conmiunica- 
tions  in  the  hands  of  the  Librarian,  instructing  him  to  hold 
a  conespondence  with  the  Missouri  Historical  Society  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject  of  their  communication. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  Committee  that  snccess- 
fully  carried  out  the  project  for  an  excursion  to  Mount  Hope 
on  the  21st  of  June,  in  which  resolution  Dr.  Parsons,  of 
Providence,  and  William  J.  Miller,  Esq.,  of  Bristol,  were 
particularly  mentioned. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  recommended  the  follow- 
ing persons  for  members,  who  were  accordingly  elected  : 

Resident  Members.— Scott  W.  Mowry,  Henry  L.  Parsons,  Henry  N. 
Manchester,  Joel  M.  Spencer,  Frederick  Miller,  Charles  F.  Sampson, 
Henry  T.  Brown,  Cyrus  C.  Armstrong,  andJames  H.  Bugbee,  Providence; 
Nathaniel  Fairbrother,  and  Charles  P.  Adams,  Pawtucket;  George  H. 
Olney,  Hope  Valley,  Hopkinton. 

CoRREsroNDiNG  MEMBERS. — Thoinas  F.  Rowland,  Esq.,  Green  Point, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  C.  Mason  Kinnie,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

John  A.  Howland,  Esq.,  read  a  very  interesting  account 
of  an  election  that  took  place  in  the  third  w\ard  in  this  city  in 
the  year  1857,  when  Thomas  Howland  was  made  warden, 
supposed  to  be  the  first  negro  ever  elected  by  popular  vote 
to  any  civil  office  in  the  United  States. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  PEiuiv,  Sec'i/. 
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QUARTERLY  MEETING. 


Providence,  October  5,  1875. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  this  evening  at  7^  o'clock, 
Vice  President  Allen  in  the  chair. 

After  the  reading  of  the  records  of  the  last  meeting  by 
the  Secretary,  the  Librarian  announced  numerous  donations 
made  to  the  Society  since  the  last  meeting. 

On  recommendation  of  the  Committee  ou  New  Members, 
the  following  persons  were  elected  : 

Eksidext  Members.— Henry  M.  Eawson,  Noah  J.  Arnold,  and  Henry  I. 
Cusbman,  Providence ;  Henry  L.  Greene,  Eiver  Point ;  Henry  L.  Webster, 
Pawtucket. 

CoRRESPOXDiNG  MEMBERS. — Fi'auklin  B.  Hough,  M.  D.,  Edmund  B. 
O'Calligan,  LL.  D.,  and  Benjamin  Greene  Arnold,  Esq.,  NeAV  York. 

A  verbal  report  was  made  by  the  Committee  on  Building 
and  Grounds.  Increased  shelf  room  has  been  provided,  and 
the  Committee  are  authorized  to  have  the  cellar  cemented. 

The  Special  Committee  for  binding  and  cataloguing  manu- 
scripts and  books  reported  progress.  The  Librarian  has  been 
eniiafjed  in  the  work  the  most  of  the  summer. 


•o   o 


Vice  President  Allen  was  authorized  to  make  a  transcript 
of  the  ancient  map  of  Main  street  in  Providence. 

Mr.  Henry  L.  Greene,  of  River  Point  read  an  instructive 
and  entertaining  paper  relative  to  the  original  settlers  of 
Warwick.     The  reading  elicited  appreciative  and  commenda- 
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tory  remarks  on  the  part  of  minierous  members,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Greene  for  his  val- 
uable contribution  to  our  local  history,  and  for  a  copy  of  the 
paper  placed  in  our  archives. 

Mr.  Gilman,  Secretary  of  the  Vermont  Historical  Society, 
by  invitation,  explained  the  relation  of  that  Society  to  the 
State.  The  State  provides  rooms,  pays  the  printing  bills, 
and  furnishes  means  for  accomplishing  the  objects  of  the 
Society. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'ij. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 


Providence,  November  9,  1875. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  this  evening  at  7i  o'clock 
by  Vice  President  Allen. 

The  report  of  the  last  meeting  was  read   by  the  Secretary. 

The  Cabinet  Keeper  announced  numerous  donations  made 
to  the  Society  since  the  last  meeting. 

Rev.  E.  M.  Stone  read  a  paper  prepared  by  Col.  John 
Ward,  of  New  York,  commemorative  of  the  life  and  services 
of  Col.  Samuel  Waid,  who  was  an  officer  in  the  revolution- 
ary army.  Beautiful  steel  engravings  of  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  were  exhibited  and  a  copy  was   presented   to   each 
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meml)cr  present,  tbiough  the  instrumentality  of  Henry  T. 
Drowne,  Esq.,  of  New  York.  The  paper  received  the  undi- 
vided attcniion  of  the  jiudicncc.  At  its  conclusion,  a  vote 
Avas  passed  instructing  the  Secretary  to  communicate  the 
thnnks of  the  Society  to  Col.  John  Ward,  for  his  courtesy  in 
lending  his  manuscript,  :uk1  to  Henry  T.  Drowne,  Esq.,  for 
his  instrumentality  in  securing  the   evening's    entertainment. 

The  following  is  a  synop>is  of  the  papei  : 

SamiK'l  Ward,  second  sou  of  Governor  Richard  Ward,  of  Rhode  Island, 
was  born  at  Newport  in  that  Colony,  INIay  27,  172r.,  and  received  a  very 
careful  and  thorougli  education.  He  represented  Westerly,  R.  I.,  in  the 
General  Assembly  from  1756-1759.  In  1758  he  was  one  of  two  delegates 
from  the  Colony  to  the  convention  called  at  Hartford  by  the  Earl  of  Lou- 
doun, to  settle  the  quotas  of  New  England  troops  in  the  French  war.  In 
1761  he  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  Colony,  and  while  holding  this 
office  was  elected  Governor,  in  May,  1762.  During  his  first  term  he  was 
much  interested  in  the  founding  of  Brown  University,  and  his  sou,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Samuel  Ward,  was  graduated  with  high  honors  in  one  of 
its  earliest  classes.  He  was  again  elected  Governor  in  1765,  and,  upon  the 
passage  of  the  infamous  Stamp  Act  l)y  rarliamcnt,  immediately  took  a 
strong  stand  against  its  enforcement.  The  Governors  of  all  the  Colonies 
but  one  took  the  oath  to  sustain  this  odious  measure;  Samuel  Ward,  "  the 
Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  stood  alone  in  his  patriotic  refusal,"  says  the 
historian  Bancroft.  Mr.  Ward  was  reelected  in  1766,  living  at  Newport 
while  in  office.  During  a  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  June  15,  1774, 
Samuel  Ward  and  Stephen  Hopkins  were  elected  the  first  delegates  from 
any  Colony  to  the  Continental  Congress,  which  met  at  Philadelphia,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1774.  Governor  Ward's  private  diary  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
and  the  subsequent  Congress  is  still  preserved.  On  both  occasions  he 
journeyed  to  Philadelphia  on  horseback.  In  the  journals  of  Congress  he 
appears  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  members.  Much  of  the  business 
was  prepared  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  as  chairman  of  that  body 
he  presided  during  a  very  momentous  part  of  the  sittings,  from  May,  1775, 
to  March,  1776,  the  president,  John  Hancock,  calling  him  to  the  chair  on 
such  occasions.  On  the  IStli  of  June,  1775,  Governor  Ward  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  favor  of  electing  a  General  for  the  Conti- 
nental forces,  the  unanimous  choice  of  Congress  ftdling  upon  Colonel 
George  Washington,  then  a  delegate  from  Virginia.  Governor  AVard  was 
on  very  intimate  terms  with  Washington,  and  subsequently  corresponded 
with  him.  Tlie  Governor's  value  as  a  conscientious,  able  member  of  Con- 
gress caused  his  appointment  upon  so  many  committees  as  to  seriously 
injure  his  health,  and  he  finally  succumbed  to  au  attack  of  small  pox, 
5 
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March  20,  177*5.  A  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory  by  the  State  of 
Rhode  Iskxud,  the  iuscriptiou  being  written  by  the  celebrated  John  Jay, 
and  his  remains  now  lie  in  the  okl  cemetery  at  Newport,  11.  I.  A  striltiug 
feature  of  Governor  Ward's  character  was  his  remarkable  grasp  of  mind 
and  statesmanlike  breadth  of  view.  His  letters  show  an  appreciation  of 
the  critical  situation  of  the  Colonies  before  it  had  fairly  dawned  upon  the 
minds  of  any  persons  except  a  very  few  statesmen  like  himself.  As  the 
crisis  approached  he  rose  to  the  situation,  and  evinced  an  unalterable  de- 
sire for  national  independence,  which  was  intensified  as  the  struggle  pro 
ceeded.  The  noble  career  of  his  son,  Lieutenant-Colonel  (then  Captain) 
Samuel  Ward  in  the  Eevolutionary  army  equalled  his  expectations,  and 
fanned  his  love  of  country  to  a  still  holier  flame.  The  letters  he  addressed 
to  his  favorite  sou  breathe  a  religious  spirit  and  a  devout  trust  in  Provi- 
dence, accompauying  and  enhancing  his  intense  patriotism.  Governor 
Ward's  religious  character  was  remarkably  developed,  and  a  lofty  spiritu- 
ality pervades  his  wi'itings,  apparently  stimulating  his  courage  and  earnest- 
ness in  the  great  national  work  in  which  he  was  engaged.  So  thoroughly 
unselfish  was  he,  and  so  regardful  of  his  duty  to  his  country,  that  while 
aware  of  the  danger  he  was  running  of  taking  the  fatal  disease  of  which 
he  died,  he  felt  that  he  could  not  spare  time  from  his  patriotic  labors  to  be 
innoculated,  and  thus  fell  a  victim  to  a  conscientious  discharge  of  his  pub- 
lic duties.  America  could  ill  aflbrd  to  lose  so  noble  an  example  of  the  best 
virtues  of  that  greatest  period  in  our  national  history,  the  American  Rev- 
olution. 

After  some  infornuil  remarks,  suggested  l)y  the  paper,  the 
meeting  adjourned  at  the  call  of  the  Secretary. 

Amos  Ferry,  jSec'y/. 


SPECIAL   MEETING. 


Providence,  November  9,  1875. 

A  meeting  was  called  this  evening  to  hear  u  paper  read  by 
Rev.  J.  Lewis  Diman,  D.  D.,  and  notwithstanding  a  violent 
rain  storm,  more  than  thirty  persons  were  assembled   at  the 
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appointed  hour.  After  the  reading  of  the  record  of  the  hist 
meeting  and  tlie  announcement  of  donations  to  the  Society 
since  the  hist  meeting,  the  President  introduced  Prof.  Diman, 
who  read  an  ehiborate  and  schohirly  essay,  passing  in  review- 
various  religious  phases  of  the  country  during  the  last  cen- 
tury. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading,  on  motion  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent Allen,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  the  lec- 
turer for  his  able  and  highly  interesting  paper,  and  a  copy 
was  requested  for  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

Complimentary  and  critical  remarks  were  offered  on  the 
subject  of  the  essay  by  Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold  and  Stone. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  for  one  week  to  hear  a  paper 
read  by  Hon.  Henry  B.  Anthony. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'y. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 


Providence,  November  30,  1875. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  this  evening  at  7^  o'clock, 
the  President  in  the  chair. 

Senator  Anthony  read  a  paper  setting  forth  the  character 
and  sentiments  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  paper,  which  was  listened  to  with 
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close  attention,  on  motion  of  Kev.  Dr.  Caswell,  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  were  voted  to  Hon.  Henry  B.  Anthony,  for  his 
graphic  .anil  highly  interesting  paper. 

The  meeting  was  unnsually  large,  all  the  seats  being  occn- 
pied  and  some  persons  standing  dnring  the  entire  reading. 

Adjonrned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'ij. 


SPECIAL   MEETING. 


Providence,  December  21,  1875. 

A  meeting  was  held  this  evening  at  7i  o'clock,  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  chair. 

The  Cabinet  Keeper  announced  numerous  donations  re- 
ceived since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Henry  C.  Dorr,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  read  a  carcfull}^  pre- 
pared pape}',  containing  many  extracts  from  the  records  of 
the  ancient  Town  Councils  of  Providence,  with  comments 
and  criticisms  that  were  highly  appreciated.  The  following 
is  a  brief  abstract : 

"  The  chronicler  of  Providence  Plantations  will  give  tlic  honor  to  its  An- 
cient Council,  the  '  Worshii)fiil  Council,'  as  it  was  sometimes  called, 
especially  by  those  who  sought  any  favors  from  it.  There  were  many 
such  unhappy  persons,  for  more  than  any  other  political  body  the  Council 
dealt  with  the  interests  of  private  life.  Its  records  were  well  kept,  and 
are  full  of  illustrations  of  the  spirit  of  successive  generations.  With  per- 
haps a  brief  interval  during  Philip's  war,  its  sessions  were  uninterrupted 
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during  a  period  of  oue  luindrcd  and  ciglity  yeai's.  It  first  conies  to  view, 
as  an  already  established  institution  Avith  legal  powers,  under  the  Earl  of 
Warwick's  charter,  granted  in  1G44.  The  acts  of  the  Council  before  the 
charter  of  1(J44  could  have  had  no  coercive  force. 

"  In  the  first  code  of  Iaws,(Ma.v,  1C47,)  while  the  original  voluntary  asso- 
ciation of  Providence  continued,  the  Town  Council  is  recognized  as  an 
existing  iustitutiou,  two  years  before  the  incorporation  of  Providence,  in 
1049,  aud  Ijy  the  same  code  was  invested  with  certain  powers  in  matters  of 
probate.  The  pi-evious  discharge  of  duties  of  this  sort,  by  an  assemblage 
of  the  whole  people,  must  have  convinced  the  settlers  of  the  Inadequacy 
of  their  scheme  of  the  whole  people  exercising  all  the  powers  of  the  gov- 
ernment. From  similar  reasons  the  Council  soou  acquired  authority  over 
the  disorderly  aud  the  poor,  which  two  characters  were  neither  then,  nor 
now,  always  united  in  the  same  persons.  The  members  of  the  Council, 
in  the  days  of  entire  ecjuality  of  fortune,  no  public  property,  little  taxation 
aud  dirticult}' of  traveling,  did  not  object  to  brief  service  and  fiequeut 
change. 

"  In  later  times,  when  social  habits  had  become  fixed,  and  disparity  of 
wealth  and  experience  became  greatest,  the  office  of  Councilman  was 
almost  exclusively  appropriated  to  a  few  prominent  citizens,  who  seem  to 
have  been  left  in  undisturbed  possession,  so  long  as  they  were  willing  to 
serve.  The  Town  Council  shared  with  the  town  meeting  in  the  disturb- 
ances, tumults  and  interruptions  which  sometimes  embarrassed  the  public 
business.  The  records  of  these  proceedings  give  us  as  clear  a  view  as  we 
can  now  obtain,  of  the  life,  manners  and  growth  of  the  old  town." 

The  writer,  after  this  general  introduction  of  his  subject,  described  the 
manner  of  keeping  the  ancient  records  on  separate  sheets  and  handing 
them  down  from  oue  generation  of  Town  Clerks  to  another,  until  late  in 
the  eighteenth  century,  when  record  books  were  first  used,  and  from  these 
ancient  records  he  then  read  copious  extracts,  with  interesting  comments, 
showing  the  arbitrary  and  almost  despotic  powers  which  the  Council  ex- 
ercised upon  the  subjects  of  the  police,  the  poor,  probates  and  highways. 
The  jurisdiction  exercised  over  the  "Plantations"  was  shown  by  the  fol- 
lowing order  of  the  Council  in  its  second  year : 

"Item — that  none  shall  sell  his  field  or  his  lot,  granted  in  our  liberties, 
to  any  person  but  an  inhabitant,  without  consent  of  the  town."  rnwcl- 
come  strangers  was  one  of  the  greatest  troubles  of  those  times,  so  much 
so  that  complaints  of  persons  as  "  presumptiously  inhabiting,"  or  "  pre- 
sumptiously residing  without  leave  "  in  the  town,  were  frequentlj^  found  in 
the  records  for  nearly  a  century. 

March  2G,  1G87,  the  Council  passed  the  following  order:  "Whereas, 
Gideon  Crawford  hath  desired  of  ye  towne  to  reside  amongst  them,  and 
here  to  follow  his  waj-  of  dealing  in  goods,  ye  towne  hath  granted  him  lib- 
erty so  to  doe."  Mr.  Crawford  afterwards  Ijecame  a  substantial  citizen 
and  paid  the  largest  tax  in  Providence  in  his  time.  Over  emigrants  and 
the  poor  the  Council  were  at  once  prosecutors,  witnesses,  aud  judges,  as 
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Humorous  instances  cited  from  the  records  showed.  The  peculiarity  of 
the  first  public  watch,  established  November  11th,  1775,  was  described  at 
length  as  the  laughing  stoclc  of  two  generations,  and  compared  to  that 
"  ancient  and  most  quiet  Avatchman,"  "  Dogberr}^,"  whose  character  they 
might  liave  acted  at  the  Old  Providence  Theatre,  without  previous  re- 
hearsal. Tlie  several  matters  of  the  obstruction  of  highways,  galloping 
through  them  by  the  "  fast  young  men"  of  the  times,  the  troubles  of  dogs, 
pi'ohibitiou  and  license,  protection  of  the  common  oyster  beds,  for  sup- 
port of  the  poor,  care  of  the  insane  aud  sick  poor  people,  probate  courts 
and  making  of  wills,  (before  death  in  some  instances,)  by  the  Council,  and 
its  manner  of  dealing  with  all  these  troublesome  questions,  were  presented 
at  some  length,  with  interesting  extracts  from  the  records. 

The  closing  pages  of  this  very  interesting  paper  were  devoted  to  the 
sanitary  regulatious  of  the  Council  acting  as  a  Board  of  Health,  aud  more 
particularly  in  reference  to  the  ravages  of  the  small  pox  in  the  town,  at 
vai'ious  times  from  1757  to  177G;  the  modes  of  isolating  those  sick  with 
the  disease  in  miserable  pest  houses,  first  at  Tockwotteu,  aud  afterwards 
in  Craustou  and  North  Providence,  and  the  peculiar  ways  of  preparing 
those  that  died  with  small  pox  for  burial,  aud  conducting  their  funerals  so 
as  to  prevent  the  contagion  from  spreading,  which  sounds  strangely 
enough  in  these  days  of  vaccination.  He  closed  his  paper  with  a  brief 
summary  of  the  last  days  of  the  "Ancient  Town  Council  of  Providence," 
to  its  last  meeting,  Monday,  June  4,  1832,  when,  after  the  usual  routine  of 
business,  adjourned,  and  immediatelj'  after  met  at  the  Court  House,  pursu- 
ant to  an  act  of  the  General  Assemljly,  "  for  the  purpose  of  inducting  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  elect,  of  the  city  of  Providence  into  office,"  when 
the  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  which  act  terminated  the  existence  of  the  old  Council. 

"  Their  final  meeting  was  marked  by  no  resolution  or  expression  of  sen- 
timent or  regret  for  an  age  that  had  passed  away.  The  evils  then  borue 
with  patieuce  would  be  now  well  nigh  intolerable.  The  '  pavements 
fanged  Avith  murderous  stones,'  made  old  Providence,  in  one  respect,  at 
least,  a  rival  of  Cologne.  The  open  sewers  at  its  wharves  have  not  yet 
passed  from  recollection.  Those  who  participated  in  the  old  Town  GoAcrn- 
ment  have  become  few ;  yet  in  comparing  the  watch,  the  stenches  and  dis- 
orders of  the  old  town  with  the  taxes  and  assessments  of  the  new,  some  of 
them  find  it  difficult  to  determine  whether  to  give  the  preference  to  old 
evils  or  to  new  ones." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading,  on  motion  of  Hon.  John 
R.  Bartlctt,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  tliauks  of  tiie  Society  be  presented  to  Mr.  Henry  C. 
Dorr,  for  his  valuable  and  instructive  paper,  and  that  a  copy  be  requested 
for  the  archives  of  the  Society. 
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Vice  President  Allen,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Town 
Council  for  several  years,  offered  some  pertinent  remarks. 

The   meeting,  which   was   unusually    lai'ge,    was   then   ad- 
journed. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'y. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 


Providence,  January  11,  1876. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  7i  o'clock,  r.  m.,  to  hear  a  paper 
read,  entitled  "Reminiscences  of  Rhode  Island  LaAvyers." 

After  reading  the  records  of  the  last  meeting  by  the  Sec- 
retary, and  the  announcement  of  donations  by  the  Librarian. 
President  Arnold  introduced  Hon.  Abraham  Payne,  who 
said  : 

; 

That  he  did  not  consider  the  desultory  remarks  he  proposed  to  make 
entitled  to  the  dignity  of  being  styled  a  "  paper,"  "  which  was  something 
he  never  wrote  in  his  life,"  his  paper  being  notes  he  had  made  to  prevent  his 
speaking  now  of  those  he  had  spoken  of  on  the  previous  occasion.  He 
commenced  his  reminiscences  with  a  few  remarks  upon  the  late  Nathaniel 
Searle,  a  verj^  distinguished  member  of  the  Bar  of  this  State,  in  the  last  gene- 
ration, and  of  the  prominent  traits  of  his  character  as  a  lawyer  and  advocate. 
He  then  said  that  he  had  recently  read  the  celel)rated  "  Greville  Memoii-s," 
and  criticisms  upon  them  in  the  reviews,  and  was  aware  that  it  was  still  a 
delicate  ciuestion  that  would  pro1)ably  never  be  settled,  how  far  the  private 
lives  and  peculiarities  of  public  men  could  be  made  public  gossip  without 
injustice  to  their  memories  and  their  surviving  friends,  and  an  ofl'ence  to 
the  amenities  of  good  society,  but  that  in  his  remarks  he  Avould  only  say 
what  was  creditable  to  those  of  whom  he  should  speak.  Yet  he  would 
strive  to  have  his  descriptions  truthful  as  far  as  they  went,  and  not  like 
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the  ordinary  ol^ituaries,  wliich  \vc  all  uiiderstancl  do  uot  mean  anything, 
but  which,  lil<e  funerals,  everybody-  tries  to  have  the  best  thej'  can  get  for 
their  decased  relatives  and  friends. 

Mr.  Payne  then  spoke  of  the  changes  in  the  style  of  the  practice  of  the 
law  in  the  courts  of  this  State  during  twenty-five  years  past  since  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  describing  the  methods  that  then  prevailed,  with  two 
lawyers  on  each  side  of  every  important  case,  and  Judge  and  counsel  all 
making  their  own  notes  of  the  evidence ;  but  modern  phonographic  re- 
porting had  changed  all  that,  and  the  pulilic  interest  in  trials  is  greatly 
lessened.  He  spoke  also  of  other  marked  changes,  attributing  them 
largely  to  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Jenekes,  the  distinguished  member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Bar,  lately  deceased. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Latham,  of  whom  Mr.  Payne  spoke  first  last  evening, 
was  a  man  of  many  marked  and  peculiar  traits  of  character.  He  came 
from  Triptown,  in  this  State,  and  with  Charles  Congdon  and  Walter  Up- 
dike was  a  fellow  law  student  of  his  in  the  oflice  of  General  Carpenter. 
He  was  a  raw,  green  country  boy,  but  with  wonderful  poAvers  of  concen- 
tration and  absorbing  knowledge  from  books  and  reading,  and  stuck  to  his 
law  books  when  in  the  office  from  morning  to  night,  never  being  disturbed 
or  distracted  by  anything  that  was  said  or  done  by  anybody  in  the  office, 
and  paying  no  attention  to  the  practical  jokes  of  his  fellow-students.  His 
ignorance  of  books  and  literature  generally,  when  he  came,  was  surpris- 
ing ;  he  had  never  heard  of  Shakspeare  or  Milton,  and  said  there  never 
was  but  one  poem  written,  which  was  Walter  Scott's  "  Ladj'of  the  Lake," 
and  that  he  could  repeat  entire  from  memory.  A  copy  of  Shakspeare  was 
loaned  him,  which  he  took  and  read  nights,  after  poring  over  his  law  books 
all  day,  until  he  mastered  and  could  repeat  every  one  of  the  plays.  He 
said  he  was  going  to  write  a  work  on  Moral  Philosophy,  a  subject  upon 
which  no  book  had  been  written,  and  when  we  presented  him  Avith  Dr. 
Wayland's  Moral  Philosophy,  he  was  greatly  surprised,  aud  could  find  no 
expression  for  his  astonishment.  He  w' as  very  poor,  but  very  self-reliant, 
and  after  completing  his  studies  with  General  Carpenter,  he  went  to  the 
Cambridge  Law  School  and  contrived  to  pay  his  way  through,  and  made 
his  mark  there,  Judge  story  being  atti-acted  by  his  marvellous  powers  of 
reading  everything  aud  retaining  it  all  in  his  memory,  and  pronounced  him 
a  very  remarkable  and  promising  law  student,  with  bright  promise  of  a 
brdliaut  career  as  a  lawyer. 

On  leaving  Cambridge  he  went  to  Germany  to  perfect  himself  in  ci\il 
law,  at  Heidelberg,  contriving  somehow  to  raise  funds  to  pay  his  way;  in 
New  York  he  carried  his  trunk  on  his  back  from  the  steamer  to  the  Ger 
man  ship  on  which  he  had  taken  passage,  in  order  to  learn  the  language 
during  the  voyage,  which  he  accomplished  so  well  that  he  could  speak 
German  on  his  arrival  After  several  years  of  study  in  Germany,  he 
graduated  with  high  honors,  and  with  certificates  from  the  German  pro- 
fessors of  his  remarkable  proficiency,  and  then  made  something  of  a  tour 
of   Europe,    calling  on  the  Pope,  while  in  Rome.     Before  sailing  from 
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London,  on  liis  return,  he  had  his  professional  cards  printed,  so  that  he 
could  set  up  business  without  any  delay  on  arriving  heix*.  lie  arrived  here 
in  the  niorniui;,  called  on  Mr.  Payne  immediately,  and  wanted  a  meeting 
of  tlie  I)ar  called  at  once  to  admit  him  to  practice ;  he  was  told  there  w^as 
not  time  to  call  a  meeting  that  daj',  as  live  members  of  the  bar  must  sign 
tlie  call,  and  the  Secretary  issue  a  uotice;  he  said  he  would  tlx  all  that, 
and  got  the  five  lawyers  to  sign  and  the  Secretary  to  call  the  meeting  that 
da.v  at  12  o'clock,  which  was  held,  and  he  passed  an  excellent  examination, 
lie  came  home  wearing  a  full  beard,  an  unusual  sight  in  those  days,  and 
when  he  anxiously  inquired  if  lie  was  admitted,  was  told  that  the  bar 
objected  to  admitting  an  Esau  with  such  a  hairy  face,  and  that  he  must 
shave  to  get  in  ;  half  an  hour  afterwards  he  came  into  the  office  with  his 
face  as  smooth  as  ■\Ahen  he  was  born.  He  Avas  sworn  in  that  afternoon, 
opened  his  office  here  next  morning,  and  soon  had  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice.  One  of  his  cases  liere,  not  long  after,  created  much  amusement; 
it  was  a  horse  case.  An  Irishman  had  been  arrested  for  stealing  a  horse, 
and  Latham  defended  him  ;  his  old  teacher,  Gen.  Carpenter,  who  had  then 
recently  united  with  the  Catholic  Churcii,  being  his  opposing  counsel.  In 
his  plea  before  the  jni-y,  Latham  astonished  the  court  aud  bar,  but  partic- 
idarly  Gen.  Carpenter,  by  lecturing  him  verj'  abusively  and  bitterlj'  for  the 
folly  of  aimouncing  his  belief  in  the  superstitions  and  joining  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  with  sucli  effect  that  though  there  was  hardly  a  doubt  of  his 
client's  guilt,  the  jury  acquitted  him,  and  Latham  won  his  case.  At  New- 
port, some  j'ears  before  he  died,  he  told  Mr.  Payne  that  he  had  accom- 
plished all  he  had  attempted  so  far ;  that  in  ten  years  he  could  get  as  high 
as  any  man  could  go  in  tlie  Rhode  Island  Bar,  and  then  he  was  going  to 
New  York  and  take  the  lead  there.  lie  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
men  the  speaker  had  ever  known. 

;Mr.  Payne  spoke  brielly  of  George  Rivers,  as  a  man  who,  in  modern 
phrase,  "antagonized"  Latham,  who  had  not  the  slightest  sense  of  the 
luimorous,  while  Rivers  was  the  most  l)rilliant  wit  of  the  Bar.  On  one 
occasion  when  Rivers  was  ridiculing  Latham's  peculiarities  in  court,  he 
walked  over  to  him  and  said,  and  meant  what  he  said  :  "  Rivers,  your'e 
making  fun  of  me ;  if  j'ou  don't  stop  it  Pll  knock  you  down,"  aud  lie 
stopped.  Rivers  Avas  a  vital  man  ;  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  the 
Bar,  with  all  the  attril)utcs  of  a  great  lawyer,  but  not  stupid  enough  to 
succeed. 

Mr.  Payne  then  dwelt  at  some  length  upon  the  leading  traits  of  Dexter 
Randall,  famous  at  the  Bar  for  his.  peculiarites  and  original  character, 
thirty  years  ago;  Attorney-General  Gre6ne,  and  Judge  Richard  W.  Greene, 
all  di>tinguished  members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar;  describing  their  most 
prominent  traits,  aud  speaking  of  them  in  the  highest  terms,  to  which  we 
can  only  make  this  brief  allusion.  Mr.  Payne  closed  with  the  following 
tribute  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Jenckes  : 

"  I  listened  with  pleasure  to  much  that  was  said  about  Mr.  Jenckes,  but 
what  was  said  of  his  niemorv,  his  learning,  his  intellectual  resources,  did 
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not  impress  me.  In  all  tlicse  respects  lie  was  great,  but  there  were  great 
men  before  Agamemnon.  Mr.  Jenckes  and  I  were  j'oung  together,  but 
never  intimate.  Professionallj'  we  were  not  Aery  much  associated,  and 
not  often  opponents.  I  witnessed  his  prosperity  witliout  envy,  and  his 
reverses  with  regret.  I  took  no  part  in  the  eulogies  which  followed  his 
death,  for  reasons  satisfiictory  to  myself.  He  rose  to  great,  to  unexam- 
pled professional  eminence.  He  made  a  name  among  the  statesmen  of  the 
nation.  He  had  a  right  to  look  forward  to  a  great  caieer.  But  God  dis- 
poses. He  lost  his  fortune.  His  opportunity  to  add  to  his  fame  in  the 
service  of  his  country  was  taken  away.  Death  entered  again  and  again 
his  family  circle.  His  health  failed.  Buthe  did  not  complain.  He  did 
not  grow  cynical.  He  did  not  faint  in  the  day  of  adversity,  for  his  strength 
was  not  small.  This  was  what  attracted  me  to  Mr.  Jenckes  in  his  later 
days,  and  it  is  this  which  I  shall  always  have  in  mind  when  I  think  of  him. 
Of  him  as  truly  as  of  any  man  who  has  heard  of  it  may  be  said  '  he  was 
tried  by  both  extremes  and  never  disturbed  by  either.'  Under  his  portrait, 
if  under  that  of  any  man,  might  be  justlj^  written  mens  acqua  in  ardiiis." 

Mr,  Payne  also  read  the  following  extract,  written  bj'  the  venerable 
Judge  Howell,  at  the  close  of  his  remarks  as  appropriate  to  the  occasion  : 

Extract  from  Mr.  Howell's  address  to  the  jury  on  the  trial  of  the  Gor- 
dons for  the  murder  of  Amasa  Sprague  : 

"  I  cannot  but  feel,  as  1  grow  older,  gentlemen,  that  all  my  comfort  and 
happiness  and  prosperity  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  the  protection 
which  the  law  throws  around  me.  As  we  become  advanced  in  life  and 
grow  less  strong  of  body  and  stout  of  heart ;  as  the  ties  of  family  and 
kindred  multiply  around  us  and  we  become  fathers  of  families,  we  can  but 
feel  that  the  law  is  our  only  safety,  and  if  the  law  fail  to  punish  those  who 
destroy  our  property,  defame  our  characters,  or  make  attacks  upon  our 
lives,  Ave  should  be  worse  off  than  the  wild  beasts  of  the  forest." 

Mr.  P.'i}  lie  liKliciitetl  in  the  coui'sc  of  his  address  that  lie 
would  be  ready  to  eontinuc  these  sketches,  and  also  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  Society  for  an  evening  on  tiie  twltject  of 
the  Dorr  War. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  G.  L.  Collins,  tlie  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  voted  to  Mr.  Payne  for  his  interesting  address,  and  aftei- 
a  few  remarks  by  iNlr.  Perry,  in  honor  of  Benjamin  F. 
Latham,  whose  career  v/as  sketched  by  INIr.  Payne,  the  Soci- 
ety adjourned. 


Amos  Perry,  Sec'y. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


PiioviDENCE,  Jiinutiry  18,  1876. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7i  o'clock,  by  the 
President. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  read,  and  then  the 
record  of  the  last  annual  meeting  ;  and  donations  were  an- 
iiomiccd  by  the  Librarian. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  given  and  ordered  on  file. 

The  reports  of  the  Cabinet  Keepers  were  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Verbal  reports  were  given  by  INIr.  Southwick,  in  behalf  of 
the  Connnittee  on  Binding  and  Cataloguing,  and  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Building  and  Grounds. 

On  motion  of  ]Mr.  Perry,  it  was 

Voted,  That  a  Committee,  to  be  uamecl  bj'  the  President,  be  appointed 
to  secure  proper  action  on  the  part  of  the  State  and  of  the  Society  in  col- 
lecting and  putting  in  order  for  reference,  the  material  for  genealogical 
records  that  is  to  be  found  in  town  clerks'  offices,  church  records,  ceme- 
teries and  in  the  Colonial  Eecords  of  the  State. 

Messrs.  Turner,  Allen  and  Perry  were  named  as  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Remarks  were  made  on  this  resolution  by  ]Messrs.  Allen, 
Stone,  Paine,  Dojde  and  Channing,  and  the  last  named  gen- 
tleman gave  notice  that  he  should  move  at  the  next  quarterly 
meeting  such  change  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Society  as 
would  require  a  Standing  Committee  on  Genealogical  Records.. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Beckwith,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  ofl'er  made  by  a  member  of  the  Society,  and  conimiini- 
cated  by  tlie  Secretary,  to  print  five  liundred  copies  of  the  papers  read  by 
Henry  C.  Dorr,  Esq.,  on  the  history  of  Providence,  be  accepted,  Avith  tlie 
usual  understanding  that  the  Society  does  not  hold  itself  responsible  for 
the  ideas  advanced  by  the  authors  of  any  of  the  papers  tliat  are  read  at  its 
meetings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howland,  it  was 

Voted,  That  a  tax  of  three  dollars  be  assessed  on  each  resident  member 
of  the  Society  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Doyle,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds  be  instructed  to 
have  the  inside  double  doors  moved  back,  thus  enlarging  the  audience 
room,  and  diminishing  the  size  of  the  vestibule. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  New  Mem- 
bers, the  following  persons  were  elected  : 

Eesident  Memheks.— Edwin  G.  Angell,  James  H.  Read,  David  liallou, 
Horatio  N.  Campbell,  Henry  B.  Metcalf,  George  G.  Richmond,  Moses  E. 
Irvin,  William  Ely,  Providence;  Samuel  G.  Stiness,  Henry  B.  Metcalf, 
William  W.  Blodgett,  Ansel  D.  Nickerson,  Pawtucket;  Jonathan  Chace, 
Valley  Ealls. 

CoKUEsroxDiNG  Members. — Marcus  D.  Gilman,  Montpelier,  Vt. ;  S. 
Bontils,  Mentone,  France;  Phineas  Bates,  Jr.,  W.  Elliott  Woodward, 
Boston. 

The  offiners  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then 
elected  as  follows  : 


President,  ... 

Vice  Presidents,      -  .  . 

Treasurer,  ... 

Secretary,  ... 

Jiibrarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper,  Northern 
Department, 


Samuel  G.  Arnold. 
Zachariah  Allen, 
Francis  Brinley. 
Richmond  P.  Everett. 
Amos  Perry. 

Edwin  M.  Stone. 
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Lil)rariai)  and  Cabinet  Keeper,  Sonthern 

Department,      .  -  -        Benjamin  P..  Ilowland. 

Committee  on  tlie  Nomination  of  New  Members,     "William  G.  Williams, 

George  L.  Collins, 
Albert  V.  Jenckes. 

Committee  on  Leetures  and  Reading  of  I'apcrs,         William  Gamniell, 

Charles  W.  Parsons, 
Amos  Perr}% 
John  R.  Bartlett, 
J.  Lewis  Diman, 
Edwin  M.  Stone. 

Isaac  II.  Sonthwick, 
Joseph  T\.  Brown, 
Albert  Dailey. 
Henry  T.  Beckwith, 
Waller  Blodget. 


Committee  on  the  Publications  of  the  Society. 


Committee  on  Bnilding  and  (irounds, 


Audit  Committee, 


Oil  motion,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  appointed  for  the  due  observance  of  the  bi- 
centennial anniversary  of  the  Great  Swamp  Fight,  be  continued  with  full 
authority  to  act. 

A  paper  which  was  written  l)y  ^Nlrs.  Carollno  Gallup  Read, 
entitled  "A  historical  sketch  of  the  family  o\'  Captain  John 
Gallup,  slain  in  the  Great  Swamp  Fi^ht,  on  the  19th  of  De- 
ceml)er,  1675,"  was  read  i)y  Vice  President  Allen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stone,  it  was 

Voted,  That  Vice  President  Allen  be  requested  to  reply  to  Mrs.  Bead, 
thanking  her  for  her  verj^  acceptable  communication,  and  soliciting  for  the 
archives  of  the  Societ\'  the  rare  document  of  which  she  speaks. 

It^was  announced  by  the  Committee  on  Lectures  that  on 
the  first  evening  in  February,  Rev.  Carlton  A.  ."Staples  would 
read  a  paper  on  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Enos  Hitchcock,  of  revo- 
lutionary memoiT. 


Adjourned. 


Amos  Perry,  Stc'y, 


TREASURER'S     REPORTS 


Dr.     Bichmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  u-ith    the   rJiode  Island 
Iliitorical  Society. 
1875. 
Jan.  19.     To  cash  on  hand,  .... 

"   balance  of  semi-contennual  account,  Avith  interest, 
187G. 
Jan.  18       "  Taxes  from  one  hundred  and  twelve  members  to 
date,  at  $3,     - 
"  admission  fees  of  tlurt^-six  members,  at  fo, 
"  interest  from  City  Savings  Bauli,  July,  16,  1875, 
"  "       "  "  "        Jan.  17,  187(i, 

"  cash  for  sale  of  boolis,         ...  - 


,^938 

70 

14 

24 

oOfi 

00 

180 

00 

22 

14 

10 

20 

24 

50 

^1,525 

78 

Cr.     liichmond  P.  Everett,   Treasurer,  in  acccmnt  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 
1875. 

Feb.  10.     For  printing  report  for  1874,               -            -            -  $402  91 

187G. 

Oct.  25.       "           "             "           "  1875,             -            -            -  219  24 

Jan.  18.       "    Building  and  Grounds,     -            -            -            -  249  10 

Expressages,  postages,  and  advertising  meetings,  148  94 

binding  papers,      -----  135  00 

renewal  of  Insurance  on  Building,          -            -  45  00 

gas  and  fuel,           -            -            -            -            -  22  55 

balance  account,    -----  303  04 


1,525  78 


tkeasueer's   reports.  47 

There  is  ou  deposit  in  tlic  Cilj'  Savings  Bank  tliis  day,  Jan- 
nary  18,  187fi,           -..--.  §300  04 
Witli  the  Treasnrer,           ....                         .  3  qo 


!$303  04 
RICHMOND   P.   EVERETT,    Ireasnrer. 
Phovidexck,  January  18,  187G. 

Tlie  undersigned  have  examined  the  above  account  with  the  vouchers,  and  find 

the  same  coirect.  Balance  on  hand,  carried  to  new  account, Three  hundred  three 

and  4-lOOths  dollars. 

-IT.  T.  BECKWITH,         |    ,     ,•, 

*  Auditors. 

WALTER   BLODGET,  ) 

LIFE   MEMBERSHIP. 

Dr.     Jiirhmoinl  P.  Everett,    Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Hhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

1875. 

Jan.     18.  To  cash  on  hand,        -----  ^<i;594  ^^ 

April  \2.  Life  ineml)ersliip  of  Albert  G.  Angell,           -            -  50  00 

July      1.  Interest  I'roni  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  IG  47 


$591  31 


Or.     Richmond  P.  Etervtt,   Treasurer,  in  account  icith  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 
187G. 
Jan.  18.     Bj- cash  ou  hand,  -----  .<^59i  31 

There  is  on  deposit  in  the  Providence  Institution  for  Savings, 

this  day,  January  18,  1876,  -  -  -  -  ,«;r;9i  31 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT,  Treasurer. 
PucjviDEXCE,  January  18,  187G. 

The  undersigned  have  examined  this  accounl  and  find   it  correct.    Balance  on 
hand,  live  hunilred  and  ninety-one  and  31-l(i(iths  ilollars. 

If.  T.  BECKWITH,         ; 


,  Auditors. 
WALTEK    ULODUET,  > 


PuoviDENCE,  IStli  .January,  187C. 


REPORT  OF  NORTHERN  DEPARTMENT 

OF   THE 

HHODE    ISL.VND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY, 

1875. 


Duriug  the  j'ear  jnst  closed  the  Uhocle  Island  Historical  Society  has 
showu  ail  activity  not  surpassed  iu  auy  previous  year  of  its  history.  The 
Committee  having  the  matter  in  charge,  have  provided  much  needed  addi- 
tional shelf  room,  and  made  other  desirable  improvements.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Lectures  and  theKeadiug  of  Papers  have  been  diligent  and  success- 
ful in  securing  attractions  in  their  department,  and  the  subjects  discussed 
l)y  gentlemen  who  responded  to  their  invitations,  were  listened  to  by  large 
and  interested  audiences. 

Tlie  contributions  for  the  year  number  :2,(U'J.  llauy  of  these  were  se- 
cured l)y  personal  solicitations,  and  a  large  number  l)y  exchanges.  Most 
of  the  residue  were  voluntary  donations,  while  a  few  desirable  books  and 
pamphlets  were  obtained  by  purchase.  Of  the  foregoing,  I,G51  are  pamph- 
lets, varied  in  their  topics;  18!)  bound  volumes;  and  Gi^o  manuscripts. 
The  remainder  comprise  newspapers,  broadsides,  engra\iugs,  maps, 
relics,  &c.     The  contributors  are  as  follows  : 


Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
Maine  Historical  Society, 
Essex  Historical  Society, 
N.  K.  Historic  and  Genealogical 

Society, 
New  Hampshire  Ilistoi'ical  Society. 
Vermont  Historical  Society, 
Connecticut  Historical  Society, 


New  York  Historical  Society, 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 
Delaware  Historical  Societj', 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society, 
Virginia  Historical  Societ}^ 
Georgia  Historical  Society, 
Maryland  Historical  Society, 
Long  Island  Historical  Society, 
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Ohio  Historical  Society, 

Wisconsin  Historical  Societ}', 

Iowa  Historical  Society, 

Minnesota  Historical  Societj-, 

Bnflalo  Historical  Society, 

American  riiilosopliical  Society, 

Qnebec  Historical  Societj', 

Vermont  State  Library, 

"Wilmington  lustitnte, 

Smithsonian  Institute, 

Franklin  Society,  Chicago, 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association, 

Bowdoin  College, 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

Yale  College, 

American  Unitarian  Association, 

Department  of  the  Interior,  AVash- 
ington, 

Eoyal  Society  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
Lisbon, 

Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiqua- 
ries, Copenhagen, 

Royal  University,  Christiana,  Nor- 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Providence, 
A.  V.  Jenckes, 
Henry  T.  Beckwith, 
William  G.  Williams, 
Edwin  M.  Stone, 
Z.  Allen, 

Mrs.  John  P.  Knowles, 
Mrs.  Amy  Ann  Dyer, 
Calvin  and  Richard  Xewcomb,  Prov- 
idence, 
John  A.  Howlaud,  Providence, 
William  J.  Harris,  " 

J.  E.  C.  Earnham,  " 

R.  I.  State  Auditor,         " 
7 


State  Board   of  Charities,    Provi- 

idence, 
John  C.  Harris,  Providence, 
Miss  Maria  M.  Benedict,  Providence, 
Henry  M.  Rawsou,  " 

Amos  Perry,  " 

Mrs.  Ezra  Howard,  " 

J.  M.  Addeman,  " 

State  of  Rhode  Island, 
William  B.  Weedeu,  Providence, 
J.  G.-  Peck, 

Henry  B.  Anthony,  " 

George  T.  Paine,  ' ' 

Benjamin  T.  Eames,         " 
John  F.  Driscol,  " 

Henry  Russel  Drowne,  New  York, 
Henry  Thayer  Drowne,        " 
G.  K.  Warren,  Washington, 
Phineas  Bates,  Jr.,  Boston, 
Com.  G.  H   Preble,  Philadelphia, 
Wendell  P.  Garrison,  Orange,  N.  Y. 
A  R    SpofTord,  Washington, 
E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  New  York, 
Franklin  B.  Hough,  M.   D.,   Low- 

ville,  N.  Y. 
Horatio  N.  Knowles,  Narragausett 

Pier, 
H.  H.  Morgan,  St.  Louis, 
Charles  P.  Preston,  Danvers, 
Col.  Albert  H.  Hoyt,  Boston, 
Alfred  T.  Turner,  Boston, 
Gen.  George  S.  Greene,  New  York, 
John  L.  Hayes,  Boston, 
Silas  Bontils,  Mentone,  So.  France,. 
Christian  Association,  Worcester, 
Gen.  J.  Watts  De  Peyster,  Tivolia, 

N.  Y. 
Lt.  G.  M.  Wheeler,  Washington, 
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Samuel  A.  Green,  M.  D.,  Boston, 
George  L.  Collins,  M.  D.,  Prov., 
J.  Tlionipsou  Brown,  Riclnuoncl,Va. 
Frederick  Muller,  Amsterdam, 
Lt.  J.  E.  Ililgard,  ^Yasllington, 


Citj''  of  Providence, 

J.  Campbell,  New  York, 

A.  A.  Livermore,  Meadviile,  Pa., 

Col.  George  H.  Smith,  London. 


RELICS. — WEYBOSSET   15UIDGE. 

Among  the  relics  already  referred  to  are  ninety-three  specimens  of  flint 
implements  and  fossil  bones  from  the  bone  caves  of  Mentone,  in  the  south 
of  France,  collected  there  by  Silas  Bonflls,  Es(i.,  and  presented  by  him  to 
the  Society  through  Scott  A.  Smith,  Esq.,  of  this  city.  As  connected 
with  pre-historic  times,  they  possess  peculiar  interest. 

From  Mr.  Joseph  II.  Atwater,  of  this  city,  a  relic  of  curious  interest 
has  been  received.  It  is  a  neatlj'  turned  cone  manufactured  from  a  piece 
of  white  oak  timber,  declared  to  have  been  used  in  building  the  first  Wey- 
bosset  Bridge,  by  Roger  AVilliams  and  his  friends  iu  IGGO.  The  timber  was 
unearthed  in  1871,  while  men  were  laying  a  public  sewer  opposite  No.  11 
Market  Square. 

That  a  bridge  was  iu  existence  at  the  date  above  named  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  the  town  in  petitioning  the  General  Assembly  that  year  to  be 
released  from  an  assessment  of  £30  towards  building  a  prison  in  Nevv'port, 
pleaded  in  bar  that  they  had  just  expended  £130  in  building  a  bridge.  In 
1G62  the  town  ordered  a  bridge  to  be  built  over  the  Moshassuck  river, 
"by  Thomas  Olney's  house,"  the  site  now  occupied  by  Bower's  Block,  ou 
North  Main  street,  and  which  at  that  time  was  but  a  few  rods  from  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  Cove.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  the  bridge 
was  l)uilt  at  that  i)lace.  The  late  venei'able  President  of  this  Societj^ 
thought,  that  if  built,  it  "  must  have  been  further  up  the  river,  either  the 
]\Ioshassuck  or  the  Woouasquatucket,"  for  the  purpose  of  getting  to  the 
natural  meadows  at  the  head  of  the  Cove.     This  is  probable. 

In  1GG3,  George  Sheppard  gave  to  the  town  all  his  land  west  of  "  the 
seven  mile  line,"  for  the  support  of  Weybosset  Bridge.  This,  I  presume, 
was  the  structure  erected  about  1G60,  before  referred  to.  It  was  natural  that 
a  bridge  should  be  built  at  this  place.  Here,  at  the  entrance  of  a  higliwa}' 
to  Connecticut,  a  ferry  had  previously  been  established,  and  an  increasing- 
town  i)opulatiou,  as  well  as  an  increasing  travel  from  abroad  through  the 
town,  demanded  a  more  convenient  method  of  crossing.  Assuming, 
without  evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  the  bridge  of  IGGO  was  the  original 
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"\Ve.vbosset,  the  way  is  clear  for  the  statemeut  of  another  consecutive 
fact,  viz.  :  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  bridge  fell  into  decay,  and 
rectuired  to  be  repaired.  To  this  end,  on  tlie  Ctli  day  of  February,  16G4-G5, 
Thomas  Harris  and  Valentine  AVhitnian  employed  John  Whipple,  senior, 
Thomas  Roberts,  and  Resolved  Waterman,  "to  mend  up  and  build  up  the 
bridge  at  Providence,"  in  a  satisfactory'  manner,  as  minutely  described  in 
the  articles  of  agreement,  "  and  for  t'.ieir  pains  and  labor  about  the  prem- 
ises," tliej'  Avere  to  receive  fourteen  pounds  and  ten  shillings,  in  wheat  at 
five  shillings  per  ])usliel,  peas  at  four  shillings  per  bushel,  and  Intlian  corn 
at  three  shillings  per  bushel,  and  what  peage  was  to  be  paid  was  to  be 
valued  at  sixteen  to  the  peiniy  for  white,  and  eight  to  the  penny  for  black. 
The  witnesses  to  this  agreement  were  Thomas  Olney,  senior.  Discovered 
Olney,  and  James  Olney.  From  the  amount  and  variety  of  repairs  re- 
quired it  is  evident  that  the  contractors  did  not  entertain  extravagant 
ideas  of  the  value  of  their  labor. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  bridge  again  needed  repairs  which  the 
state  of  the  town  treasurj'  did  not  authorize  the  public  authorities  to  make. 
Shadrach  Manton  and  Nathaniel  Waterman  proposed  to  raise  money  for 
the  purpose  by  private  subscription,  but  soon  abandoned  the  plan  as  hope- 
less. Yet  the  bridge  must  be  put  in  condition  for  safe  travel,  or  public 
convenience  would  suffer.  At  this  juncture  Roger  Williams  came  to  the 
front.  He  notified  the  town  that  if  they  would  permit  him  to  receive  "  a 
moderate  toll  of  strangers  of  all  sorts,"  he  would  take  the  bridge  under 
his  care  and  maintain  it  as  long  as  it  pleased  God  that  he  should  live  in 
rroviden:-e.  As  an  equivalent  for  the  use  of  the  bridge  by  his  townsmen, 
he  required  one  day's  work  of  a  man  each  year  for  every  faniily.  Those 
having  teams  and  using  the  bridge  much,  were  to  give  him  one  day's  work 
of  a  man  and  team,  and  those  using  it  less  were  to  give  half  a  day's  work, 
lie  further  agreed  that  should  he  by  this  undertaking,  "gain  meadow 
eciual  to  the  town's  yearly  help,"  he  would  relinquish  his  claim  for  labor; 
in  other  words,  make  the  bridge  free  to  all  the  inhabitants.  These  terms 
were  accepted,  and  for  live  years  he  kept  his  contract  inviolable,  thus 
securing  to  W^eybosset  side  "a  settled  way"  of  great  importauce,  inde- 
pendent of  its  advantage  to  the  town.  In  1C72,  the  grant  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liams was  repealed,  and  thenceforward  the  respousibilit}-  of  keeping  up 
the  bridge  devolved  ui)on  the  public  authorities. 

MANUSCUirrs,  poktijaits,  etc. 
The  manuscripts  before  mentioned,  were  intercepted  while  destined  to 
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the  paper  mill.  They  cousist  of  coiniwercial  letters,  iuvoice.s,  and  other 
papers  relating  to  several  vessels  owned  in  this  cit}',  before  and  since  the 
American  Jicvolution,  that  were  in  the  South  American,  China  and  domes- 
tic trades.  These  papers,  together  with  thirt}'-three  account  books,  saved 
at  the  same  time,  some  of  which  date  back  to  1740,  will  be  found  of  great 
value  in  illustrating  the  histor}'  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Providence 
at  an  earl.v  day.  It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  so  much  material,  inval- 
uable for  historical  purposes,  is  thoughtlessly  disposed  of  to  collectors  of 
paper  stock,  instead  of  being  deposited  where  it  could  l)c  made  subsidiary 
to  local  and  general  histor.y. 

Among  the  engraved  portraits  added  to  our  collections  during  the  year 
is  a  fine  one  of  the  kite  Rev.  David  Benedict,  D.  D.,  of  Tawtucket,  pre- 
sented bj'  his  daughter,  Miss  Maria  M.  Benedict,  and  one  in  Buttre's  best 
style  of  art,  of  Colonel  Samuel  Ward,  a  distinguished  son  of  Rhode 
Island,  a  \aluable  memoir  of  Avhom,  prepared  by  his  grandson,  Colonel 
John  Ward,  of  New  York,  was  recently  read  before  this  Society.  The 
portrait  was  engraved  from  a  miniature  painted  by  Miss  Anne  Hall,  of  that 
city,  and  presented  l)y  Henry  Thayer  Drowue,  Esq  ,  Avho  at  the  same  time 
placed  thirty  additional  copies  in  my  hands,  which,  by  his  request,  were 
distributed  to  members  of  the  Society  present  on  the  evening  the  memoir 
of  Colonel  AVard  was  read.  Mr.  Drowne,  as  a  native  of  this  State,  has 
shown  an  unvarying  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  our  Society,  and  de- 
serves, as  is  cordially  tendered  to  him,  our  warmest  thanks  for  his  services 
in  promoting  it. 

Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green,  Librarian  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
still  continues  to  be  one  of  the  largest  contributors  to  our  collections,  and 
omits  no  opportunity  to  increase  their  value. 

THE  society's  work  pkoguessixg. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  the 
work  of  arranging  the  collections  of  the  Society  has  been  steadily  going 
forward.  Within  the  year  three  thousand  Rhode  Island  pamphlets,  his- 
torical, political,  judicial,  military,  linancial,  scientific,  medical,  educa- 
tional, and  upon  various  other  topics,  have  been  collated,  classified,  and 
bound  ;  making  about  tw'O  hundred  volumes,  in  an  accessible  form.  Seven 
thousand  manuscripts  have  also  been  examined,  arranged  in  chronological 
order,  and  mounted  for  binding,  making  upwards  of  twenty  folio  volumes. 
These  are  in  the  hands  of  the  binder. 
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Xo  more  important  work  has  been  nnclertakeu  since  the  Societj'^  was 
roiincled,  and  these  manuscripts  in  this  available  form,  and  which  Avill  be  of 
incalculable  advantage  to  the  student  of  Rhode  Island  historj-,  for  the  light 
they  throw  upon  business  and  social  life  among  us,  will  be  welcomed  as  a 
first  installment  of  still  more  numerous  treasures  yet  to  be  brought  to  light 
from  the  archives  of  our  Society. 

A     KARE    PAMPHLET     HY     UOCEU     WILLIAMS. 

There  has  recently  come  to  ligiit  a  rare  publication,  which,  so  far  as  I 
can  learn,  has  escaped  the  notice  of  bil)liographers.  It  is  a  pamphlet  of  ten 
pages,  written  and  published  by  Roger  Williams,  entitled  "  Ax  ANSWER 
to  A  LETTER,  Sent  from  3lr.  Coddington  0/ Rode-Island,  to  Governour 
Leveret  0/ Boston  in  what  concerns  J{.  W.  of  Providence"  This  "An- 
swer," iifac-simllie  copj'  of  which  is  reproduced  in  this  report,  explains  the 
occasion  of  its  being  written  and  printed.  Governor  Coddington,  who 
took  exceptions  to  the  coui'se  iiursued  by  Mr.  Williams  in  his  coutroversj" 
with  George  Fox  and  his  followers,  addressed  a  letter  to  Governor  Lev- 
erett,  of  Boston,  complaining  of  the  countenance  he  had  given  to  Mr. 
Williams  in  this  matter.  To  this  Governor  Leverett  wrote  a  reply,  but, 
l)efore  forwarding  it  to  his  Newport  compeer,  he  sent  both  Governor  Cod- 
diugton's  letter  and  his  rep!}'  to  Mr.  Williams,  at  Providence,  for  his 
l)erusal.  Whereupon  came  forth  the  "Answer  "just  referred  to.  An  attempt 
to  recover  the  Coddington  and  Leverett  letters  has  proved  fruitless.  Long 
and  careful  research  has  furnished  probable  evidence  of  their  having 
"gone  to  the  receptacle  for  things  lost  on  earth,"  and  what  constituted  the 
"  bitter  charge  on  Governor  Leveret,"  or  in  Avhat  sense  "  the  Governor's 
answer  was  truly  christian,"  will  never  be  known. 

The  paui])hlet  of  which  I  am  speaking  came  into  my  hands  in  a  dilapi- 
dated condition.  The  title  page  is  missing,  but  from  the  half  title  intro- 
ductory to  the  letter,  a  title  page  has  been  constructed,  such  as  may  have 
appeared  on  the  original,  wltli  the  addition  of  an  imprint.  On  the  margin 
of  the  tirst  page  Is  written  the  name  of  John  Foster,  and  there  is  satisfac- 
torj'  evidence  that  this  publication  was  issued  from  his  printing-house  in 
Boston,  subsequently  to  the  burning  of  Providence,  in  IGTfJ.  Of  the  merits 
of  the  controversy  to  which  the  "Answer"  of  Mr.  Williams  refers,  it  is 
unnecessary  here  to  speak.  Tlie  style  and  spirit  of  controversial  writings 
of  that  period  took  form  and  complexion  from  the  positive  temperament 
of  their  authors;  and  it  must  be  confessed,  that  while  the  style  was  not 
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always  graceful,  the  spirit  sometimes  transcended  the  law  of  courtesy.  It 
Avould  seem  from  the  tenor  of  Mr.  Williams's  "Answer,"  that  Governor 
Coddington's  letter  must  have  been  severe. 

.JOIIX    FOSTER, 

whose  name  is  thus  linked  with  that  of  Roger  Williams,  -vvas  born  in  Dor- 
chester, Mass.  He  was  a  son  of  Hopestill  and  Elizabeth  (Giles)  Foster, 
and  grandson  of  Hopestill  Foster,  who  settled  in  Dorchester  in  1G34,  or 
eai'lier.  He  was  gi'aduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1667.  He  was  per- 
mitted by  the  colonial  government  to  set  up  a  printing-house  in  Boston, 
being  the  first  established  in  that  town,  and  was  an  authorized  "  Conduc- 
tor of  the  Press  "  In  1676  he  printed  Iloger  AVilliams's  famous  controver- 
sial work,  entitled  "  George  Fox  Digg'd  out  of  His  Burro vves,"  &c.,  and 
this  "  Answer  "  to  Governor  Coddiugton  was  probably  printed  between 
1678  and  1680.  In  1680  he  printed  "  A  Confession  of  Faith  owned  and 
consented  unto  b}^  the  Elders  and  Messengers  of  the  Churches  assembled 
at  Boston  in  New  England,  May  12,  1680,"  and  also  "A  Platform  of  Church 
Discipline  Gathered  out  of  The  Word  of  God,"  etc.,  known  as  "The 
Cambridge  Platform."  He  likewise  printed  a  numljer  of  small  tracts  on 
his  own  account.  Mr.  Foster  was  a  skillful  mathematician,  and  calculated 
and  published  Almanacs.  Thomas  says  that  "  to  his  Almanac  for  1681  he 
annexed  an  ingenious  dissertatiou  on  comets  as  seen  at  Boston,  in  Novem- 
ber and  December,  1680."  Savage  says  he  designed  the  Arms  for  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts.  He  died  at  Dorchester,  September  9,  1681, 
aged  33  years.  Two  poems  on  his  death  were  printed,  one  written  by 
Thomas  Tilestone,  of  Dorchester,  and  the  other  l)y  Joseph  Capeu.  Mr. 
Foster  was  succeeded  in  business  in  Boston,  by  Samuel  Sewall,  who  be- 
came a  bookseller  and  publisher. 
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Seni  frojfi    Mr,    Coddington     of     Rode- 
Ifland,  to  Gover/iour  Leveret  <?/ Bofton 

in  what  concerns  R.  W.  of  Providence. 

THe  Letter  it  felf"  was  kindly  fent  to  me  from  the  Gover- 
nour  Leveret,  as  alfo  his  Anfwer  to  it,  which  was  truly 
Chrillian,  that  is  friendly  and  heavenly;  So  that  I  had 
thoughts  to  acquiefce  and  reft,  l^c.  But  confidering 
that  I  was  the  principal  Mr.  Coddington  gave  fire  upon,  (both  for 
difputing  and  printing,)  and  Governour  Leveret  but  as  AccefTory 
for  furthering  publifhing,  {^c. 

2.  That  the  Governour  acquainted  me  with  it. 

3.  That  we  are  commanded  (not  only  to  work  but)  to  abound  in 
the  toork  of  the  Lord,  as  not  knowing  which  fpall profper,  &c.  and  as 
knowing  that  our  lahour  Jhall  not  he  in  vain  in  the  Lord:  These  confi- 
derations  moved  me  to  put  my  weak  aged  Brains  and  fingers  to  this 
unpleafing  Task  :  pleafing  it  is  not  in  this  fenfe  that  Pagans,  Turks, 
Jews,  and  Papifts  laugh  and  lUimble  at  the  Controverfies  of  Prote- 
ftants,  (who  protell  and  witnefs  againft  them  all  :)  Partly,  as  Mr. 
Coddington  is  my  ancient  friend  at  Bojion,  {Old  and  New')  and  my 
long,  kind  friend,  and  Neighbour  on  Rhode  JJIand.  But  what  then  ? 
to  a  true  Child  of  God  All  things,  our  goods,  our  good  works  and 
Names,  our  Friends  and  lives  will  be  but  drofs  and  dung  when  once  we 
fee  them  Competitours  with  the  true  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

8  A  On 


2  Jfi  AnJ'wer  to  a  Letter 

On  thefe  two  Hinges  turns  Mr.  Coddingtons  Letter,  first  in  anger- 
\y  chiding  the  Governour  Leveret  for  his  dealing  with  the 
people  called  Quakers  at  Boflon  moft  unjuftly,  moil  ungratefully, 
for  New-England  and  Old  too  knows,  (J  know  it)  how  great  an 
Advocate  the  Governour  Leveret  (and  others)  living  and 
dead  have  been  to  plead  I'or  Moderation  toward  difl'enting  Confci- 
ences  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  andyet  declare,  that  he  and  all  Gover- 
nours  ought  (moderately)  to  banifh  Incivilities,  with  which  the  peo- 
ple called  Quakers  (or  Foxians)  are  defiled,  as  much  as  moft  that 
profefs  the   Chriftian  Name  and  worfhip. 

The  fecgnd  hinge  on  which  Mr.  Coddingtons  Letter  turns,  is  a  bit- 
ter charge  on  Governour  Leveret  for  his  furthering  the  publica- 
tion of  my  poor  Narrative  of  transaftions  between  the  Quakers  and 
my  felf. 

The  Governours  Anfwer  was  truly  Chriftian,  to  this  efteft,  viz. that 
the  Narrative  conteined  a  vindication  f>f  many  excellent  Truths  of 
Chrift  Jefus;  and  t'lerefore,  the  particulars  concern  my  felf,  to 
which  I  humbly  (before  God  Angels  and  men)  fay  as  followeth. 

F"irst,  Mr.  Coddington  goes  on  in  the  fame  bruitifh  Tract  that  Fox 
and  moft  of  them  run  in,  viz  a  fimple  kind  of  reviling,  viz.  Lyes  Lyes, 
Slaunders,  Slaunders,  (like  poor  Children  and  Scolds  l^e  :)  Thus 
moft  notorioufly,  doth  G.  Fox  conclude  moft  of  his  Anfwers  to 
I'o  many  heavenly  Pens  in  his  Folio  books,  viz.  [And  as  to  the  reft 
of  thy  Lyes  and  Slanders  they  are  not  worth  the  mentioning]  And 
thus  deals  Mr.  Coddington  (childiftily  and  clamoroufly)  againft  me 
thus  clamoring,  viz.  a  moft  flanderous  lying  book,  a  bundle  of 
lyes,  a  book  full  of  lyes  :  horrible  impudence  !  to  invent  fo  many 
lyes  and  prefent  them  to  the  K.  of  England,  (good  manners  would 
have  taught  him  to  have  faid  at  leail  our  Royal  Soveraign,  ^r.) 
And  except  he  had  fold  himlelf  to  do  wickedly  he  had  never  uttered 
fo  many  abominable  lyes. 

To  thefe  in  general  I  Anl'wer,  what  fober  ibul  (not  intoxicate  with 
the  bloody  Cup  of  the  Whore  of  Rome  who  is  drunk  with  the  blood 
of  Saints)  but  will  proclaim  that  oftentimes  the  whore  like  Potiphars 
wife  cryes  out  whore  first !  though  the  accufed  Joseph  will  be  found 
heavenly  chail,  from  thefe  whorifti  Lights  and  worfhip,  which  will 
be  found  (with  their  worfhippers)  all  the  world  over  in  Gods  mofl 
holy  feafbn  but  Children  of  the  Father  of  lyes  the  Devil. 

But  to  particulars,  he  faith  it  is  a  lye,  that  1  faid  that  G.  F.  flily 
departed,  when  faith  he,  he  was  never    prefent,  I  fay,   who   ever  reads 
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this,  will  see  (efpecially  in  mv  Narrative)  that  G.  F.  by  Letters,  by 
Relations,  by  Copies  of  my  fourteen  propofals,  knew  all  matters  per- 
feftly,  and  they  kept  my  Letters  fent  to  the  Dep.  Governour  Cran- 
/ion,  (in  which  Letters  my  fourteen  Propofals  to  G.  F.  were)  as 
the  Deputy  openly  tellified,  until  C  F.  was  two  or  three  hours  under 
Sail,  that  it  might  be  Aiid,  that  G.  F.  never  faw  the  paper  I  fent  of 
my  fourteen  Propofals  to  him.  This  budnefs  of  G.  F.  being  per- 
,  fedtly  informed  of  my  offer  of  difpute  on  thofe  fourteen  Propofals, 
and  of  his  deliberate  withdrawing  (or  running)  is  fo  apparent  (as 
is  made  clear  in  my  Narrative)  that  he  that  fliall  deny  it,  mull:  de- 
ny that  he  himfelf  hath  any  breath  or  life,  or  is   a  man. 

2.  Mr.  Coddington  faith  that  the  firil  day  of  our  difpute  at  New- 
port was  fpent  in  examining  whether  any  would  fubicribe  to  my  four- 
teen Pofitions,  but  they  were  found  fo  grofs  that  none  would  fub- 
fcribe  to  them. 

But  why  doth  Mr.  Coddington  forget  thefe  two  things,  Firft,  that 
the  firft  day  was  fpent  (mainly  and  chiefly  after  fome  preparations) 
in  the  examination  of  a  true  and  falfe  Quaker  as  appears  in  my  Nar- 
rative. 2.  (and  confequently)  that  many  fpake  as  my  brother  Ro- 
bert WiUiatns,  Thomas  iVard^  Richard  Bailezv,  Willimn  Hichcock,  a- 
gainfl  the  monopolizing  of  Civil  and  Chriilian  Liberty,  viz.  that 
none  fhould  fpeak  to  any  point  except  thev  w'ould  fubfcribe  to  my 
fourteen  propofitions. 

Mr.  Coddington  faith  that  thefe  propofitions  were  fo  grofs  that 
none  would  fubfcribe  to  them. 

Anfw.  What  then  ?  if  I  never  offered  them  to  any  one  Soul 
to  fubfcribe  to  them  ? 

2.  If  they  were  io  fudden,  fo  ilrange,  and  high,  and  unexpedted, 
that  my  brother  (as  it.  is  in  print)  thought  I  charged  too  deep,  l^c. 

But  3.  What  were  my  charges  to  this  that  Spanifli  Inquifition  that 
•none  mufl  fpeak  or  objeft,  or  query,  except  he  fubfcribe  to  my  pro- 
pofals ?  doth  not  this  jullifie  the  Po///?',  and  J?///?;?/^/  fubfcriptions, 
and  proclaim  that  the  Paoills  and  Foxians  are  all  one  in.  their  fnares 
and  Engines  of  fubfcription,  which  my  brother  Robert  Williams  in  his 
Letter  proves  from  fome  propofitions  of  the  Bifliops  at  Lambeth, 
fhewing  more  moderation  then    pretended    Quakers  at    Rhode  IJland. 

The  third  Lye  Mr.  Coddington  fallens  on  me  is  that  1  fli  ould  ac- 
knowledge that  John  Burnet  fpake  (in  his  publick  fpcech  or  Sermon) 
many  excellent  Truths    of  God,  and  that  afterwards   I    dcnyed    them. 

This  Charge  hath  reference  (or  may)  to  twelve  dillinft  times  and 
A  2  paflages. 
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Firft,  to  a  fornicr  coming  of  mine  to  their  General  Aflembly  were 
to  fpakc  folemnly  that  John  Burnet  had  fpoke  many  holy  Truths  of 
God  but  yet  alfo  propofed  many  Queries  whether  their  Spirit  was 
the  true  Spirit  of  God  by  which  they  fpake  then  ?  and  whether  their 
Chrift  was  the  true  Lord  -Jefus  Chrifl  ?  which  fhews  my  approbation 
of  general  Truths,  but  alfo  my  witncfs  againil  their  falfe  application 
of  them,  and  I  had  gone  on  in  prefling  thofe  Queries  had  not  the  pray- 
ers of  the  Governours  wife,  and  the  finging  of  Henry  Nichols,  and 
the  fuddcn  prayer  and  diflblving  of  the  meeting  by  John  Burnet, 
ftopt  my  intended  proceedings. 

Upon  this  turning  me  off  from  their  general  meeting  I  resolved  (by 
Gods  help)  to  affault  this  Camp  of  Anti-Chriftians  to  wit  by 
offering  to  G,  F.  and  all  their  Apollles  a  folemn  difpute  upon  four- 
teen propofals.  In  this  difpute  William  Edmund/on  fell  upon  (con- 
trary to  the  order  of  an  equal  difpute)  a  large  Sermon  or  fpecch  to 
the  people,  of  about  an  hour  long.  John  Stubs  followed  him  and 
afterward  John  Burnet,  who  fpake  befl  as  to  Repentance,  in  general, 
and  turning  unto  God,  and  yet  I  faid,  although  he  had  delivered  ma- 
ny heavenly  general  Truths  :  yet  he  had  faid  no  more  then  he  might 
have  faid  before  the  Pope  and  the  Cardinals  in  the  Popes  Chappel 
at  Rome,  whereas  if  matters  come  to  be  examined  what  true  Repen- 
tance and  Faith  is,  it  will  then  be  seen  what  the  holy  Truth  of  God  is, 
and  what  the  deftroying  juglings  and  Lyes  of  Satan  are. 

4.  Mr.  Coddingtons  fourth  particular  Charge  againil  me  is,  that 
I  lyed  in  faying  that  the  first  day  of  our  difpute  at  Newport  was  an 
Eclipfe  of  the  Sun  which  I  applied  to  the  Foxians  Eclipfing  the  Sun 
of  Righteoufnefs,  and  to  his  glorious  breaking  forth  in  his  primitive 
and  Eternal  Truth  at  laft,  I  know  not  the  meaning  or  fenfe  of  this 
Lye  charged  on  me,  for  he  confeffeth  there  was  an  Eclipfe)  as  I  af- 
firm) only  he  laith  there  was  a  Thunder  before  it  (^which  who  dc- 
nyes  ?)  Only  Mr.  Coddingtons  Application  (in  oppofition  to  mine)- 
Let  every  Soul  judge  in  the  prefence  of  Jehovah,  who  hath  and  will 
decide  the  Difference  to  Eternity. 

A  fifth  Lye  charged  on  me  is,  that  as  I  abused  G,  F.  fo  I  abufed 
the  Original  which  John  Stubs  (in  effect)  reproved  me  in,  and  1  ac- 
knowledged my  errour. 

Anfzv.  I  do  not  think  that  John  Stubs  (I  hear  gone  to  the  pit  of 
Rottennes  and  I  am  going)  would  have  faid  fo  much  :  For  the  ninth 
of  IJai.  which  he  quoted  to  prove  that  Chrilf  was  God,  (which  I  nor 
no  true  Proteilant    denies)  I    perceived    was    quoted   in    derogation  to 
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his  true  Manhood,  (which  was  then  in  Agitation  :)  and  therefor 
though  I  granted  that  Chrift  Jeius  was  an  Everlajling  Father  (as  he 
was  God)  yet  I  alleadgcd  the  thoughts  of  many  excellent,  holy, 
and  learned  men,  that  the  word  Everlajling  Father  being  in  the  He- 
brew \_Ah,  aad'\  did  bui  fignifie  Pater  fecuii  the  Father  of  an  Age 
or  Ages  fignifying  the  propagation  of  and  Succeflion  of  true  Belie- 
vers or  followers  of  Jefus  to  the  worlds  end. 

John  Stubs  only  laid  that  feme  faid  it  fignified  Pater  Eternitatis  Fa- 
ther of  Eternity,  which  I  denied  not  (as  to  the  Godhead  of  the 
Lord  Jefus)  but  that  it  fignified  not  i'o  in  this  place,  and  that  it  did 
not  exclude  his  Humanity,  as   the  poor    Souls    the    Quakers  aimed  at. 

My  fixth  Lye  is,  that  I  denyed  that  Mofes  trembled,  until  John 
Stubs  produced  Heb.  12. 

I  fay  it  is  not  rational,  that  I  fliould  deny  Mofes,  or  David^  or  Ha- 
bakkuks.,  or  Daniels  trembling  only  I  denyed  that  the  Quakers  trem- 
bling now  in  quelUon  is  fuch  a  Quaking  as  theirs  was,  but  is  only  an 
external  and  notorioufly  cheating,  Quaking,  inftead  of  true  Chrifli- 
an  trembling. 

Unto  thefe  he  addeth  a  Story,  that  Anthony  Cook  came  to  Provi- 
dence to  difpute  with  me  but  that  I  waved  him  and  faid,  come  let  us 
gather  Apples;  The  truth  is,  it  is  a  filly  and  ridiculous  paflage,  for  it 
pleafing  God  to  burn  and  break  to  pieces  Mr.  Scots  houfe  and  Fence, 
(who  was  the  great  entertainer  of  the  Quakers  againft  his  wives 
Confcicnce,  no  fmall  persecution,  though  one  of  them  formerly  and 
a  fufFerer)  my  Lot  being  next,  was  open  to  all  fpoyle  by  Rea- 
fon  of  Mr.  ^ro/j  defeft  ;  the  Governour  Clerk  in  Mr.  Scots  name  a- 
greed  with  me  to  make  up  all  the  Fences,  and  look  to  the  Orchard, 
and  gather  the  fruit,  and  to  have  the  half,  I  did  fo,  and  the  Gover- 
nour coming  to  Town  with  Mr.  John  Eajlon,  Chriftopher  Holdstvorth, 
Mr.  Joseph  Briar.,  and  others  coming  into  the  Orchard  and  gather- 
ing what  they  pleafed  :  My  lejf  and  my  Indian  were  intent  and  care- 
ful to  gather  Apples  (what  I  could  in  haft)  for  Governour  Clerk 
(who  requefted  me  i^c)  going  away  fpeedily,  amongft  others 
whom  I  knew,  a  ft.ranger  (it  feems  one  Arthur  Cook')  asked  me  why 
I  would  write  a  book  againft  innocent  people  called  Quakers,  I  re- 
member 1  faid  to  this  purpofe  that  every  body  was  a  Chriftian,  eve- 
ry body  was  Innocent  in  their  own  eyes,  and  it  is  polhblc  I  might 
fay  to  my  Indian,  let  us  gather,  or  make  hafte  but  that  I  fhould  avoid 
difpute  with  Arthur  Cook,  or  all  of  them  (in  feafon  or  out  of  fea- 
fon)  is  not  to  be  imagined,  confidcring  what  I  have  done  already, 
y  A3  and 
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and  what  (through  the  help  of  the    true    Lord  Jefus)  I  refolve  to    do 

while  I  have  breath  to  draw  or  a  pen  and  hand  to  handle    it. 

2.  Mr.  Coddington  faith  Roger  Williams  his  hands  are  bound,  but 
he  perfecutes  with  his  Tongue,  Ij^c. 

I  Anlvvcr,  it  is  true,  there  is  a  perfecution  with  the  Tongue,  the 
Tongue  \s  Jharp  Arrows^  a  Szvord,  a  Fiper,  a  fire  from  Hell,  Sec.  but 
is  there  not  alfo  a  just  Reproof?  Rebuke  them  Jlparply\  Tit.  i.  Anfwer 
a  fool  according  to  his  folly  ^  &c.  Only  we  muft  be  fure  that  our  lips  be 
opened,  and  our  pens  employed  by  the  Father  of  Lights,  and  not  by 
the  dream  of  a  Light  within  our  felves,  which  will  end  in  Eternal 
darknefs. 

3.  Mr.  Coddington  faith  that  he  hath  the  Word  of  two  Majors  in 
this  Country  the  one  of  Major  Winflozu  now  Governour  of  Plymouth 
Colony,  who  faith,  Mr.  Coddington  after  he  had  heard  lohn  Burnet 
fpeak  at  or  about  Marsfield^  he  faid,  he  had  never  heard  fo  much  of 
the  Gofpel  in  all  his  life:  the  fecond  is  of  Major  Cranjlon  Dep.  Go-* 
vernour  of  Rhode  If  and,  &c.  who  faid  after  our  di'putarions  (as 
Mr.  Coddington  faith)  that  he  was  glad  he  heard  fo  much,  and  he 
was  fatisfied  :  To  which  I  fay,  what  is  this  to  the  Truth  ?  if  all  the 
Majors  and  Governours,  Princes,  Kings  and  Emperors  of  the  world 
agree  upon  an  Opinion,  Verdift,  Sentence,  or  Decree,  may  not  Peter 
a  poor  Fifherman,  and  Paul  a  poor  Tent-maker  overturn  them  all? 
yea,  a  poor  lad  or  Handmaid  bringing  one  holy  Scripture  for  evi- 
dence ? 

But  2.  I  have  many  Arguments  to  perfwade  me  that  both  the  Go- 
vernour Winfozv  &  Dep.  Governour  Cranflon  are  far  from  approv- 
ing their  Impieties  &  Incivilities  efpecially  that  monllrous  praftice  of 
their  Womens  and  maidens  ilark  nakednels,  which  might  make  each 
religious  or  fober  Spirit  to  abhor  that  Spirit  which  didlates  and 
guides  thefe  Unchrillian,  Inhumane,  Unwomanly  and  loathfome 
practices. 

I  have  humbly  (in  the  prefence  of  the  Eternal,  All-feeing  Eye) 
prefented  my  Apology  for  my  fe'.f  againll  Mr.  Coddingtons  charges 
of  Lyes,  Lyes,  Slaunders,  l^c.  I  end  with  a  few  quellions  friendly  pro- 
pounded to  Mr.  Coddington. 

I.  Will  he, deny  what  his  Eyes  and  Ears  have  feen  and  beard  in 
this  bufinefs?  Hath  he  not  feen  me  (I  know  by  the  power  of  Chrill 
lefus  whose  is  all  power  in  Heaven  and  Earth)  a  poor  old  Creature 
ftand  up  alone  againft  them  all  together  in  the  flourifhing  of  their 
Teachers  and  Profeffions  of  Earthly  power  about  them,  l^c. 

2.    Hath 
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2.  Hath  he  not  heard  me  abufed  with  the  Terms  of  thou  Old  many 
0/d  man,  till   for  Iliame  they  left  it  ? 

3.  Hath  he  not  heard  me  fay  that  one  Woman  as  well  as  another, 
and  all  the  Women  in  that  Afiembly  might  ftrip  themfelves  naked 
at  noon  day  to  the  horror  of  all  mankind  if  fiich  a  perlwafion  come 
upon  them  ? 

4.  Was  there  not  liberty  for  William  Harris,  William  Dyer ;  and 
others  to  (peak  freely  for  the  Quakers,  but  not  my  brother,  nor  Mr. 
Hitchcock^  nor  Mr.  Ward,  6^r.  might  have  the  same  liberty,  but 
fome  were  threatned  with  the  Conftable,  6^c-? 

5.  Hath  not  his  Ears  heard  that  when  I  produced  a  great  many  of 
C  Foxes  words,  and  defired  to  apply,  that  all  of  them  and  efpecial- 
ly  W.  Edmund/on  itopt  my  mouth  with  [Let  G.  Fox  his  words  alone, 
&'c.~\  and  fo  bruitifhly  ftopt  all  my  proofs,  which  can  not  be  ftopt, 
though    Heaven  and  Earth  perilh. 

6.  Did  not  Mr.  Coddinrjton'' s  Ears  hear  me  and  others  often  com- 
plain of  Interruptions,  when  lohn  Stubs  profefTed  thrice  I  had  not 
interrupted  them,  though  fome  had  :  and  that  when  W.  Edmundson 
began  his  firft  Sermon,  and  the  rell  followed,  and  I  defired  to  fpeak 
after  their  long  fpeeches  or  Sermons:  yet  then  I  was  llopt,  and  fome- 
times  fo  grofsly  by  W.  Ed?nundfon  that  Major  Cranjlon  was  forced 
to  fay  (out  of  the  Gallery)  let  the  man  fpeak,  let  him  have  liberty 
to  make  out  his  matter?   &^c. 

7.  Did  not  Mr.  Coddington  fenfibly  (to  all  mens  view)  rejoice 
when  I  offered  to  difpatch  the  five  remaining  points  [remaining  at 
Newport"^  in  five  quarters  of  an  hour,  which  I  had  performed  exact- 
ly had  not  the  impatiences  of  my  oppofites  interrupted  me,  and  yet 
I  was  not  much  above  my  time,  though  if  I  had,  my  Oppofites  inter- 
pofings  only  were  the  caufe  of  it  ? 

8.  Did  not  Mr.  Coddingtons  Eyes  fee  and  Ears  hear  that  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  three  dayes  difpute  at  Newport  I  never  gave 
them  a  reviling,  paflionate,  or  reproachful  word,  but  drew  them 
gently  on  to  debate  the  Matters  incumbent  and  proper  to  us,  with 
meeknefs  and  patience.  Did  not  Mr.  Coddingtons  Ears  hear  in 
the  clofe  of  the  three  dayes  at  Nezvport  a  woman  \_Eliz.  Williams 
now  with  God  in  Heaven]  fay  aloud,  \_The  man  hath  made  good 
what  he  undertook  againjl  you^  and  the  words  that  he  hath  fpoken  Jhall 
judge  you  at  the  last  day  ? 

More  I  might  inferr  to  Mr,  Coddingtons  very  fence,  but  I  pafs  on 
to  another  queilion.  What  fhould  be    the  Reafon   that    [i    loh.  2.  13.] 

A  4  Gods 
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Gods  Spirit  fhould  fay,  If  a?ij  man  love  this  ivorld^  or  the  things  in  this 

world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him. 

Doth  Mr.  Qoddington  think  to  be  lb  high  a  Saint  [above  the  Bi- 
fhops,  above  the  Presbyters,  above  the  Independants,  above  the  Bap- 
tifls]  and  yet  in  mens  account  loves  the  World  exceedingly,  and 
the  things  of  this  world  and  prefent  life,  ever  fince  he  came  to  New- 
Eng'andt  a  found  hath  come  after  Mr.  Qoddington  he  is  an  hard  man, 
a  worldly  minded  man,  and  at  Rhode  Ifland  how  many  Inftances  come 
there  in  [which  I  have  ready  by  me  of  Mr.  Codding,  a  worldly  man, a 
felf  feeking  man,  nothing  for  publick,  but  all  for  himfelf  and   private. 

I  will  not  mention  particulars  at  Portsmouth  &  Newport^  of  which 
I  have  told  him  as  I  had  opportunity,  but  I  will  only  remember  him 
of  fome  Covetous  and  Unchrillian  pafTages  during  the  late  bloody 
ftorms  amongft  us,  and  his  high  profeffion  of  a  Quaker. 

I.  A  confiderable  company  of  Providence  people  fled  to  Rhode 
Iftand,  their  Houfes  here,  their  Forts,  their  Fences  burnt  up,  and 
much  if  not  moil  of  their  Cattel  deftroyed;  they  obteined  leave  of 
the  Government  at  Nezvport  to  inclofe  a  piece  of  the  Common  to 
get  Corn,  ^c  They  inclofed  and  fent  two  men  (thoughtto  be  ac- 
ceptable with  Mr.  Qoddington)r.o  pray  his  favour  to  make  ufe  off  me 
of  his  windfall  Trees(which  lay  by  them)for  two  gates. (that  all  might 
pafs  through,  ^f.)  But  Mr.  Qoddington  (who  had  never  had  a  foot 
on  Rhode  Ifland  but  by  one  man  of  Providence  his  means)  now  a- 
bounding  with  Land  and  Trees,  turns  thefe  poor  Providence  diilref- 
fed  Souls  oiF  with  a  denyal,  vi%  except  they  would  gratify  his  world- 
ly feliifli  ends  and  conditions,  which  their  grieved  Souls  (cofider. 
ing  the  molt  unfeafonable  Covetoufnefs  of  them)  turned  away  with 
grief,  and  made    fome    other    fhifts  which    God    provided    for    them  : 

2. Again,  wheu  Providence  men  had  broken  up  the  Land,and  planted 
the  firll  year,  and  hoped  to  reap  a  fecond  Crop  [which  we  all  know 
to  be  the  betterj  Mr.  Qoddington  for  his  own  private  end  fliewed 
himfelf  a  Mole-rooting  in  the  Earth,  and  would  not  give  way  to  it. 

3.  I  could  name  many  Inilances  of  elder  and  later  date  :  One  I 
will  further  particularize:  A  poor  man  came  to  Mr.  Qoddington  in 
thele  late  bloody  diftrefles,  and  offers  to  buy  a  Bufiel  of  Corn  for  his 
poor  Wife  and  Children  in  great  want,  i^c.  Mr.  Qoddington  though 
abounding,  ^c.  would  not  let  this  poor  Soul  have  a  Bupel,  except 
he  would  pay  him  a  weeks  work  for  it,  which  it  is  faid  the  poor  man 
was  forced  to  give  him.  Alas  what  doth  the  Pope,  Cardinals,  Je- 
fuits,  Bifliops,    Doctors,    Presbyters,   Independants,    Baptilb,   Foxians, 

prate 
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prate  of  the  Chriilian  name,  and  new  and  o\i\- En  gland  talk  of 
Religionr'  How  many  thoul'ands  will  this  holy  Scripture  uncafe,  un- 
mask &  difcover  ?  Love  not  this  world ^  nor  the  things  that  are  in  this 
World,  if  any  man  love  this  World,  the  love  of  the  father  is  not  in  him. 
How  doth  /'/////(by  the  true  Spirit  of  God)  tell  us  that  Covetou/nefs 
is  Idolatry,  and  of  fuch  a  ilinking  nature  that  it  is  not  to  be  once  named 
among  the  Saints. 

Doth  not  the  fame  Spirit  of  God  by  James  cry  out,  I'e  Adulte- 
rers and  Adultereffes  do  ye  not  kno%v  :hat  the  friendfJiip  of  this  world  is 
Enmity  with  God,  whofoever  therefore  will  be  a  friend  to  this  ivorld  is  a?i 
Enemy  to  Gcd :  Few  among  thoufands  will  grant  they  are  Idolaters, 
Adulterers  Enemies  to  God,  but  our  worldlinefs  will  difcover  it  lelf 
at  lail  (what  e're  our  pretences  be)  to  our  own  Souls  and  the  Souls 
and  Confciences  of  all  men:  Oh  let  not  Mr.  Coddington  forget  the 
perfecution  ol  the  Tongue,  with  which  his  whole  Letter  is  Icaven'd 
and  four'd,  while  he  imputes  it  only  to  R.  IF.  and  let  him  not 
forget  his  cutting  Letter  to  Mr.  Bellingham,  and  his  damning  of  him 
Body  and  Soul  (after  his  Soul  was  I  hope  in  Abraham?,  bolbme,  and 
his  JJody  at  rell  in  his  grave.  I  would  dare  Mr.  Coddington  to  bring 
forth  thofe  printed  Letters  which  were  printed  at  Lofidofi  for  him, 
and  fent  him  over,  and  he  hath  them  by  him,  or  hath  burned  them, 
or  keeps  them  tor  a  dav  to  come,  wherein  let  his  perfecuting  ^  dam- 
ning Tongue(and  the  perfecuting  damning  Tongues  and  Pens  of  the 
Quakers  be  fet  theirs  &  mine,  the  one  againll  the  other,  and  let  it  be 
feen  whither  I  raile  &  fcold  with  crying  out  Lyes,  Lyes,  Bundles  of 
Lyes,  &^L.  yea,  whether  I  damn  the  Bodies  and  Souls  of  all  my 
Difl'enters,  and  though  I  fometimes  reprove  fharply,  (fbmetimes) 
as  the  holy  Spirit  prafticeth  and  commandeth  in  Scripture,  yet  whe- 
ther I  ten.ler  not  the  perfons  of  mine  Oppofites,  pity  them,  and  pray 
for  the  deftruction  of  their  fins  only,  but  the  falvation  of  their  preci- 
ous Souls  and  Bodies  alfo  :  Let  it  be  feen  whether  I  damn  all  the 
Saints  that  e\cr  were,  are,  or  fliall  be  that  are  not  of  my  opinion, 
as  G.  F.  and  moll  of  them  that  fpeak  and  write    for  their  opinion  do  ? 

10  R.  W. 
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I  Now  call  to  mind  one  paiTage  more  in  Mr.  Coddingtons  Letter, 
viz.  that  not  a  third  part  of  the  bouk  was  fpoken  I  have  faid  it 
more  then  once  in  the  Narrative,  57/2.  that  to  the  utmoll  of  my 
memory  in  the  holy  prefence  of  God  I  have  not  omitted  anything  I 
could  remember. 

2.  I  am  confident  that  no  subliantial  matter  is  omitted. 

3.  That  I  have  not  failened  any  Tittle  on  my  Oppofites  to  the  ut- 
moll of    my  memory  which  they  fpake  not. 

4.  Where  any  Quotations  out  of  G.  F.  and  my  Anfwers  are  ad- 
ded. I  tell  the  Reader  of  it:  To  alio  of  any  enlargement  which  I  in- 
tended to  deliver,  but  could  not  becaufe  of  their  Interruptions,  and 
Rellriftions. 

I  have  not  Mr.  Coddingtons  Letter  (to  the  Governour  Leveret^ 
by  me,  I  returned  it  immediately  back  :  poihbly  I  may  omit  fome- 
thing,  but  1  judge  none  of  his  material  exceptions,  objections  or 
charges  againft  the  Narrative,  I  know  (as  the  Papiils  do)  fo  do 
the  Quakers,  and  all  Sefts,  they  judge  their  Oppofites  Lvars,  Lvars, 
under  ftrong  delufions,  prejudices,  falfe  principles,  &^c.  To  which 
I  fay 

1.  Let  that  now  be  tried  by  fair  and  patient  difputes. 

2.  Or  by  fober  writings,  Anfwers  and  Replies,  dj^r. 

2.  We  mull  have  everv  man  to  venture  his  Soul  and  to  Anfvver  it 
(at  his  Eternal  peril)  to  the   moil    High    Father    of  Lights    &    Spirits 

3.  None  fhall  fee  the  Truth  but  the  Soul  that  loves  it,  and  digs 
for  it  as  for  treafures  of  gold  and  filver,  and  is  Impartial,  patient,  and 
pitiful  to  the  Oppofers. 

4.  The  fecrets  of  all  Controverfies  and  of  all  hearts  fliall  fliortly 
out  J    He  that  belleveth  maketh   Tiot  hajle. 
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KXTKIUENCK     OF     THE    YEAK. 

The  experience  of  another  j'ear  affords  agreeable  evidence  that  the 
objects  of  tliis  Society  are  becoming  more  and  more  appreciated  by  the 
l)nl)lic.  The  rooms  continue  to  be  frequently  visited  hy  authors  and  other 
persons  seeking  historical  information  not  elsewhere  to  be  obtained,  while 
our  newspaper  volumes  arc  not  less  frequently  consulted  for  legal  pur- 
poses. 

We  now  stand  at  the  entrance  of  the  Centennial  year,  the  very  name  of 
which  brings  fresh  to  memory  martial  and  civic  achievements  of  Rhode 
Island  patriots,  of  which  tlieir  posterity  may  be  justly  proud.  The  stories 
of  our  own  State,  from  the  burning  of  the  Gaspce  until  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  when  the  State  became  an  integral  part  of  a  noble  union, 
and  the  stories  of  Trenton,  Red  Bank,  Yorktown,  and  other  fields  on 
which  Rhode  Island  prowess  was  witnessed,  maj' properly  be  repeated  now, 
that  the  j'oung  maj'  become  imijued  with  the  spirit  of  seventj^-six,  and 
grow  up  devoted  to  the  fundamental  principles  which  underlie  and  give 
permanency  and  prosperity  to  a  Republic.  AVhatever  contribution  our  So- 
ciety can  make  to  the  history  of  the  birth  and  progress  of  this  great 
Nation,  in  influence  among  the  Nations  of  the  earth,  in  material  i)ros- 
perity,  in  social  and  intellectual  improvement,  and  in  moral  and  chris- 
tian worth,  will  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  still  more  increase  its 

usefulness. 

EDWIN   M.    STONE, 

Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  of  the  Nbrlhern  Depaitment. 

January  18,  187G. 
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Hon.  Charles  Jackson,  oldest  son  of  Hon,  Kichard  and  Nabby  (Whea- 
ton)  Jackson,  was  born  in  Providence  Marcli  4th,  1798,  and  died  January 
21,  187(j,  aged  77  years,  10  months  and  14  days.  He  was  prepared  for 
college  in  the  University  Grammar  School,  was  graduated  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  the  class  of  1817,  studied  law  with  Hon.  James  Burrill,  Jr.,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1820.  After  three  years' practice  he  left  the 
profession,  and  engaged  in  cotton  manufacture  in  Jacksonville,  Scituate. 
In  1839  he  removed  to  Providence,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
decease.  He  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  was  for  several 
years  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly.  In  1841-2  he  was  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  In  1843  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention,  and  in  1845  was  elected  Governor  of  the  State.  He 
was  twice  married,  first  to  Katherine,  daughter  of  Samuel  Dexter,  of 
Providence,  and  second  to  Phebe  Tisdale,  of  Scituate.  Two  sons  and  a 
daughter  survive  him.  It  has  truly  been  said  of  Governor  Jackson  that 
he  "was  a  great  deal  more  than  a  mere  business  man.  He  was  a  man  of 
very  large  intelligence,  of  very  wide  and  general  information  upon  a  great 
variety  of  subjects, — few,  if  any  men,  more  so  in  our  community."  Gov- 
ernor Jackson  was  an  original  member  of  this  Society,  and  the  last  sur- 
vivor of  the  thirteen  named  in  the  charter. 

RoBEKT  Hale  Ives,  second  son  of  Thomas  Poynton  and  Hope  (Brown) 
Ives,  was  born  in  Providence  September  IGth,  1798,  and  died  July  6th, 
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187'),  asrcd  7C>  years,  9  nioiilhs  and  I'O  days.  lie  was  prepared  for  college 
at  the  University  Grammar  School,  and  was  cjraduated  at  Brown  Univei-- 
sity  in  the  class  of  181().  Soon  after  gradiiatins  he  turned  his  attention 
to  mercantile  affairs  and  look  his  earliest  lessons  in  the  house  of  Brown  & 
Ives.  In  1824  he  made  a  visit  to  Europe  and  remained  abroad  tAvo  years, 
fillinij  the  time  with  travel  and  instructive  observation.  On  his  return  in 
1820  he  renewed  his  connection  with  the  aforenamed  firm,  and  in  1882 
became  a  partner  in  the  house  comprisiui;-  Nicholas  Brown,  Thomas  P. 
Ives,  Moses  B.  Ives,  John  Carter  Brown,  and  himself — a  firm  of  which  in 
later  years  he  became  a  leading  partner,  and  was  the  last  survivor.  It 
need  hardlj'  be  said  that  the  wisdom,  energy  and  iudustrj-  of  his  business 
life  was  crowned  with  eminent  success. 

The  culture  and  tastes  of  Mr.  Ives  were  illustrated  by  the  practical 
character  of  many  institutions  he  liijerall}'  fostered,  and  which  have  be- 
come the  ornaments  of  our  city.  The  Providence  Athenaeum,  the  Provi- 
dence Dispensary,  the  Butler  Hospital,  and  the  Ivhode  Island  Hospital, 
received,  from  time  to  time,  his  benefactions.  He  Avas  a  member  of  the 
first  Public  School  Committee,  after  the  adoption  of  the  city  charter  in 
1832,  and  for  several  years  its  Secretary.  He  was  for  many  years  Treas- 
urer of  the  Lonsdale  Manufacturing  Company.  He  was  forty-five  years 
Trustee  and  nine  years  Treasurer  of  Brown  University.  He  early  became 
a  communicant  in  St.  John's  Church,  in  Providence,  and  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  educational  and  missionary  enterprises  connected  with  the 
Episcopal  body.  He  took  a  broad  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  aflairs  of 
the  State  and  the  nation.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he  gave  a 
hearty  support  to  the  Union  cause.  At  the  battle  of  Antietam  in  18G2,  his 
only  son,  an  oflicer  on  the  staff  of  General  Eodman,  fell  mortally  wounded 
—a  sorrow  which  cast  a  shadow  upon  his  remaining  years.  In  October, 
1827,  he  married  Harriet  Bowen,  daughter  of  Thomas  Amory,  of  Boston, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children,  only  one  of  whom  survives.  Mr.  Ives 
became  a  member  of  this  Society  July  19,  1825,  and  was  a  contributor  to 
the  fund  raised  for  erecting  our  historical  building. 

Hon.  John  II.  CuFroin)  was  born  in  Providence,  January  IG,  1809. 
He  received  his  classical  education  in  Brown  Universitj-,  and  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1827.  He  chose  the  law  for  his  profession,  in  which  he 
rose  to  eminence.  In  1835  he  represented  New  Bedford  in  the  IMassachu- 
setts  legislature.  In  1802  he  was  President  of  the  Senate.  In  1849  he 
11 


58  RHODE    ISLAND     HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

was  appointed  Attorney  General  of  the  State,  and  in  18.53  was  elected 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  same  year  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Laws  was  conferred  npon  him  by  Amhers't  College  and  by  PIar\ard 
University.  In  18o4  he  was  again  appointed  Attorney  General,  and  held 
the  office  four  years.  In  18G7  he  retired  from  his  profession  and  was 
chosen  President  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Company.  The 
same  j'car  he  was  selected  by  George  Peabody  to  be  one  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Educational  Fund,  a  trust  which  he  held  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  January  2,  187G.  lie  was  elected  a  Correspond- 
ing Member  of  our  Society  July  19,  1837. 

It  has  justl}^  been  said  that  "any  .sketch  of  Governor  Clifford,  however 
otherwise  complete,  would  do  him  great  injustice  which  should  fail  to 
notice  the  patriotic  course  pursued  by  him  during  the  late  war.  From  the 
moment  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  to  the  close  of  the  contest,  he  gave 
his  whole  energies  to  the  support  of  the  Administration.  His  voice  and 
his  pen  were  given  with  his  whole  heart  to  the  service  of  his  country. 
From  the  very  first  he  never  doubted  an  instant  as  to  what  was  his  duty, 
nor  hesitated  in  performing  it.  President  Lincoln  had  no  truer  friend, 
and  he  knew  it;  and  General  Grant  no  more  earnest  supporter  in  the  work 
of  reconstruction.  Last  year  General  Gi'ant,  in  grateful  recognition  of 
his  patriotism  as  well  as  with  a  desire  to  secure  his  services  in  the  diplo- 
matic department  of  the  government,  tendered  to  Governor  Clifford  the 
mission  to  Russia,  and  afterwards  to  Turkey,  both  of  which  he  was 
obliged  to  decline. 

"  But  it  was  as  a  man,  as  a  private  citizen,  as  a  neighbor,  as  a  friend, 
that  those  who  knew  him  will  prefer  to  remember  him.  He  possessed 
such  traits  of  character  that  all  who  knew  him  respected  him,  and  those 
who  knew  him  best  loved  him  the  most." 

lion.  Thomas  II.  Wyxne,  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Librarian  of 
the  Virginia  Historical  Society,  died  in  Richmond,  Va.,  February  24tli, 
1875.  He  was  boim  in  that  city  January  22d,  1820,  and  though  deprived  of 
high  literary  advantages  in  early  life,  so  improved  his  opportunities  as  to 
qualify  himself  for  places  of  honor  and  trust,  to  many  of  wliich,  at  differ- - 
ent  times,  he  was  called.  He  was  early  inspired  with  antiquarian  tastes, 
and  devoted  much  of  the  strength  of  his  life  to  historical  investigations. 
He  was,  at  successive  periods,  Librarian  of  the  Mercantile  Lil^rary  Asso- 
ciation, of  Richmond,    Superintendent  of  the   City  Gas   Works,  Superin- 
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teiKlent  and  President  of  the  Eiclniiond  and  Petersburg  Eailroad,  member 
of  the  Common  Council  of  Eichmond,  President  of  the  Westluim  Iron 
Works,  member  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  Senator  of  Virginia, 
being  one  of  three  to  represent  Eichmond  and  Henrico  county.  He  was 
at  one  time  editor  of  the  Itichmond  Examiner,  and  also  brought  out  a 
series  of  valuable  historical  documents.  As  a  Cori'espoudiug  Member  of 
our  Society  he  made  several  very  acceptable  contributions  to  its  collec- 
tions.    Mr.  Wynne  died  as  lie  had  lived,  "  a  devotee  to  heartfelt  duty." 

IxcuE.vsE  Allen  LAPnA^r,  LL.  D.,  was  born  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  March 
7,  1811,  and  died  suddenly  at  Jlihvaukee,  "Wisconsin,  September  14th, 
1875.  He  was  elected  a  Corresponding  Member  of  our  Society  April  4th, 
1871.  He  was  a  man  of  unusual  natural  endowments,  and  his  scientific 
studies  qualilied  him  to  fill  with  honor,  both  in  his  native  State,  and  in 
Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Wisconsin,  the  positions  of  civil  engineer  in  the  con- 
struction of  canals,  and  of  State  Geologist  His  writings  were  numerous, 
and  in  the  toi^ography,  Geology  and  Mineralogy  of  Wisconsin,  he  was  an 
undoubted  authority.  In  18G0  the  lionorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws 
was  conferred  upon  him  l)y  Amherst  College.  The  knowledge  he  acquired 
l)y  study  and  observation  he  freely  imparted  to  others.  The  services  he 
rendered  to  the  Storm  Signal  Bureau  at  Washington,  were  otlicially  rec- 
ognized. Prof.  Agassiz  and  Prof.  Wood  both  acknowledged  their  indebt- 
edness to  him  for  valua1)le  contributions  to  their  respective  departments  of 
Natural  Science.  Dr.  Lapham  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Wisconsin 
Historical  Society,  and  for  several  years  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  its 
President.  He  will  long  be  remembered  with  respect  by  all  who  knew  him 
for  the  virtues  which  adorucd  his  life. 

Hon.  CiiAiiLES  W.  Upham  was  born  in  the  city  of  St.  Johns,  New 
Brunswick,  May  4,  1802,  and  died  in  Salem,  Mass.,  June  \b,  1876.  His 
father,  Joshua  Uphara,  removed  from  Brookfield,  Massachusetts,  to  New 
Brunswick,  and  was  made  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  a  member  of 
the  Council  The  subject  of  this  notice  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity in  the  class  of  1821,  and  took  high  rank  for  scholarly  attainments. 
Choosing  the  ministry  for  his  profession  he  pursued  the  customary  course 
in  the  Divinitj-  School,  and  was  afterwards  settled  as  colleague  pastor 
with  Eev.  John  Prince,  D.  D.,  over  the  First  Church  in  Salem,  where  he 
maintained  a  successful  pastorate  as  one  of  the  leading  clergymen  of  the 
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place,  imtil  near  the  close  of  1844,  wlieu  an  aft'ectiou  of  the  vocal  organs 
compelled  him  to  retire  from  clerical  life. 

Mr.  Upham  became  actively  interested  in  public  affairs,  and  in  1848 
advocated  the  election  of  General  Taylor  to  the  Presidency.  In  1852  he 
was  elected  Mayor  of  Salem.  Subsequently  lie  was  Representative  and 
afterwards  Senator  in  the  General  Court,  presiding  two  years  over  the 
Senate.  He  served  in  the  Thirty-third  Congress  of  the  National  House  of 
Rcpi'csentatives.  In  1853  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Con- 
vention. He  also  held  other  public  positions  indicative  of  the  respect  in 
Avhich  he  was  held.  His  tastes  strongly  inclined  him  to  literature  and  to 
historic  research.  He  was  a  careful  student  of  the  early  history  of  Salem, 
and  of  the  neighboring  towns.  His  "  Salem  Witchcraft,"  in  two  volumes, 
published  in  18G7,  is  an  honorable  testimonial  to  the  thoroughness  with 
which  he  pursued  his  investigations,  while  numerous  other  productions 
illustrate  the  versatility  of  his  pen.  Mr.  Upham  Avas  of  a  genial  tempera- 
ment, and  his  varied  knowledge  imparted  a  special  charm  to  his  conversa- 
tion. His  name  appears  among  the  early  elected  Honorary  Members  of 
our  Society,  the  connection  having  been  foi-med  July  19,  1833. 
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1877.  Phillips,  Gilbert  A.  1875. 
1877.  Pearce,  Edward  D.  Jr.  1877. 
184G.  liathboue,  William  P.  1858. 
1866.  Kogers,  Horatio  1861. 
1874.  Kichmond,  Erasttfs  1868. 

1876.  Kead,  James  II.  1868. 

1876.  Eawson,  Henry  M.  1874. 

1877.  Kichmond,  Walter  1874. 
1818.  Stone,  Edwin  M.  1874. 

1856.  Sabiu,  Charles  1876. 

1857.  Smith,  Amos  I).     *  1877.  187G. 

1868.  Steerc,  Henry  J.  1877. 
(2)                                     *  Deceased. 


Staples,  William 
Southwick,  Isaac  H. 
Snow,  Amos  W.     *  1877. 
Smith,  Henry  F. 
Swan,  Jarvis  J. 
Sellew,  Clinton  1). 
Staples,  Carlton  A. 
Sheild,  J.  Herbert 
Shaw,  James  Jr. 
Spencer,  Gideon  L. 
Smith,  Edwin  A. 
Shearman,  William  O. 
Sampson,  Charles  F. 
Spencer,  Joel  M. 
Snow,  J.  Lippitt 
Slater,  William  S. 
Sherman,  Roljert 
Slater,  Horatio  N.  Jr. 
Seagraves,  Caleb 
Seaburj',  Frederick  N. 
Taft,  Royal  C. 
Taylor,  Daniel  A. 
Thurston,  Benjamin  F. 
Traver,  William  H. 
Turner,  Henry  E. 
Taylor,  Charles  F. 
Trippe,  Samuel  G. 
Thayer,  Thatcher 
Williams,  William  (J. 
Waterman,  Kufus 
Westcott,  Amasa  S. 
Weeden,  William  B. 
Wales,  Samuel  II. 
Walker,  John  P. 
AVhitford,  George  W. 
Woods,  Marshall 
Woods,  John  Carter  Brou  n 
Wilson,  George  F. 


LIFE     MEMBERS 


Jan. 

1(1, 

,  1872. 

George  T.  Paine, 

Providence. 

Jan. 

1", 

1872. 

Henry  T.  Beckwith, 

u 

Feb. 

21, 

1872. 

William  Greene, 

Warwick. 

April 

b, 

1872. 

Rowland  G.  Hazard, 

Sontli  Kingstown. 

April 

.  25, 

1872. 

Holder  Borden  Bowen, 

Providence. 

•Tilly 

11. 

1872. 

Amasa  M.  Eaton, 

North  Providence, 

Jan. 

29, 

1873. 

James  Y.  Smith,* 

Providence. 

July 

11, 

1873. 

Jiirvis  B.  Swan, 

CI 

Jan. 

2G, 

1874. 

Benjamin  G.  Pabodie, 

(1 

April 

12, 

1875. 

Albert  G.  Angell, 

(( 

Jan. 

29, 

187G. 

William  Ely, 

" 

April 

11, 

1877. 

Hezekiah  Conant, 

Pawtncket. 

*  Deceased,  187G. 

PROCEEDINGS 


RHODE  ISLAND   HISTORICAL   SOCIETY. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 


Providence,  February  1,  1876. 

The  meeting  held  this  evening  was  called  to  order  at  7^ 
o'clock,  by  the  President. 

The  Cabinet  Keeper  announced  donations  made  to  the 
Society  since  the  last  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beckwith,  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  passed  ; 

liesolved,  That  the  oft'or  made  bj'  a  member  of  tliis  Society  and  accepted 
at  our  hist  meeting,  to  defray  the  expense  of  printing  Mr.  Dorr's  i)apers 
on  the  early  liistory  of  Providence,  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Tiib- 
lications,  with  power  to  act  therein. 

The  Secretary  read  one  letter  from  Mr.  Phineas  Bates, 
Jr.,  of  Boston,  and  another  from  Mr.  M.  D.  Oilman,  of 
Montpelier,  Vt.,  accepting  Corresponding  JNIemberships,  and 
thanking  the  Society  for  this  expression  of  a})preciation. 
Mr.  Oilman  concluded  his  letter  as  follows  : 
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"  I  cannot  let  the  opportnnitj'  pass  witliotit  an  allusion  to  the  similarity 
of  circumstances  surrounding  the  early  history  of  the  States  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Vermont.  The  former  in  its  early  struggle  for  existence  was 
encompassed  on  all  sides  by  colonies  ^vho  were  ready  to  carve  it  up  for 
division  among  themselves.  Again,  both  States  were  admitted  into  the 
Union  the  same  year. 

"Vermont  never  was  a  Colony  in  the  sense  in  which  the  word  is  com- 
monly used.  The  settlers  upon  our  lands  early  founded  an  organization 
for  independent  self-government,  and  continued  a  free  and  independent 
State,  though  beset  on  all  sides  bj  colonies  who  were  ready  to  divide  our 
territory  and  annex  it  to  their  own.  But  after  a  valiant  struggle  of  nearly 
thirty  years  our  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union.  An  allusion  to  these 
reminiscences  seems  aopropriate  to  this  centennial  year. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.    D.    GiLMAX." 

Ili'V.  Carlton  A.  Staples  read  an  interesting  paper  On  the 
late  Rev.  Enos  Hitehcoek,  D.  D.,  who  was  a  ehaplain  in  the 
revoliitionnry  aini}^  and  for  abont  twenty  years  pastor  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Providence. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  in  August,  177G,  when  a  j'oung  man  of  thirty-one 
years,  colleague  pastor  with  Kev.  Mr.  Chipman,  of  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Beverly,  Mass  ,  a  native  of  Springfield,  and  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  University,  in  the  class  of  17G7,  like  most  young  men  of  that 
time,  was  an  ardent  patriot,  and  threw  himself  into  the  struggle  with 
Great  Britain,  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  his  nature,  and  was  appointed  a 
chaplain  in  the  American  army  under  General  Gates.  From  Chaplain 
Hitchcock's  diar.y,  which  he  kept  from  the  time  he  entered  the  army  in  the 
Fall  of  '7G,  until  nearly  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Staples  read  copious  ex- 
tracts, which  gave  a  graphic  liistory  of  the  daily  incidents  of  the  war  as 
they  transpired  around  him,  which  were  exceedingly  interesting,  but  to 
which  only  this  brief  reference  can  be  made  in  this  report ;  except  this 
very  interesting  account  from  the  Chaplain's  diary  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant events  in  the  war,  the  capture  and  execution  (which  he  saw)  of 
Major  Andre.  After  giving  an  account  of  the  capture  of  Andre,  the  Chap- 
lain writes  : 

"September  2Sth,  1780:  Mr.  Andre,  the  British  Adjutant  General, 
and  Mr.  Smith,  brought  down  under  a  proper  guard.  29th  :  A  band  of 
General  officers  set  on  the  trial  of  Andre— Smith's  case,  (who  took  Bene- 
dict Arnold  to  the  Vulture  on  his  boat,)  referred  to  a  Court  Martial.  30th  : 
Andre  found  guilty. 

"  October  1st,  Sunday  :  Divine  service  at  10  o'clock  ;  the  execution  of 
Major  Andre  appointed  at  5   o'clock,  but  a  little  before  the  time  a  flag 
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arrived  from  Geu  Clinton,  desirlnij;-  to  have  the  execution  postponed  till  he 
could  send  another  with  some  proposal  for  saving  him.  The  execution 
deferred  for  the  present.  October  2nd,  1780:  At  12  o'clock  this  day  was 
executed  Major  Andre,  lie  received  his  fate  with  greater  apparent  forti- 
tude than  others  saw  it.  He  appeared  a  most  genteel  young  fellow,  hand- 
somely dressed  in  his  regimentals.  When  he  came  to  the  gallows  he  said 
he  well  knew  his  fate,  but  was  disappointed  in  the  mode.  He  ascended 
tlie^wagou  cheerfully,  fixed  the  halter  around  his  own  neck,  and  bound 
Ills  eyes  with  his  handkerchief,  and  said,  smiling,  'a  few  momei.ts  will 
settle  the  whole.'  Was  asked  if  he  had  anything  to  say;  lifting  up  the 
handkerchief  that  covered  his  eyes,  he  said  :  '  Gentlemen,  you  will  bear 
witness  that  I  meet  my  fate  like  a  brave  man.'  To  which  the  Chaplain 
adds  :  '  Behold  tlie  end  of  human  greatness ;  a  young  fellow  cut  off  in  the 
midst  of  the  brightest  prospects  by  the  liand  of  the  common  hangman !  " 

During  a  furlough  from  the  army  in  1780,  Chaplain  Hitchcock  visited 
his  brother,  David  Hitchcock,  then  living  in  this  city,  and  preached  a  few 
Sabbaths  for  the  First  Congregational  Church  here,  which  resulted  in  his 
receiving  a  call  from  the  Society  to  become  their  pastor,  which,  after  pro- 
curing a  substitute  for  himself  as  Chaplain  in  the  army,  he  accepted,  and 
was  installed  as  pastor  here,  October  1st,  1783,  Dr.  Cooper,  of  Brattle 
Street  Church,  Boston,  preaching  the  sermon,  and  Deacon  Samuel  Night- 
ingale, Dr.  James  Greene,  and  Mr.  Grindal  Beynolds,  being  the  Commit- 
tee of  Arrangements  in  behalf  of  the  church  and  society. 

Mr.  Staples  gave  quite  a  fnll  history  of  the  long  pastorate  of  Dr. 
Hitchcock  in  this  city,  illustrated  with  numerous  furthfr  extracts  from  the 
diary  he  kept  during  that  period,  with  descriptions  of  the  peculiar  man- 
ners and  customs  of  those  days  of  both  pastors  and  people,  which  were 
exceedingly  interesting  and  instructive.  He  was  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  until  his  death,  which  occurred  February' '27,  1803;  a  period  of 
more  than  twenty  years.  The  paper  closes  with  an  account  of  the  works 
he  publi.shed,  and  a  euloginm  of  his  many  public  and  private  labors  for  the 
good  of  all,  and  especially  his  influence  in  fostering  and  establishing  our 
public  schools,  and  his  high  character  as  a  Christian  minister  and  philan- 
thropist, patriotic  citizen  and  noble  man. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address  a  motion  wns  mode  by 
Mr.  Allon,  and  seconded  hy  Mr.  Stone,  that  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  he  presented  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sta[)1es  for  his 
highly  interestinof  discourse,  and  that  a  copy  he  reqiie:?ted  for 
the  archives  of  the  Society.  After  critical  and  coinplimen- 
taiT  remarks  hy  Messrs.  Allen  and  Stone,  the  resolution  was 
iinaniir.oiisly  j)issed. 

Notice  was  given  that  Mr.  George  C.  Mason,  of  Newport, 
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woukl  read  the   next  paper   on   the    15th    instant,  when   the 
meeting  "was  adjourned  to  the  call  of  the  Secretary. 

Amos  Perky,  Secy. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 


Providence,  February  15,  1876. 

A  special  meeting,  held  this  evening,  was  called  to  order 
at  7^  o'clock  by  Vice  President  Allen. 

After  reading  the  record  of  the  last  meeting  by  the  Secre- 
tary, the  Librarian  announced  donations,  calling  special 
attention  to  an  admirable  likeness  of  the  distinguished  divine 
and  philanthropist,  "William  Ellery  Channing,  D.  D. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stone,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were 
unanimously  voted  to  Dr.  AVilliam  F.  Channing,  the  donor 
of  the  portrait. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlctt  reported  in  behalf  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Binding  and  Cataloguing  the  Works  of  the  Society, 
showing  that  the  appropriation  made  by  the  State  has  been 
judiciously  and  profitably  expended  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  report  was  received,  and  the  same  Committee,  with 
Vice  President  Allen  added,  was  continued  with  instructions 
to  report  to  the  General  Assembly  and  make  application  for 
another  grant,  to  continue  the  work  so  well  begun. 

Mr.   Perry   declining  to  accept  the  appointment  on   the 
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Committee    on    Genealogical    Researches,    INIr.    George    T. 
Paine  was  elected  to  that  place. 

George  C.  Mason,  Esq.,  of  Newport,  was  then  introclnced 
by  the  Chairman,  and  read  a  highly  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive paper,  containing  an  account  of  a  remarkable  trial  that 
took  place  in  Providence  in  178G,  entitled  "Micholas  Easton 
vs.  the  City  of  Newport." 

A  year  or  two  prior  to  the  aforesaid  date,  Nicliolas  Easton,  Avho  had 
inherited  the  Easton  farm  in  a  direct  line,  hiid  cL-iim  to  the  pond,  marsh, 
and  beach,  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  land  conveyed  to  the  original  Nicho- 
las by  tlie  Freemen  of  Newport,  at  a  meeting  held  February  '>,  1G44,  for 
the  distribution  of  the  town  lands  undisposed  of,  and  subsequently  he  for- 
bade the  taking  away  of  sand,  gravel  and  seaweed  from  the  beach  Avithout 
his  knowledge  and  consent.  But  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  claim  till 
suit  was  brought  by  Easton  against  Gyles  Sauford,  for  trespass.  As  this 
was  to  be  a  test  case,  the  city  of  Newport  agreed  to  defend  it. 

The  city  of  Newport  was  represented  by  Messrs.  Marchant  &Clianning, 
Messrs.  Helme  &  Goodwin  appearing  for  the  plaintiff.  The  question  was 
argued  on  the  third  Monday  in  December,  178.5,  in  the  Court  of  Commou 
Pleas,  and  by  rule  of  the  Court  was  submitted  for  judgment  to  Samuel 
Huntington,  Governor  of  Connecticut ;  Eichard  Law,  of  New  London,  and 
Oliver  Ellsworth,  all  of  Connecticut,  who,  during  the  month  of  April  of 
the  same  year,  met,  by  appointment,  the  interested  parties  in  Providence, 
and  for  four  days  heard  the  testimony  in  the  case.  The  result  was  an 
order  of  the  court,  which  is  described  as  follows  :  "By  order  of  the  court 
plat  of  the  beach  was  made,  April  14th,  178G,  by  Caleb  Harris,  and 
together,  at  the  root  of  the  whole  matter,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  go 
back  to  the  early  distribution  of  land  at  the  time  that  the  Island  was  first 
settled.  The  spot  where  the  settlement  was  made  was  at  the  east  and 
north  end  of  the  Island.  The  following  spring,  their  numbers  having  in- 
creased materially,  some  of  the  members  removed  to  the  southern  and 
western  side  of  the  Island,  and  formed  a  new  settlement.  Counsel  stated 
that  Nicholas  Easton  planned  the  movement  to  the  southern  end  of  the 
Island.  Some  circumstances  led  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  to  elect, 
during  the  year  1637-8,"  Mr.  Coddington  as  Governor,  In  1640  the  voters 
decj^led  that  their  chief  magistrate  should  henceforth  be  styled  Governor, 
The  resolution  providing  that  the  towns  of  Newport  and  Portsmouth  shall 
be  represented  by  a  Governor,  a  Deputy  Governor  and  four  assistants. 
The  land  within  the  township  was  divided  into  plats,  a  plat  to  each  pro- 
prietor. Nicholas  Easton's  portion  is  described  as  follows,  in  a  paper 
signed  by  Joseph  Perry,  Town  Clerk,  December  5,  16G2:  "Upon  the  5th 
day  of  February,  1G44,  the  old   Freemen  of  the  town  of  Newport  were 
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cnlk'cl  together  for  the  dis])osition  and  ordcriiiy-  of  tlic  town  lands  undis- 
posed of,  and  by  computation,  tindinj^  not  above  sixty  acres,  tliey  jointly 
did  agree  that  in  regard  the  town  was  indebted  to  Nicholas  Easton,  that 
he  should  have  that  parcel  unto  him  and  his  heirs,  iu  part  of  satisfaction 
of  the  debt,  at  two  shillings  per  acre,  according  to  custom.  To  Mr. 
Nicholas  Easton  we  appoint  his  farm  to  begin  on  the  cast  side  of  the  Mill 
Pond,  in  the  middle  of  the  valley,  and  so,  iu  a  straight  line  to  extend  east- 
ward to  the  marked  Tree  at  Stonj^  Kiver,  aucl  by  that  river  side  to  the 
falls,  and  from  thence  by  the  verge  of  the  hill  to  the  sea,  to  the  edge  of 
the  rocks,  and  so  bounded  by  the  sea  south  and  west  to  the  middle  of  the 
hill,  between  the  issuing  out  of  the  pond  and  the  cart  way,  and  from 
thence  about  by  the  pond  side  to  the  aforesaid  valley. 

'•  These  parcels  of  land  were  laid  from  Mr.  Easton's  proposition,  and 
contain  3(jy  acres,  and  were  so  regulated  until  recently  that  Mr.  Nicholas 
Easton  was  given  a  farm  beginning  at  the  east  side  of  the  Mill  Pond,  in 
the  middle  of  the  valley,  and  so,  in  a  straigiit  line  to  extend  eastward  to 
the  marked  tree  at  Stony  Kiver,  and  by  that  river  side  to  the  falls,  and 
from  thence  by  the  verge  of  the  hill  to  the  sea,  to  the  edge  of  the  rocks, 
and  so  bounded  by  the  sea  south  and  west  to  the  middle  of  the  hill,  be- 
tween the  issuing  out  of  the  pond  and  the  cart  way,  and  from  thence  about 
by  the  pond  side  to  the  aforesaid  valley  ;  likew  ise  on  the  southwest  side 
of  the  pond,  bounded  iiy  the  highway  on  the  back  side,  to  over  against  the 
house,  and  so  by  marked  trees  unto  a  small  tree  over  against  Mr.  Bren- 
ton's  line,  and  by  that  line  through  the  swamp  unto  the  verge  of  the  pond, 
a  part  of  Mr  Brenton's  marsh  intervening;  as  also  two  acres  of  pasture 
and  one  cow-shay  near  Aquidneck  Point,  with  his  house,  etc.,  and  six 
acres  of  upland  and  six  acres  of  fencing  copse,  lying  between  Mr  Bracey's 
farm  and  Henry  Bull's  meadows ;  all  which  parcels  is  laid  forth  for  his 
proportion,  3G9  acres  allowed  by  order,  with  twenty  also  by  order,  allowed 
Jor  the  mill,  in  proportion  of acres,  more  or  less,  to  him  appointed."  , 

Mr.  Mason  made  a  further  and  very  accurate  description  of  the  boundary 
line  which  was  claimed  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Easton,  the  latter  gentleman  en- 
deavoring to  prove  by  records  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  right  of  way  to 
what  is  now  known  as  Easton's  Beach,  producing  a  document  in  the  form 
of  a  will,  dated  December  5,  1C(J2,  which  assumed  to  give  to  Mr.  Nicholas 
Easton,  and  his  heirs  forever,  the  right  of  way  of  the  property  in  question. 
It  was  almost  impossible  to  define  the  strict  intentions  of  the  Eastons  in 
making  wills  between  the  dates  of  1009  and  1708,  which,  Mr.  Mason,  how- 
ever, convinces  his  hearers,  could  be  construed  into  the  idea  of  the  town 
l)eing  justified  in  opposing  a  claim  of  an  individual  of  a  specific  right  of 
way.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  whole  argument  for  the  city  of  New^port 
was  favorable  to  itself,  as  the  following  affidavit  will  prove  : 

"  Samuel  Dyre,  of  Newport,  in  the  county  of  Newport,  Esi].,  aged  50 
years,  being  duly  sworn,  on  his  oatli  said,  that  in  the  lifetime  of  his  late 
uncle,  Samuel  Dyre,  deceased,  he  was  oftentimes  sent  by  his  said  uncle, 
with  whom  he  lived,  for  sand,  l)ut  was  always  ordered  by  him  to   ask  lib- 
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ertj'  of  Nicholas  Eiuston,  F.sq.,  uncle  to  the  present  Nicholas  Easton,  who 
gave  it  upon  request.  The  deponent  also  saith  that  since  the  decease  of 
his  said  tmclc,  Samnel  Dyre,  he  hath  oftentimes  carted  sand  from  the 
beach  called  Easton's  beach  to  his  own  farm,  bnt  ever  asked  liberty.  That 
for  abont  thirty-five  years  past  he  hath  known  and  been  familiarly  ac- 
quainted with  the  farm  called  Easton's  farm  in  Newport,  now  in  the  tenure 
and  occupation  of  the  present  Nicholas  Easton,  of  Newport,  together  with 
the  pond,  beach  and  marsh  thereto  adjoining,  while  the  same  were  sever- 
ally in  the  tenure,  occupatiou  and  improvement  of  Nicholas  Easton,  tlie 
uncle  of  the  present  Nicholas  Easton,  and  the  now  Nicholas,  and  that,  as 
well  as  the  beach,  marsh  and  the  uplanil,  were  included  witliin  the  same 
enclosure  and  under  the  immediate  improvement  as  well  of  the  said  Nicho- 
las, the  uncle,  as  the  present  Nicholas,  aud  that  the  deponent's  uncle, 
Samuel  Dyre,  deceased,  was  born  in  the  year-  1C88,  as  this  deponent  hath 
seen  registered  in  a  family  Bible,  and  now  stands  engraved  on  his  tomb- 
stone. (Sigued)  Samuel  Dyre." 

Mr.  Mason  also  introduced  the  name  of  Mr.  James  Coggeshall,  who  is 
designated  as  "  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,"  who  testified  that  a  gate 
Avas  placed  for  travelers  at  each  end  of  the  beach,  and  that  afterwards 
and  during  the  life  of  Nicholas  Easton  it  was  kept  there  and  intended  to 
be  a  private  mark  of  right  of  way. 

The  case  was  finally  left  to  three  referees,  viz.  :  Samuel  Huntington, 
Richard  Law,  and  Oliver  Ellsworth;  that  although  "the  said  Nicholas 
Easton  and  those  whose  right  hath,"  have  from  time  to  time  claimed  an 
exclusive  right  in  fee  to  the  said  premises,  they  "have  not  had  such  exclu- 
sive and  adverse  possession  as  to  disseize  said  town  or  city,  or  gain  a  title  ; 
therefore  they  decide  that  the  said  disputed  premises  with  all  the  privileges 
thereof,  ought  to  be  and  shall  be  and  reuuiin  to  the  said  city  of  Newport, 
for  their  common  use  forever.  And  we  further  award  that  the  taxable 
costs  be  paid  equally  by  the  parties."  As  the  city  had  gained  its  point,  it 
then  conceded  to  the  plaintiff  that  all  their  claims  should  be  limited  to  the 
beach,  thus  giving  him  the  pond,  marsh,  etc.  He  did  not  quietly  abide  by 
this,  but  called  the  decision  of  the  referees  in  question,  because  of  an  error 
in  placing  of  one  word,  so  the  decision  was  given  again,  this  time  clearly 
debarring  him  from  beach,  marsh,  aud  pond,  aud  at  a  meeting  of  the  free- 
men holden  October  8,  1787,  the  town  appointed  a  committee  to  support 
this  right  in  any  way  they  should  judge  fit.  This  committee  finally 
arranged  a  compromise,  viz,  :  the  city  of  Newport  relinquished  to  said 
Easton  and  his  heirs  forever,  all  the  right  to  the  "kelp,  coral,  rockweed," 
and  all  of  everything  of  this  kind,  cast  on  the  beach,  and  to  give  up  all 
right  aud  title  to  the  "  beach  and  marsh  land,  together  with  the  pond  adja- 
cent, to  the  said  town  of  Newport  forever." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address,  pertinent  and  interesting 
remarks  were  made  by  the  Chairman,  who  elicited  from  Hon. 
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AVillium  P.  Sheffield  uikI  Dr.  William  F.  Chaiming,  some 
highly  appreciated  explanations  of  the  principles  involved  in 
the  case  set  forth  by  Mr.  Mason. 

0 

On  motion  of  Ex-Governor  Padelford,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Mason  for  his  valuable  and  in- 
structive paper,  and  a  copy  was  requested  for  the  archives  of 
the  Society. 

The  Committee  on  Genealogical  Researches  reported, 
through  Mr.  Allen,  explaining  the  object  in  view,  and  recom- 
mending a  definite  plan  of  action. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stone,  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the 
Committee  was  instructed  to  bring  the  mattcf  to  the  attention 
of  the  General  Assembly,  asking  for  such  cooperative  action 
as  shall  effect  the  desired  object. 

Hon.  William  P.  Sheffield  was  announced  to  read  the  next 
paper  on  the  21}th  instant. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Secy, 


SPECIAL   MEETING. 


Providence,  February  29th,  1876. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  both  Vice  Presidents, 
Hon.  Seth  Padelford  was  chosen  Chairman  of  the  meeting. 

After  the   reading  of  the   record   of  the  last  meeting,  the 
Librarian  announced  donations  made  to  the  Society. 
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Hon.  William  P.  Sheffiokl,  of  Newport,  then  read  a  care- 
fully prepared  paper,  which  was  listened  to  with  lively  inter- 
est, on  the  history  of  Block  Island. 

After  alluding  brioflj'  to  the  earlier  accouuts  and  traditions  of  this 
Island,  from  the  first  known  visit  of  the  white  man  to  its  shores,  and  to  its 
taking  its  name  from  the  early  navigator,  Captain  Adrian  Block,  he  gave 
an  account  of  the  meeting  of  nine  persons  in  Roxbury  in  IGGO,  to  confer 
about  tlie  purchase  of  the  island,  the  subsequent  building  of  a  bark  to 
transport  cattle,  etc.,  to  the  island,  and  a  shallop  to  convey  the  passengers, 
of  the  visit  of  a  portion  of  the  purchasers  in  IGGl,  saying  that  of  tlie  per- 
sons engaged  in  that  transaction,  the  name  of  Rose,  the  master' of  this 
bark,  is  the  only  one  now  extant  on  the  island  In  1665,  the  people  who 
liked  the  idea  of  belonging  to  Rhode  Island,  elected  Thomas  Terry  and 
James  Sands  to  represent  them  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  Assembly 
decided  to  admit  them.  Soon  after  that  a  commission  Avas  appointed  to 
visit  the  island  and  see  if  there  were  any  facilities  for  a  harbor,  a  matter 
which  has  been  used  for  electioneering  purposes  from  that  time  until 
nearlj'  to  the  present.  The  General  Assembly,  in  October,  1672,  granted 
the  town  a  charter  nnder  the  name  of  New  Shoreham,  probably  from 
Shoreham  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  England.  In  speaking  of  the  ditticul- 
ties  of  the  early  settlers,  he  read  extracts  to  show  that  it  was  not  at  first 
the  intention  of  the  Narragansetts  to  join  in  King  Philip's  war.  In  1680, 
the  French,  who  were  at  that  time  in  a  qtiasi  war  with  England,  visited  the 
island  and  committed  some  depredations,  taking  away  one  of  the  inhabit- 
ant>i.  Three  times  the  French  visited  the  island,  and  committed  great 
cruelties  to  the  people.  In  IG'JO  the  General  Assembly  voted  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  Captains  Paine  and  Godfrey,  in  their  expedition  against  the 
enemy  at  Block  Island.  In  1708,  in  answer  to  a  petition  from  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  island,  Ihe  General  Assembly  sent  fifteen  men,  English  arid 
Indians,  as  a  garrison  for  the  island,  together  with  amnuuiition,  and  pre- 
parations were  made  for  defence,  the  garrison  to  remain  there  as  long  as 
the  authorities  of  the  island  deemed  necessary. 

Mr.  Sheflleld  then  gave  an  account  of  the  early  settlers,  their  modes  of 
life,  their  peculiarities,  their  manners  and  customs.  For  years  much  time 
was  taken  np  in  preparations  for  defence,  procuring  arms  and  ammunition, 
arranging  modes  of  alarm  and  modes  of  action  when  an  alarm  was  given. 
During  the  eight  years  of  the  Revolution  the  inhabitants  of  this  island 
sufl'ered  many  privations  and  hardsiiips. 

Mr.  Shcftield  also  gave  an  account  of  the  "Palatine  or  Phantom  Ship," 
without  which,  he  said,  no  history  of  Block  Island  would  be  complete. 
There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  this  ship  sailed  from  Holland  in  1720, 
laden  with  emigrants,  who  were  fleeing  from  persecutions  in  the  Lower 
Palatinate,  in  Germany,  bound  for  Pliiladelphia ;  that  while  most  of  them 
were  poor,  they  were  not  all  so;  that  during  the  passage  the  passengers 
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were  nearly  starved  ;  that  the  sliip  lingered  about  Block  Island  for  some 
time,  and  that  finally  all  the  passengers  with  the  exception  of  one  lady  of 
great  wealth  who  refused  to  leave  the  ship,  landed  on  the  shore,  and  were 
taken  care  of  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Ray,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  original 
settlers,  but  so  emaciated  and  exhausted  were  they  that  they  over-ate,  and 
all  died  but  three  women,  who  settled  on  the  island,  and  had  descendants; 
and  that  the  officers  abandoned  the  ship  for  the  purpose  of  getting  their 
eflFects.  There  were  until  very  recently  on  the  island  clusters  of  graves 
which  were  known  as  the  "Palatine  graves."  These  facts  have  been 
woven  into  fiction,  and  the  story  is  told  by  various  authors.  Mr.  Sheffield 
read  vivid  descriptions  of  the  "  phantom  or  fire  ship,"  which  was  visible 
near  where  the  ship  landed,  at  times  from  that  date  until  1832,  written  by 
those  who  had  seen  it  more  than  once. 

Mr.  Sheffield  closed  with  an  eloquent  description  of  the  topography  of 
Block  Island  and  its  natural  scenery. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading,  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone,  after 
some  critical  remarks,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  unanimously  passed  : 

Bcsolved,  That  the  tlianks  of  this  Society  are  hereby  tendered  to  the 
Hon.  AVilliam  Y.  Sheffield,  for  his  very  interesting  and  valuable  paper  on 
Block  Island,  read  this  evening,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  deposit  a  copy 
in  our  archives. 


The  meeting  Avas  numerously  attended  and  its  interest  was 
sustained  to  the  close. 

William  J.  Hoppin,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  was   announced 
to  read  a  paper  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  March. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Seo'y. 
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SPECIAL  MEETING. 


Providence,  March  14,  1876. 

A  luiiiicrously  attentlcd  meeting  was  held  this  evening, 
Vice  President  Allen  in  the  chair. 

The  Cahinet  Keeper  announced  the  donations  received 
since  the  last  meeting,  notably  among  which  was  a  I)lock  of 
Slate  Rock,  presented  by  the  Messrs.  Tingley  Brothers. 
Upon  this  is  tastefully  carved  an  explanation  of  its  origin  and 
its  associations  with  the  founder  of  this  colony. 

At  the  request  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Stone  explained  the 
way  in  which  the  monej^  appropriated  by  the  Slate  has  been 
expended,  pointing  to  the  full  shelves  of  the  lihode  Island 
alcove  as  an  ilhistration  of  all  he  would  say. 

AVilliam  Jones  Iloppin,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  was  then  in- 
troduced and  read  an  interesting  and  valuable  paper,  giving 
u  very  full  account  of  "the  Continental  Frigate  Providence, 
with  extracts  from  the  journal  of  one  of  her  officers." 

The  "Frigate  Providence"  was  the  first  Continental  naval  vessel  built 
here  and  launched  in  Rhode  Island  waters,  and  commanded  b}'  a  native  of 
this  State.  She  was  built  at  or  near  Fox  Point  and  launched  ^Ma}^  2-lth, 
1776,  and  was  one  of  thirteen  war  ships  ordered  by  an  act  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  the  preceding  winter,  two  of  which  were  ordered  con- 
structed in  Rhode  Island,  the  other  being  the  "  Warren,"  built  at  Warren, 
and  launtilied  a  few  days  after  the  Providence,  which  was  a  28-guu  ship, 
her  first  captain  being  Samuel  Tompkins ;  but  before  her  trial  trip  iu  the 
following  October,  Captain  Abraham  Whipple  (afterwards  Commodore) 
was  placed  iu  command.  John  Pitcher  was  First  Lieutenant;  Daniel 
Daboll,  Second  Lieutenant.  Sylvester  Bowers  was  Master  Builder  of  the 
Provideuce. 

William  Jones,  grandfather  of  Mr.  Iloppin,  was  Captain  of  Marines  in 
the  Provideuce,  and  after  giving  a  brief  l)iographical  sketch  of  him  he  read 
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extracts  from  the  diarj'  kept  by  Captain  Jones,  commencing  witli  an  ac- 
count of  lier  escape  from  Providence  river  by  running  ttie  gauntlet  of  the 
British  fleet  stationed  ofl'  Pawtuxet,  Warwick  Neck  and  Point  Jndith,  to 
intercept  lier,  on  the  niglit  of  April  30th,  1778;  and  continued  with  an  ac- 
count of  her  voj'age  to  Nantes,  France,  as  bearer  of  important  dispatches 
in  relation  to  the  recently  formed  treaty  of  alliance  with  France,  to  John 
Adams  and  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  the  American  Commis- 
sioners at  Paris  at  that  time.  Extracts  giving  the  very  interesting  expe- 
riences of  Captain  Jones  at  Paris  and  other  French  cities,  were  also  read 
from  the  diary. 

These  extracts,  with  the  connecting  links  written  by  Mr.  Hoppin,  gave 
a  full  history  of  the  Rhode-Island-man  of-war  "Providence"  during  her 
short  but  eventful  career  of  four  years, — from  the  time  she  was  launched, 
the  actions  in  which  she  was  engaged,  the  number  of  prizes  she  captured, 
of  her  commander.  Commodore  Whipple,  Admiral  Esek  Hopkins,  and 
others  of  the  early  naval  heroes  of  our  State,  who  gave  our  little  navy  its 
world  wide  fame, — until  she  was  surrendered,  with  several  other  govern- 
ment vessels,  to  the  British  fleet  that  captured  Charleston  in  the  spring 
of  1780.  The  paper,  of  which  we  give  only  this  briefest  of  abstracts,  was 
exceedingly  welt  written  and  read,  very  interesting  and  instructive,  and  at 
its  close  Mr.  Hoppin  was  warmly  applauded  by  his  audience,  which  nearly 
filled  the  Cabinet,  and  was  one  of  the  largest  companies  of  hearers  ever 
present  at  these  meetings  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone,  it  was  nnanimously 

Voted,  That  the  thauks  of  this  Society  are  hereby  tendered  to  William 
J.  Hoppin,  Esq.,  for  the  very  interesting  and  instructive  paper  to  which  we 
have  this  evening  listened;  — a  paper  setting  forth  in  their  true  light  the 
services  rendered  by  the  Continental  ship  Providence,  and  by  the  patriotic 
citizens  of  Rhode  Island, — ayd  that  a  copy  of  this  paper  be  solicited  for 
the  archives  of  the  Society. 

The  pjipcr  was  listened  to  with  marked  interest  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  and  was  followed  with  critical  and  compli- 
mentary remarks  by  Messrs.  Stone,  Allen  and  Perry. 

Mr.  Hoppin.  who  h:is  in  his  possession  all  the  original 
papers  of  the  Rhode  Ishmd  Chapter  of  the  Cincinnati,  was 
invited  to  produce,  in  the  course  of  this  centennial  year, 
a  memorial  oi'  this  extinct  veteran  l)and. 

The  Society  adjourned  to  the  28th   instant,  to  listen  to  the 


THE     WAMrAKOAG     INDIANS.  23 

lliird   ;ir.(l   concluding  paper   of  William  J.  iSIilkr,  Etq.,  ou 
the  A\'anipanoag  Indians. 

Amos  Perry,,  Sec'i/. 


SPECIAL   MEETING. 


Providence,  March  28,  1876. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  a  quarter  before  eight 
o'clock,  1)}'  Vice  President  Allen,  when  the  Cabinet  Keeper 
announced  donations  received  since  the  last  meeting,  from 
Captain  A.  M.  Harrison,  of  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  Henry  T. 
Drowne,  of  New  York,  John  C.  Thompson,  John  A.  How- 
land,  and  Edwin  M.  Stone,  of  Providence. 

William  el.  Miller,  Esq.,  of  Bristol,  then  read  his  third 
paper  on  the  Wampanoag  Indians. 

It  continued  the  history  of  the  Indian  war  in  this  State,  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts,  and  particuUirly  the  part  taken  in  it  by  the  Wanipanoags 
and  their  great  chief,  "King  Philip,"  from  June,  1G75,  at  which  point  the 
narrative  closed  in  his  second  paper,  until  the  death  of  Philip  at  Mount 
Hope,  August  12tli,  1C76,  old  style. 

Mr.  Miller's  paper,  after  describing  some  of  the  most  important  events 
that  preceded  it,  gave  a  very  graphic  and  intei'estlng  account  of  the 
"  Great  Swamp  Fight,"  in  Kingston,  at  which  some  historians  claim  that 
Philip  was  present  but  escaped  with  other  Indians  when  their  stronghold 
was  carried  b}'^  the  English  and  friendly  Indians,  traced  his  subsequent 
career,  with  his  warriors,  through  their  massacres  and  devastations  in  the 
towns  of  western  Massachusetts,  and  in  liehoboth  and  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence, during  the  spring  and  summer  months  of  1070,  until  he  was  driven 
back  to  his  home  at  Mount  Hope,  in  Bristol,  by  Captain  Church  and  his 
soldiers,  where  they  attacked  and  killed  him,  August  12th,  1G7G,  cutting 
oft"  his  head  and  sending  it  tol'lymouth  as  a  great  trophy,  cutting  his  l)ody 
into  four  quarters  and  gibbeting  his  remains  upon  the  trees  of  Mount 
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Hope,  Avlicrc  traces  of  them  were  to  be  seen  years  afterward.  The  paper 
closed  witli  a  pathetic  allusion  to  the  wife  and  son  of  Philip,  who  were 
sold  into  slavery  after  his  death. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons, 
after  oftering  a  few  critical  and  complimentary  remarks,  pro- 
posed the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
passed  : 

Besolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  William  J. 
Miller,  Esq.,  for  his  valuable  and  interesting  paper  read  to  us  this  evening, 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  requested  for  the  archives  of  the  SocietJ^ 

The  meeting  was  fully  attended,  and  after  the  announce- 
ment that  the  quarterly  meeting  would  take  place  Tuesday 
evening,  April  4th,  was  adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'ij. 


QUARTERLY    MEETING. 


Providence,  April  4,  187G. 
In  the  absence  of  the  President  and   Vice  President,  the 
Secretary  called    the   meeting  to   order   at  a  quarter  before 
eight  o'clock,  when  Isaac  H.  Southwick,  Esq.,  was   elected 
Chairman. 

After  the  records  of  the  last  meeting  had  been  read,  INIr. 
Jencks  reported,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  new  mem- 
bers, recommending  the  following  named  gentleman  as  resi- 
dent members,  and  they  were  accordingly  elected,  viz.  : 

Messrs.  J.  Lippitt  Snow,  William  Barton,  James  M.  Kimball,  William 
II.  Pope,  and  Henry  H.  Burrington,  all  of  Providence. 
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The  Committee  on  Gromuls  and  Building  made  a  report, 
recommending  that  the  order  made  at  the  annual  meeting  to- 
remove  the  double  inside  doors  be  reconsidered,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Howland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jenks,  the  reso- 
lution referred  to  was  reconsidered,  and  then  laid  upon  the 
table. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Channing,  who  gave  formal  notice 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  a  proposed  change  of  the  constitu- 
tion, requiring  the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee  on 
genealogical  researches,  action  on  this  subject  was  deferred 
to  the  adjourned  meeting. 

The  Secretary,  Mr.  Perr}^  read  a  brief  paper  upon  the 
History  of  the  Providence  Marine  Society,  consisting  of  some 
of  the  pi'ominont  events  in  its  history,  and  statistics  com- 
piled from  its  recoids,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract : 

The  rrovidencc  Marine  Societ}',  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  estimable 
charitable  institutions  of  our  city,  was  established  more  than  three  quar- 
ters of  a  century  ago,  when  commerce  was  a  leading  branch  of  business 
here,  its  act  of  incorporation  declaring  it  to  be  "  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting maritime  knowledge,  and  alleviating  the  necessities  of  marine  cap- 
tains and  their  families," 

The  preliminary  meeting  for  organizing  the  Society  was  held  at  the 
"  Cottee  House,"  on  Market  Square,  May  2d,  1798,  when  the  following 
named  persons  were  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  charter  and  by-laws: 
John  Updike,  Moses  Lippitt,  Jonathan  Treadwell,  Samuel  Godfrey,  Thomas 
Dring,  William  F.  McGee,  Samuel  x\llen,  and  Seth  Wheaton.  This  com- 
mittee reported  a  charter  and  by-laws  at  a  general  meeting  held  at  the 
Coffee  House,  May  22d,  which  were  adopted,  and  officers  chosen  to  serve 
until  the  annual  meeting  in  the  following  July.  At  the  June  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  1798,  the  Society  was  duly  incorporated,  and  officers 
were  elected,  under  the  act,  on  the  4th  of  July  following. 

The  following  named  original  corporators  have  long  since  passed  away, 
some  leaving  representatives  who  worthily  represent  them,  while  of  others 
all  trace  is  lost,  and  even  their  names  have  a  foreign  sound : 
John  Updike,  Samuel  Soule,  Benjamin  Page, 

Seth  Wheaton,  IMoses  Lippitt,  James  Aborn, 

Jonathan  Treadwell,         James  Munro,  Kobert  Davis, 

Zachariah  Allen,  William  S.  Brown,  Isaac  Manchester, 

Thomas  Jackson.  Lemuel  Bishop,  John  Smith, 
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Daniel  Bucklin, 
Benjamin  G.  Dextei", 
Samuel  Godfrey, 
Cornelias  G   Bowler, 
Joseph  B.  Cooke, 
Samuel  Young, 
Samuel  Wheaton, 
Nathaniel  Pearce, 
Stephen  Jackson, 
Henry  Olney, 
John  Warner, 
Thomas  Laing, 
Samuel  Dow, 
Thomas  Turner, 
Ebenezer  H.  Cory, 
James  Snellage, 


Zebediah  Farnum, 
Christopher  Godfrey, 
John  Burrough, 
Christopher  Butler, 
Thomas  Dring, 
Charles  Spooner, 
Nicholas  Cooke, 
Joseph  Iloyle, 
Josej)]!  Peck, 
Samuel  Allen, 
Turpin  Smith, 
Bernon  Dunn, 
Major  F.  Bowles, 
Lewis  Thomas, 
John  Martin, 
Hoklen  Dauford, 


Solomon  Thornton, 
Lowry  Aborn, 
Lewis  Bosvvorth, 
Burrows  Aborn, 
Samuel  Packard, 
Jonathan  Davison, 
Nathaniel  Bailey, 
Richmond  Bullock, 
Benjamin  E    Gorton, 
Stephen  A.  Aplin, 
William  Greene, 
Benjamin  Greene, 
Benjamin  Wheaton, 
Pearce  Coggeshall, 
James  Petty, 
Loring  R.  Brownell. 


John  Pettes, 

The  Society  was  authorized  to  use  a  seal,  which  it  early  secured,  and  to 
hold  property  to  the  amount  of  $40,000,  and  adopted  a  rule  that  any  per- 
son serving  as  Secretary  for  one  year  should  be  entitled  to  all  privileges 
and  benefits,  although  he  had  not  been  a  shipmaster. 

The  Providence  Marine  Corps  of  Artillery  originated  with  the  Marine 
Society,  as  shown  by  its  records.  At  a  special  meeting,  held  at  Rea's, 
October  20th,  1801,  it  was  voted  to  present  a  petition  to  the  General 
Assembly  for  a  charter  for  the  "Independent  Companj*  of  Marine  Artil- 
lery; "  also  voted  that  the  President  and  Secretary  draft  the  petition,  and 
that  the  following  ofllcers  be  chosen  for  the  company  :  1st  officer,  Captain 
Seth  Wheaton;  2d,  Amos  M.  Atwell ;  3d,  Charles  Sheldon;  4th,  Benjamin 
E.  Gorton;  5th,  Samuel  Allen. 

The  committee  reported,  October  26th ;  the  form  of  petition  was 
approved  and  ordered  to  be  presented  to  the  General  Asseml)ly  by  James 
Burrill,  Jr.,  Esq. 

After  briefly  reviewing  the  laudable  work  of  charity  in  which  the  Society 
had  extended  its  usefulness  and  benefits  through  so  many  years,  Mr.  Perry 
closed  his  paper  with  the  following  list  of  its  officers  from  the  beginning, 
with  the  term  of  service  of  each,  in  the  order  of  their  election,  as  follows  : 


John  Updike, 
Seth  Wheaton, 
Moses  Lippitt, 


Seth  Wheaton, 
Moses  Lippitt, 
Samuel  Soule, 


PKKSIDENTS. 

Gustavus  Taylor,  John  H.  Ormsbee, 

Moses  Lippitt,  (second  SuchetMauran, 

term,)  Cyrus  B.  Manchester. 
Richmond  Bullock, 


VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

Richard  Bullock, 
Samuel  Godfrey, 
William  Richmond, 
Samuel  Jackson, 


William  Rea, 

Cyrus  B.  Manchester, 

William  Earle. 
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TKEASUUKRS. 

Jouathan  Tieadwoll,         Stephen  Jackson,  Sucliet  Mauran, 

John  Smith.  Carlo  Mauran,  Cyrus  B.  Manchester, 

Thomas  Jackson,  John  11.  Ormsbec,  John  11.  Turkis,    • 

SECRETARIES. 

Edward  Carrinyton,         Samuel  Jackson,  2d.         "William  11.  Aboru, 
Amos  M.  Atwell,  John  Gladding,  Christopher  B.  Peircc, 

Charles  W.  Tillinghast,  Samuel  B.  Mumford,        George  W.  Brown. 
R.  M.  Field,  John  Gladding,  (second 

term,) 

He  also  read,  in  addition,  a  list  of  over  one  huudi'cd  names  of  those  who 
had  been  elected  honorary  members  of  the  Society  from  1800  to  1875. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  A.  Howland,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Perry  for  his  interesting  historical 
paper,  with  a  request  for  a  copy  of  the  same  for  the  archives. 

It  was  expected  that  some  of  the  honored  and  venerable 
members  of  the  Marine  Society  woukl  be  present  to  address 
the  meeting,  after  the  reading  of  the  paper,  but  the  severity 
of  the  storm  prevented  their  attendance. 

The  Secretary  gave  notice  that  a  meeting  of  the  Society 
would  be  held  at  the  Cabinet  on  Monday  evening  next,  10th 
inst.,  at  7 J  o'clock,  in  commemoration  of  the  burning  of  the 
town  of  Providence  by  the  Indians,  the  two  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  which  event  occurs  on  that  day ;  that  Vice  Presi- 
dent Allen  would  read  a  paper  on  the  subject,  and  that  a  large 
and  valuable  collection  of  the  warlike  and  peaceful  imple- 
ments of  the  Indian  tribes  that  formerly  possessed  these 
plantations,  woidd  also  be  exhibited. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  10th  inst,  at  quarter 
before  eight  o'clock. 

Amos  Perry,  Secy. 
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Providence,  April  10,  1876. 

It  l)cing  the  two  hundredth  aiiniversiiry  of  the  burning  of 
Providence  by  the  Indians  in  1676,  a  meeting  was  held  this 
evening,  with  exercises  having  special  reference  to  the  occa- 
sion. 

At  a  quarter  before  eight  o'clock  the  meeting  was  called  to 
order  by  Vice  President  Allen. 

Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  Librarian  announced  the  following  con- 
tributions to  the  Society  : 

From  F.  B  Hayden,  geologist,  second  volume  of  the  Report  of  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey  of  the  United  States  Territories ;  from 
Miss  Elizabeth  Andrews,  of  Providence,  portrait  of  Commodore  Whipple, 
one  of  the  first  Commodores  of  the  United  States  Navy  from  this  State,  a 
cabinet  photograph,  colored,  full  length;  from  Fhebe  and  Mary  S.  Mason, 
by  Albert  Ilolbrook,  of  Providence,  some  burned  Indian  corn  taken  from 
ruins  of  Deertield,  burned  by  the  Indians  in  1G75,  and  handed  down  in  the 
Mason  family;  from  E.  W.  Clarke,  Thanksgiving  anniversary  sermon, 
preached  in  November,  1798,  by  Rev.  Jonas  French,  pastor  of  South 
Church,  Andover,  Mass. 

Mr.  Charles  Gorton,  of  Providence,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Samuel  Gor- 
ton, one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  State  and  friend  of  the  Indians,  exhib- 
ited a  very  large  collection  of  Indian  relics,  comprising  spear  and  arrow 
heads,  axes,  pestles,  scrapers,  pipes,  wampum,  etc.,  including  one  stone 
mask,  representing  a  human  face,  which  Avas  found  near  Field's  Point  a 
few  years  since,  and  in  connection  with  the  collection  read  a  very  inter- 
esting paper  on  the  habits  and  customs  of  the  Indians,  and  described  their 
mode  of  making  and  using  these  stone  implements.  Mr.  Gorton  is  an 
enthusiast  on  the  subject  of  Indian  history  and  relics,  and  his  collection, 
of  which  he  has  four  or  five  hundred  specimens,  which  were  exhibited  at  this 
meeting,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  largest  and  most  perfect  private  col- 
lections in  the  country. 
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Vice  President  Allen  then  read  a  paper  on  Indian  liistorj',  in  Mhicli  he 
made  a  review  of  the  treatment  of  the  Indians  by  the  first  settlers  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island,  from  the  time  of  the  landing  of  the  pilgrims 
until  the  burning  of  the  town  of  Providence  by  the  Indians,  April  10th, 
1G76,  and  subsequently  claiming  that  Indian  war  of  extermination  grew 
out  of  the  flagrant  wrongs  and  injustice  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  Plj-- 
mouth  Colonists,  who  would  not  tolerate  either  red  or  ■white  men  Avho  dif- 
fered from  them  in  belief,  and  tiierefore  drove  Roger  Williams  into  exile 
among  these  savages  in  the  wilderness  here,  where  he  founded  the  city 
and  State.  Mr.  Allen  said  the  object  of  his  paper  was  to  contrast  the 
Jewish  ecclesiastical  policy  with  which  the  colonists  attempted  to  subdue 
and  govern  the  Indians  the}'  found  here  in  possession  of  the  lauds  they 
took  from  them,  with  the  policy  of  "  peace  on  fearth  and  good  will  to  all 
men,"  and  freedom  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  conscience, 
which  was  the  Christian  principle  on  which  Roger  Williams  founded  a 
State  here — the  first  ever  founded  on  absolute  civil  and  religious  freedom, 
and  which  lias  been  maintained  and  spread  thrciugh  all  our  laud. 

Oil  motion  of  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett,  sccontlecl  hy  Rev.  E. 
j\I.  Stone,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Gor- 
ton for  the  exhibition  and  explanation  of  his  choice  collection 
of  Indian  relics  ;  and  to  Vice  President  Allen  for  his  eloqnent 
and  appropriate  address  in  defence  of  Roger  Williams'  doc- 
trine of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  of  his  himiane  and 
Christian  treatment  of  the  aboriginal  proprietors  of  this  land. 

At  this  stage  in  the  meeting,  all  present  were  invited  by 
the  chairman  to  take  part  in  discussing  any  points  suggested 
by  the  papers  lliiit  had  been  read.  In  response  to  calls, 
Messrs.  William  J.  Miller,  Samuel  H.  V^ales,  John  R.  Bart- 
lett, Rev.  C.  A.  Staples,  Dr.  C.  W.  Parsons,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam P.  Upham,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  made  brief  and  spirited 
addresses. 

The  meeting  was  ninnerously  attended  and  the  interest  was 
sustained  till  the  close,  when  many  remained  examining  the 
Indian  relics  iu\d  discussing  the  topics  of  the  evening  till  a 
late  hour. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'y. 
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Providence,  July  4,  1876. 

The  qiKii toily  meeting  which  should  have  been  held  to-day 
was  omitted,  a  quorum  failing  to  he  [)resent  on  account  of 
pre-occu[)ation  in  connection  with  the  one  hundredth  anniver- 
sary of  our  National  Independence. 

Amos  Perry,  Secy. 


QUARTERLY   MEETING. 


Providence,  October  3,  1876. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  this  evening,  Vice  Presi- 
ident  Allen  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  read  the  record  of  the  last  meeting. 

The   Librarian   announced    numerous    donations   received 
since  the  last  meeting. 

Dr.  Collins,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee   on    Membership, 
made  the  following  nominations  ; 

CoRnESPONDiNG  MEMBERS.— Rt.  Kev.  M.  A.  De  Wolf  Howe,  of  Head- 
ing, Pa. ;  Hou.  John  S.  Brayton,  Fall  River,  Mass. 

Resident  Members. — Henry  H.  Fay,  Tliomas  W.  Higginson,  Newport ; 
Samuel  W.  Church,  Bristol;  John  C.  Pegram,  Jesse  Metcalf,  Marshall 
Woods,  J.  C.  B.  Woods,  Arthur  D.  Payne,  George  A.  Holbrook,  Provi- 
dence. 
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A  vote  was  taken  and  the  ijentlenicn  were  elected  as  rcc- 
ommended  by  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sonthwick,  Henry  J.  Stccre  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Grounds  and  Building  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  decease  of  Mr.  Joseph  R.  Browne. 

Mr.  Southwlck  reported  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Grounds  and  Building,  a  communication  received  from  the 
committee  ot  the  new^  college  library  in  relation  to  a  suitable 
fence  on  Waterman  street.  The  communication  was  referred 
to  the  same  committee  with  instructions  to  report  at  a  future 
meeting  plans  and  cost  of  a  suitable  fence,  with  such  recom- 
mendations as  the  committee  deemed  advisable. 

The  Secretary'  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  pio- 
position  to  erect  a  monument  at  jSIount  Hope,  in  honor  of 
Wampanoag  Sachems.  The  matter  was  leferred  to  a  select 
committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  Dr.  Caswell,  Dr.  George  L. 
Collins,  and  Hon.  Samuel  W.  Church,  to  report  such  recom- 
mendations as  the}'  deemed  best. 

Rev.  E.  M.  Stone  then  read  extracts  from  General  Sulli- 
van's Brigade  Orderly  Book,  at  Cambridge  in  1775. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  ]\Ir.  William  A.  Mowry 
would  read  a  p:iper  before  the  Society  on  the  24th  inst. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Secy. 
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Providence,  October  24,  187G. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7i  o'clock,  p.  m.,  by 
Vice  President  Allen. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone  read 
the  records  of  the  last  meeting,  and  letters  from  Rev.  Dr. 
Howe,  and  Hon.  John  S.  Brayton,  thanking  the  Society  for 
the  honor  of  their  election  as  corresponding  members;  he 
also  read  a  letter  from  Thomas  W.  Higginson,  Esq.,  express- 
ing interest  in  the  o])jects  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Pabodie  was  elected  Secretary,  pro  tempore. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  donations  received  since  the 
last  meeting. 

Mr.  William  A.  Mowry  read  a  very  interesting  paper  upon  tlie  History 
of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  dwelling  particularly  upon  the  evidences  of  great 
mental  alMlity  which  is  sometimes  found  among  the  Indians,  and  the  un- 
christian treatment  which  this  ti'ibe  has  received,  and  the  humiliation  of 
the  United  States  government  in  this  connection.  He  commenced  with 
the  condition  of  the  tribe,  then  located  in  Georgia,  at  the  time  of  the  first 
efforts  of  the  missionaries  with  them.  When  the  missionaries  were 
endeavoring  to  invent  an  alphabet  for  their  language,  an  nntutored  savage 
in  the  interior  of  Georgia,  named  Sequoyah,  or  George  Guess,  who  could 
not  speak  English,  and  who  had  no  connection  with  the  missionaries,  but 
Avlio  had  seen  an  English  spelling  book  and  had  been  told  that  it  was  the 
"  talking  leaf  of  the  white  man,"  after  thinking  the  matter  over,  con- 
cluded that  the  Indian  language  could  be  put  into  form,  and,  alone  and 
nnaided,  went  to  work,  and  at  last  succeeded  in  making  a  perfect  syllabic 
alphabet  of  eighty-six  characters,  each  representing  a  syllable  and  all  rep- 
resenting all  the  syllables  in  the  Cherokee  language.  He  used  most  of  the 
letters  of  the  English  alphabet  for  his  characters,  and  invented  some  of 
his  own.  As  each  character  was  a  syllable  it  required  no  knowledge 
of  spelling,  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  once  learn  the  characters  to  be 
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able  to  read  and  write  easil.v,  requiring  but  three  daj's  stud.v.  This  is  tlie 
onlj'  perfect  syllabic  alphabet  in  the  world  and  was  at  once  adopted  by 
the  missionaries.  Guess  also  invented  a  perfect  system  of  numbers, 
was  a  skilled  silversmith,  and  a  wise  diplomatist.  In  182-t,  three  years 
after  the  invention  of  this  alphabet,  the  condition  of  this  tribe  was  encour- 
agiiiii:.  They  had  made  great  progress  in  the  arts  of  civilization.  Nearly 
all  the  ailult  population  and  more  than  half  the  whole  tribe  could  read  and 
write.  There  had  been  a  wonderful  improvement  in  their  modes  of  dress 
and  of  living.  One  of  their  number  had  been  sent  away  and  educated,  and 
had  translated  the  New  Testament  into  their  language,  which  was  printed 
in  their  language.  Their  government  had  set  up  a  printing  press  and 
established  a  newspaper.  In  short,  the  people  were  the  most  civilized  of 
any  Indian  nation,  and  more  so  than  the  white  people  living  around.  But 
a  change  came  over  all  this.  The  people  of  Georgia  wanted  their  land, 
and  began  to  take  steps  to  secure  it ;  steps,  which  by  the  refusal  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  enforce  an  order  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  by  the  perfidy  and  treachery  of  oflicials,  were,  in  the  end,  successful, 
resulting  in  the  removal  of  the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  in  1838, 
and  in  thus  destro3nug  their  habits  of  temperance,  moralitj"^,  iudustrj% 
thoroughly  demoralizing  and  deteriorating  them.  The  details  of  these 
transactions  were  given  in  full,  and  were  loudl}^  denounced.  He  also 
touched  lightly  upon  the  history  of  this  tribe  since  their  removal. 

The  paper  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention,  and  at 
the  conclusion,  on  motion  of  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  Mr.  AVilliam  A. 
Mowry  for  his  valuable  and  interesting  jniper,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same 
be  requested  for  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

Critical  and  complimentary  remarks  were  offered  by  Messrs. 
Allen,  Stone,  N.  J.  Arnold,  and  Taylor;  and  by  request, 
Mr.  Mowry  elucidated  many  points  referred  to  in  his  paper. 

The  Committee  on  Grounds  and  Building,  through  their 
chairman,  Mr.  Southwick,  made  a  partial  report  in  regard 
to  the  fence  on  Waterman  street. 

After  remarks  by  Messrs.  Southwick,  Allen  and  Stone,  it 
was 

Voted,  To  adjourn  to  the  call  of  the  Secretarj'. 

B.  r.  Pabodie,  Sec  y  pro  tern. 
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Providence,  October  30,  1876. 

The  meeting  Avas  called  for  the  transaction  of  bnsiness  to 
be  brought  forward  by  the  Committee  on  Grounds  and  Build- 
ing, and  was  presided  over  by  Vice  President  Allen. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  read  by  the  Secretary, 
and  the  donations  made  since  the  last  meeting  were  announced 
by  the  Librarian. 

The  committee  reported  in  favor  of  a  style  offence  to  cost 
about  $500. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  committee 
was  authorized  to  contract  for  the  fence  as  soon  as  the 
money  shall  be  raised  by  subscription. 

Messrs.  Allen,  Beck  with  and  Perry  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  raise  the  money. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'ij. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 


Providence,  November  21,  1876. 

A  meeting  was  held  this  evening  to   hear  a  i^aper  read  by 
Pev.  J.  Lewis  Diman,  D.  D.,  the  President  in  the  chair. 
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After  the  reiidin^:  of  the  record  of  the  last  meeting  and  the 
amioiiiicenieiit  of  donations  made  to  the  Society,  Dr.  Diman 
read  a  carefnlly  prepared  paper  on  "  The  Rehition  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  to  European  Politics." 

The  Eastern  question,  Avhicli  the  recent  revolt  of  the  Christian  subjects 
of  the  Sultun  has  forced  again  on  the  attention  of  Europe,  is  not  a  new 
one,  and  tlie  complicated  problems  Avhich  it  involves  can  only  be  under- 
stood in  the  light  of  the  wliole  relation  of  the  Ottoman  power  to  European 
politics.  That  relation  constitutes  one  of  the  most  striking  chaptei's  in 
the  histof}^  of  modern  public  law.  Theoretically  regarded  for  many  years 
as  a  sovereign  State,  but  actually  subject  to  a  degree  of  interference  in- 
consistent with  the  ideas  of  perfect  sovereignty,  cherished  as  an  essential 
make-weight,  but  hated  as  an  alien  race,  the  definition  of  the  true  posi- 
tion of  Turkey  has  been  a  fruitful  source  of  controversy^  and  war. 

It  has  been  common  to  date  the  political  connection  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire  with  Europe  from  the  conquest  of  Constantinople,  1453,  but  the 
Turks  invaded  Europe  a  hundred  years  before  this  memorable  event,  and 
the  capture  of  the  capital  of  the  Byzantine  Csesars  made  no  real  addition 
to  their  power.  For  three-quarters  of  a  century  longer  they  remained, 
essentially,  an  Asiatic  power,  aflecting  Europe  only  through  a  series  of 
unimportant  wars  with  minor  States  on  the  Mediterranean.  They  had 
only  an  external  relation  to  the  course  of  European  aflairs,  forming  no 
part  of  the  European  system. , 

The  Ottoman  Empire  is  an  Empire  dating  from  the  reign  of  Solyman, 
the  magnificent,  the  first  Sultan  who  thoroughly  comprehended  European 
politics.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  his  repeated  invasions  of  Hungary 
determined  the  course  of  the  Ecforraation.  The  Protestants  owed  their  first 
legal  recognition  to  the  dread  inspired  by  his  arms.  Solyman  was  brought 
into  the  European  system  by  Francis  1st,  tlie  Catholic  King  of  France,  but 
the  position  of  Turkey  was  assured  by  subsequent  diplomatic  relations 
with  Austria.  The  Ottoman  Empire  w  as  first  recognized  by  England  in 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  It  is  remarkable  that  until  the  treaty  of  Sitvatorak,  • 
1G06,  the  Sultan  uniformly  assumed  towards  the  Christian  powers  of 
Europe  the  tone  of  a  superior,  giving  marked  expression  to  this  feeling 
bj  uniformly  selecting  men  of  low  rank  to  conduct  his  negotiations. 

The  turning  point  in  the  relations  of  the  Ottoman  Emuire  with  Europe 
was  the  treaty  of  Carlowitz,  1608,  whicii  marked  the  limit  at  which  she 
ceased  to  be  an  aggressive  power,  and  an  object  of  terror  to  the  rest  of 
Europe.  The  treaty  was  also  memorable  as  marking  the  first  admission 
both  of  Turkey  and  Russia  to  a  European  Congress.  Up  to  this  time  the 
foremost  opponent  of  the  Turks  had  been  Austria ;  now  begins  the  antag- 
onism between  Turkey  and  Russia,  the  full  results  of  which  are  not  yet 
developed. 

The  recent  revolt  presents  no  new  point  of  public  law,  but  strikingly 
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displays  the  clianges  in  Europe.  The  fate  of  Turkey,  once  in  the  hands 
of  France  and  Enshand,  is  now  in  the  luinds  of  Russia  and  Germany.  In 
all  the  interventions  thus  far,  Russia  has  been  the  greatest  gainer,  and  she 
must  continue  to  be  so.  The  Berlin  memorandum  was  wholly  her  work, 
and  also  the  present  armistice.  The  Servian  revolt  has  been  nursed  by 
her  sympathy  and  aid.  Whatever  the  result  of  the  present  negotiations 
in  effecting  a  temporai'y  arrangement,  they  can  only  create  a  pause  in  tlie 
steady  march  of  the  Muscovite  to  the  Golden  Horn. 

The  paper  Avns  received  with  market!  fjivor  by  an  audience 
occupying  all  the  avaihd>le  space  in  the  Cabinet.  Dr.  Diman 
received  the  unanimous  tlianks  of  the  Society,  moved  by  Vice 
President  Allen  and  seconded  by  the  Secretary.  The  former 
offered  some  complimentary  and  critical  remarks,  relating 
some  amusing:  incidents  which  he  had  witnessed  in  the  East. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'-y. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 


Providence,  December  5,  1870. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  this  evening  at  7i  o'clock 
by  the  President. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  read  and  aj)proved, 
and  the  donations  made  to  the  Society  during  the  hist  two 
weeks  were  announced. 

Hon.  S.  G.  Arnold  then  read  "A  Sketch  of  the  History 
of  INIiddletown,  R.  I.,"  occui)ying  about  an  hour  in  setting 
forth  important  events  connected  with  that  toAvnship  to  the 
high  satisfaction  of  the  numerously  attended  meeting. 
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The  speaker  prefaced  the  reading  Avith  the  remark  that  the  paper  was 
written  at  the  request  of  the  Town  Council  of  Middletown,  in  response 
to  the  resohition  of  Congress  requesting  all  the  towns  in  the  country  to 
prepare  town  histories,  to  be  read  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  of  the  centennial 
year,  and  placed  in  the  town  archives  for  preservation,  of  which  he  should 
read  but  a  portion  at  this  time.  The  paper  commenced  with  a  brief  allu- 
sion to  the  political  and  religious  strife  in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts, 
which  resulted  in  the  settlement  of  Eliode  Island  by  Roger  Williams  and 
his  associates,  and  subsequently  of  Middletown  by  William  Coddington 
and  Johu  Clarke,  and  gave  a  succinct  political,  social,  civil,  a^ul  militarj^ 
history  of  that  town  through  the  old  French  and  Indian  and  Revolutionary 
wars,  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  late  Rebellion;  illustrated  with  frequent 
exti-acts  from  the  town  records  in  relation  to  the  most  prominent  and  im- 
portant events  in  the  history  of  the  town. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading,  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  President  to  effect  an  immediate  adjournment  was  coun- 
teracted, and  with  Vice  President  Allen  in  the  chair,  resolu- 
tions of  thanks  to  the  President  for  his  scholarly,  interesting 
and  instructive  address,  were  moved  by  Piof.  Diman. 
seconded  by  Samuel  H.  Wales,  Esq.,  and  after  a  spirited 
discussion  in  regard  to  certain  historical  matters  referred  to 
in  the  address,  were  unanimously  passed. 

Col.  John  Ward,  of  New  York,  was  announced  to  read  the 
next  paper  on  the  evening  of  December  19th. 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'tj. 


SPECIAL   MEETING. 


Providence,  December  19,  1876. 

A  special  meeting   of  the   Society  was   held  this  evening, 
President  Arnold  in  the  chair. 
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Contributions  were  nnnouneed  by  the  Librarian. 

Col.  John  Ward,  of  New  York,  was  then  introduced  to 
the  audience  as  the  great-grandson  of  Governor  Samuel 
Ward,  wlio  took  a  conspicuous  pait  in  the  measures  which 
led  to  the  severance  of  the  American  Colonies  from  the 
Mother  Country,  and  the  establishing  of  an  Independent 
Nation. 

Colonel  Ward  read  an  exceedingly  interesting  I)iograpliical  and  histori- 
cal sketch  of  the  life  and  public  servi';es  of  his  distinguished  ancestor, 
who  was  born  at  Newport,  11.  I.,  May  27,  1725,  and  died  in  Philadelphia, 
March  25,  1775,  of  small  pox,  while  attending  the  Continental  Congress,  as 
a  delegate  from  Ehode  Island.  He  was  an  ardent  patriot,  and  never  faltered 
in  his  faith  in  the  ultimate  freedom  of  this  country  from  British  thraldom. 
He  was  first  elected  Govern(n-  of  this  Colony  in  May,  17G2,  and  afterwards 
reelected  to  that  office  for  several  succeeding  terms,  and  was  the  only  Gov- 
ernor of  the  thirteen  colonies  who  refused  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
the  odious  "Stamp  Act."  He  was  also  elected,  in  1704,  one  of  the  first 
trustees  of  Brown  University.  Colonel  Ward's  paper  gave  a  graphic 
sketch  of  Governor  Ward  as  a  patriot,  statesman  and  public  spirited  man ; 
of  his  prominence  and  great  influence-in  the  first  and  second  sessions  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  his  self-sacrificing  devotion  in  promoting 
the  liberty  and  independence  of  his  country,  illustrated  witli  interesting 
extracts  from  his  correspondence  with  Washington,  Franklin,  Adams, 
and  other  distinguished  men  of  Revolutionary  days,  showing  that  he  Avas 
greatly  esteemed  by  all  as  an  ardent  Christian  patriot,  and  one  of  the  most 
influential  counsellors  in  forming  and  organizing  the  then  new  national 
government. 

The  paper  received  the  undivided  attention  of  a  large 
audience. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  Professor  Gammell  offered  a 
resolution  of  thanks  to  Col.  Waid,  for  the  enjo}  mcnt  he  had 
afi'orded  the  Society,  and  requesting  a  copy  of  the  paper  lor 
its  archives,  preceded  by  interesting  reminiscences  of  Gov- 
ernor Ward,  and  an  explanation  of  the  causes  which  led  to 
what  is  known  as  the  AYard  and  Hopkins  controversy.  The 
resolution  was  seconded  by  Professor  J.  L.  Lincoln,  and 
unanimously  adopted. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  Secretary. 

Edwin  M.  Stone,  Sec' >/  pro  (em. 
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SPECIAL  MEETIXG. 


Providence,  Jiuuiary  2,  1877. 

A  meeting  was  held  this  ev^ening,  beginning  at  a  quarter 
before  eight  o'clock,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  read  the  record  of  the  hist  meeting,  and 
the  Librarian  announced  the  donation  by  the  author  of  a 
copy  of  "The   History  of  Woonsocket,  by   E.  Richardson." 

Rev.  E.  M.  Stone  read  extended  extracts  from  a  carefully 
prepared  paper  on  "Rochambeau's  Army  in  America."  He 
dwelt  much  on  scenes  and  events  that  occurred  in  Rhode 
Island,  recalling  personages  that  figured  extensively  in  the 
social  circles  of  their  day,  and  incidents  that  once  attracted 
much  attention.  He  stated  his  reasons  for  believins:  that 
Washington  was  a  Marshal  of  France,  and  exhibited  a  dia- 
gram of  the  French  encampment  in  Providence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  V.  Jenks,  seconded  by  Vice  Presi- 
dent Allen,  Mr.  Stone  received  the  thanks  of  the  Society  for 
his  valuable  contribution  to  our  local  history,  with  the  request 
that  he  should,  on  some  fitting  occasion,  favor  the  Society  by 
reading  to  it  the  remaining  portions  of  his  paper.  In  sec- 
onding the  motion,  Mr.  Allen  took  occasion  to  confirm  cer- 
tain views  set  forth  by  Mr.  Stone,  by  giving  information 
communicated  to  him  by  Lafayette  on  his  visit  here  in  1824. 

Adjourned  to  the  IGth  inst. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec'y. 
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ANNUAL  JSIEETING. 


Providence,  January  16,  1877. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  this  evening,  beginning  at  a 
quarter  before  eight  o'clock,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

After  the  reading  of  the  record  of  the  last  meeting  by  the 
Secretary,  the  Librarian  announced  several  donations,  one  of 
which  was  a  large  photograph  of  the  late  Judge  Pitman, 
from  Messrs.  Manchester  Brothers. 

The  Treasurer  made  his  reports,  showing  a  balance  on 
hand  of  $702.66.  The  reports  were  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Publications. 

The  report  of  the  Cabinet  Keeper  of  the  Northern  Depart- 
ment was  next  read,  giving  a  very  encouraging  view  of  the 
work  that  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year.  The 
report  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publi- 
cations. 

The  report  of  the  Cabinet  Keeper  of  the  Southern  Depart- 
ment was  read  by  Mr.  Stone,  accom[)anicd  b}^  a  request  to  be 
excused  from  serving  the  Society  any  longer  in  that  capacity. 
The  report  was  received  and  ordered  on  file. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mv.  W.  Elliot  AYood- 
ward,  accepting  corresponding  membership,  and  expressing 
interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

The    Secretary   also   read    a   letter   from   Vice  President 
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Briiiley,    expressing    regret   at    his    inability  to    attend    the 
annual  meeting. 

The  committee  appointed  October  30,  187G,  to  raise 
money  by  subscription  for  building  a  fence  and  wall  on 
"Waterman  street,  made  a  written  report,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  closing  part : 

« 
The  committee  have  obtaiued  five  hundred  and  niuety-flvd  dollars  from 
about  fifty  persons,  mostly  members  of  the   Society,  which  sum  will  pay 
for  tlie  fence  and  for  necessary  changes  in  the  grounds. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Z.  Allex, 

Henry  T.  Beckwith, 

Amos  Perry. 

The  report  was  received  and  the  committee  continued. 

The  Committee  on  Grounds  and  Building  exhibited  the 
plan  of  the  proposed  wall  and  fence,  which  it  is  understood 
will  be  built  in  the  coming  spring. 

Dr.  William  F.  Channing  and  Mr.  William  J.  Miller  were 
appointed  to  till  the  place  of  Rev.  Dr.  Caswell,  deceased, 
and  of  Dr.  George  L.  Collins,  who  is  absent  from  the  coun- 
try, on  the  committee  to  erect  a  monument  at  Mount  Hope, 
in  honor  of  the  \\'ampanoag  Sachems. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perry,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  onPablications  be  authorized  and  instructed 
to  print  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Records  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Society,  to  embrace  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  Cabinet  Keepers  of 
the  Northern  and  Southern  Departments,  and  a  Necrology  of  the  members 
of  the  Society  who  have  died  during  the  year,  and  draw  on  the  Treasurer 
for  the  cost  of  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  William  F.  Channing,  who  gave  notice 
of  this  proposed  change  of  the   Constitution   a  year  ago,  in 
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Section  1,  Article  III.,  seventh  line  from  the  bottom  of  the 
page,  insert  after  the  word  Buildinc/s,"  ii  Commiltee  on 
Genealogical  Researches."  Again,  Section  2,  Article  III., 
shall  road  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Genealogical  Researches  shall  seek  to  promote  genea- 
logical studies,  collecting,  classifying  and  arranging  available  material, 
and  securing  for  the  Society,  as  far  as  may  be,  genealogical  records  for 
general  reference." 

Section  2,  Article  III.,  shall  he  numbered  Section  12, 
Article  III. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  William  F.  Channing,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  President  of  the  Society  be  invited  to  prepare  a  dis- 
course to  be  read  on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  battle  \vhich 
took  place  on  the  island  of  Rhode  Island  August  29,  1778. 

It  was 

Voted,  That  the  President,  First  Vice  Presiient,  Secretary,  and  the 
Cabinet  Keeper  of  the  Northern  Department,  be  a  committee  to  report  to 
the  General  Assembly  what  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  with  the 
appropriation  made  by  the  State,  and  to  request  another  appropriation  for 
the  same  object. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Addeman,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Hon.  George  A.  Brayton  be  requested  to  pi-cpare  and 
read  before  this  Societj^  at  his  earliest  convenience,  an  historical  sketch  of 
the  town  of  Warwick. 

It  was 

Voted,  That  the  Cabinet  Keeper  be  authorized  to  subscribe  for  the  Maga- 
zine of  American  History. 

The  follov;ing  named  persons  were  then  nominated  for  resi- 
dent membership  by  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  and 
were  unanimously  elected  : 
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William  V.  Sheftiold,  Georj^e  C.  Mason,  Henrj-  Bedlow,  Newport;  Lati- 
mer W.  Ballon,  Woonsocket;  Geor<i:e  Lewis  Cooke,  AVarreu ;  Georce  F. 
Wilson,  Ea>t  Providence;  C.  Fiske  Harris,  Frederick  N.  Seaburj',  Levi  W. 
Russell,  Walter  Richmond.  Frank  E.  Richmond,  William  ^Maxwell  Greene, 
James  E.  Cranston,  George  King  Cranston,  John  F.  Tobcy,  Stephen  H. 
Arnold,  Arnold  Greene,  Josepli  C.  Hartshorn,  Engene  W.  Mason,  Jona- 
than G.  Parkhnrst,  Gilbert  A.  Phillips,  Edward  D.  Pearce,  Jr.,  Samuel  R. 
Dorrauce,  Charles  F  Dorrance,  Russell  M.  Lamed,  Edward  I.  Nickerson, 
Albert  Harkness,  Horatio  N.  Slater,  Jr  ,  Charles  W.  Lippitt,  Charles  F. 
Mason,  William  S.  Liscomb,  Simon  S.  Bucklin,  Caleb  Seagrave,  Provi- 
dence. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then 
elected,  as  follows  : 


OFFICERS. 

President,  .  .  .  . 

Vice  Presidents,    -  -  -  - 

Treasurer,  .... 

Secretary,  .  .  .  - 

Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  of  Northern 

Department, 
Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  of  Southern 

Department, 
Conunittee  on  Nomination  of  New  Members, 


Samuel  G.  Arnold. 
Zachariah  Allen, 
Francis  Brinley. 
Richmond  P.  Everett. 
Amos  Perr}'. 

Edwin  M.  Stone. 

George  C.  Mason. 
William  G.  Williams, 
George  L.  Collins, 
Albert  V   Jenks. 

Committee  on  Lectures  and  Reading  of  Papers,      William  Gammell, 

Charles  W.  Parsons, 
Amos  Perry. 

Committee  on  the  Publications  of  the  Society,         John  R.  Bartlett, 

J.  Lewis  Diman, 
Edwin  M.  Stone. 
Isaac  H.  Southwick, 
Albert  Dailey, 
Henry  J.  Steere. 
Henry  E.  Turner, 
Zachariah  Allen, 
George  T.  Paine. 
Henry  T.  Beckwith, 
Walter  Blodirett. 


Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds,    - 


Committee  on  Genealogical  Researches, 


Audit  Committee, 


44  RHODE     ISLAND     HISTORICAL   SOCIETY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howlancl,  it  was 

Votr(],  Tliat  a  tax  of  three  dollars  be  assessed  on  each  resident  membe: , 
to  defray  the  curreut  expenses  of  the  year. 

On  motion  of  jNIr.  Stono,  it  was 

Vot-d,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  hereby  presented  to  Benjamin 
B.  Rowland,  Esq.,  of  Newport,  for  the  long,  faithful  and  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  he  has  dischai'ged  the  duties  of  Librarian  and  Cabiiiet 
Keeper  of  the  Southern  Department,  accompanied  with  an  expression  of 
regret  that  advancing  age  and  infirmity  compel  him  to  withdraw  from  a 
position  he  has  so  honorably  filled.  * 

Adjourned. 

Amos  Perry,  Sec't/. 


1'  R  E  A  S  U  R  E  R '  S     REPORTS. 


Dr.         lilchmuitd  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Societtj. 
1876. 
Jan'j'  18.     To  cash  on  hand,        .  .  -  -  -         $303  04 

July    16.     Interest,  City  Savings  Bank,       -  -  -  -        12  37 

28.  State  of  Eliode  Island,  being  appropriation  made 
January  18,  1875,  for  binding,  classifying 
and  arranging  books,  papers,  etc.,     -  -  994  95 

1877. 
Jan'y  16.     To  taxes  from  one  liundred  and  thirty  members,  at 

.$3.00,  -     ■       -  -  -  -  -      390  00 

To  admission  fees  of  sixteen  members,  at  §5.00,     -  80  00 


§1,780  36 

Cr.        Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society.  * 

1876. 
July    28.     By  bills  paid  from  State  appi'opriation  : 

E.  W.  Stone,      -  -  -  -  . 

E.  M.  Stone,  .  .  .  - 

H.  M.  Coombs,  .  -  -  . 

1877. 
Jan'y  16.     For  postages,  express,  and  advertising  meetings, 
"     furniture,  ..'... 

"     building  and  grounds,  -  - 

"    fuel  and  gas, 
By  balance,  ..... 


.$472 

00 

-   244 

05 

143 

90 

-   107 

77 

68 

75 

20 

67 

20 

56 

-   702 

6G 

§1,780 

36 
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There  is  on  deposit  iu  the  City  Savings  Bank, 
this  day,  January  16,  1877,       -  -      $702  41 

Treasurer,     -  -  -  -  25 


$702  66 
RICHMOND   P.    EVERETT,   Treasurer. 
Providence,  January  16,  1877. 

The  urulersignecl  have  examined  the  above  account  and  the  vonchers,  and  find 

the  same  correct.    Balance  on  band,  seven  hundred,  two  and  sixty  one-hun- 

dredtbs  dollars. 

H.  T.  BECKWITH,         )       AiulH 
WALTER    BLODUET,  \  Cominiltce. 


STATE    OF   RHODE   ISLAND    APPROPRIATION   FUND. 

Dr.        Bichmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  vnth  the  Bhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 
187G. 
July    28.     To  appropriation  by  the  State,         -  -  -         $994  95 

§994  95 

Cr.        Bichmond  P.  Evtrett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Bhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

1876. 
July    28.     By  bills  paid  : 

E.  W.  Stone, $472  00 

*  E.  M.  Stone,      -  -  -  -  -  244  05 

H.  M.  Coombs,         -  -  -  -  -      143  90 

H.  M.  Coombs,  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  Oct. 

26,  1875,    ------      135  00 


.'ii!994  95 
RICHMOND   P.  EVERETT,    Treasurer. 
PnoviDENCE,  January  16,  1877. 

The  undersigned  have  examined  the  above  account  and  voucliers,  and  find  the 

same  correct. 

ir.  T.  BECIvWITH,         (       Audit 
WALTEK  BLODGET,  S  Committee. 
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LIFE   MEMBERSHIP   ACCOUNT. 

Dr.        Richmond  P.  EccrcU,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 
1S7G. 
Jiui'}-  IS.     To  cash  on  hand,         ----- 
22.     William  Ely,  for  life  membership, 

Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings, 
Jul.v    18.  "  "  "  "  "        " 

$678  06 

Cr         Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1877. 
.Jan'3'  IG.     B3'  balance  of  account,  -  -  -  -         §078  06 


§591 

;u 

50 

00 

17 

7:3 

19 

02 

.$678  OG 
There  is  deposited  in  the  Providence  Institu- 
tion for  Savings  this  day  Jan.  16,  1877,     .$678  06 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT,     Treasurer. 
PuoviDEXCE,  January  16,  1877. 

The  nndersignod  have  examined  the  above  account  and  vouchers,  and  find  the 

same  con-ect. 

H.  T.  BECKWITH,         \       Audit 
WALTER    BLODGET,  (  Committee. 
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Newport,  January  10th,  1877. 
To  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society : 

I  have  received  the  past  year  the  city  documents  of  Newport;  lion. 
William  P.  Sheffield's  Oration  delivered  at  Newport,  July  4th,  1S7G;  and 
the  "History  of  the  St.  Albau's  Raid,"  an  address  delivered  before  the 
Vermont  Historical  Society,  October  17th,  1870,  which  last  book  was 
directed  to  the  Southern  division. 

I  am  getting  too  old  to  have  the  charge  of  the  books  and  documents 
belonging  to  the  Society,  and  would  be  glad  if  they  would  appoint  some 
one  In  my  place  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  can  ;  so  that  next  spring  I 
could  pass  tliem  over  to  other  hands. 

Yours  respectfully, 

BENJAMIN  B.  PIOWLAND. 
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The  Librarian  begs  leave  respectfiillj^  to  report  that,  since  the  last 
annual  meeting,  eontribiitions  have  been  received  from  the  followinn' 
sources : 


Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
Maiue  "  *' 

Vermont  "  " 

Connecticut  "  " 

New  Hampshire     "  " 

American  Antiquarian  Societj', 
N.  E.  Historical  and  Genealogical 

Society, 
Ilssex  Institute, 
New  York  Historical  Society, 
Long  Island       "  " 

New  Jersey        "  " 

Pennsylvania     "  " 

Wisconsin  "  " 

Iowa  "  " 

Minnesota  "  " 

Maryland  "  " 

Virginia  "  " 

Iowa  Natural  Science  Society, 


Vermont  State  Library, 
American  Philosophical  Societj', 
London  Royal  Historical  Society, 
Georgia  Historical  Societj^, 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for   the 

Blind, 
South  Carolina  State  Library', 
Bureau  Bib.  Universalle,  Lausanne, 
Manchester  (Eng.)  Free  Library, 
U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education,  ■Wash- 
ington, 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Wash- 
ington, 
U.  S.  Chief  Engineer's  Department. 

AVashington, 
U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  Washington, 
Marine  Society,  Providence, 
William  G.  Williams,  Providence, 
Edwin  M.  Stone,  " 
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Thomas  A.  Dojie,  Providence, 
John  W.  Sawyer,  M.  D.,    " 
William  F.  Chauning,         " 
J.  C.  Tliompsoii,  " 

A.  V.  Jeuks,  " 

Tingley  Brothers,  «' 

Marj-  W.  Armington,  " 

Amos  Perry,  " 

Henry  B   Anthony,  " 

Samuel  11.  Webb, 
Thomas  B.  Stockwell,         " 
George  L.  Collins, 
Noah  J.  Arnold,  " 

Ja])ez  C.  Knight,  " 

George  Baker,  " 

George  H.  Pettis,  " 

George  C.  Arnold,  " 

Board  of  State  Charities,  " 
State  of  Rhode  Island, 
William  P.  Sheffield,  Newport, 
Henry  F.  Smith,  Pawtucket, 
Francis  Brinley,  Newport, 
Thomas  W.  Iliggiuson,  Newport, 
A.  R.  Spoftbrd,  Washington, 
J.  II.  Baxter,  " 

William  W.  Grcenough,  Boston, 
J.  Watts  DePeyster,  New  York, 
Henry  Thayer  Drowne,     " 
Charles  C- Jones,  " 

Luther  P.  Hubbard,  " 


John  Fitch,  New  York, 

J.  W.  Boutou,      " 

John  B.  Alden,     " 

Campbell  &  Co.,  " 

Caroline  G.  Reed,  New  York  State, 

H.  H.  Morgan,  St.  Louis, 

J.  Fletcher  Williams,  St.  Paul's, 

Samuel  A.  Green,  Boston, 

A.  H.  Hoyt, 

Alfred  T.  Turner, 

Melvil  Dewey,  " 

Theodore  Lyman,  3d,  Boston, 

Senaca  G.  Lapham,  Mihvaukie, 

Samuel  Briggs,  Cleveland,  O. 

S.  B.  McCrackeu,  Lansing,  IVIich., 

Charles  P.  Coggeshall,  Chicago, 

John  R.  Ham,  Dover,  N.  II. 

A   H.  Mazyck,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Andrew  J.  Ourt,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Lucius  J.  Barber,  Simsbury,  Ct. 

P.  Cudmore,  Le  Sueur,  Minn. 

Brazillian  Centennial  Commission, 

Philadelphia  Centennial  Commiss'u, 

William  P.  Upham.  Salem,  Mass. 

Franklin  B.  Dexter,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

W.  P.  Garrison,  Orange,  N.  J. 

George  H.  Preble,  Philadelphra, 

George  H.  Smith,  Loudon, 

Joseph  L.  Chester,       " 


These  contributions  to  the  Society's  collections  comprise  GI  bound  and 
2G  unbound  volumes  of  books,  11  manuscripts,  6  engravings,  3  broadsides, 
C>  relics,  7  maps,  2  genealogical  charts,  one  of  the  Harris  and  the  other  of 
the  Arnold  family,  the  pedigree  of  the  latter  extending  back  to  A.  D.  1100, 
32  bound  volumes  of  newspapers,  and  1,09-1:  pamphlets.  These  additions 
contain  n'nich  that  is  valuable,  and  greatly  enrich  different  departments  of 
our  librarj'. 

The  various  historical  and  other  learned  societies  with  which  our  Soci- 
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ety  is  in  correspondence,  both  in  Aniericii  and  in  Enrope,  conlimie  to  for- 
ward tlieir  publications  at  their  earl}'  opportunities.  To  the  Smithsouiau 
Institution  at  Washington  special  thanks  are  due,  not  onl)'  for  its  own 
valuable  publications,  but  also  for  the  service  it  is  constantly  rendering 
by  acting  as  the  medium  of  transmission  between  our  Society  and  soci- 
ties  in  foreign  countries. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  about  five  hundred  pampli- 
lets  have  been  received,  comprising  addresses,  reports,  biographical 
sketches  and  essays,  which  will  be  serviceable  in  rendering  more  com- 
l)lete  the  several  classes  of  fugitive  literature  to  which  they  properly 
belong. 

Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green,  the  accomplished  Librarian  of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  still  manifests  his  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  our 
Society,  and  permits  no  opportunity  to  increase  our  collections  to  pass 
unimproved.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  him  for  several  large  and  desirable 
contributions  during  the  past  year. 

Among  the  relics  referred  to  is  a  Banner  of  the  Providence  Marine 
Society,  received  through  Mr.  Perry,  and  a  trunk  which  did  good  service 
in  the  family  of  Governor  Jeuckes,  of  Rhode  Island,  as  early  as  1703,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Noah  J.  Arnold.  From  Tingley  Brothers,  has  been  received 
a  large  fragment  of  "  What  Cheer  Kock,"  appropriately  inscribed,  which 
will  ever  be  a  pleasant  reminder  of  the  founder  of  the  State,  and  of  the 
cordial  welcome  he  received  from  the  aboriginal  owners  of  the  soil  he 
purchased  from  them,  and  in  the  possession  of  which  he  made  his  com- 
panions cooquals.  Among  the  portraits  added  to  our  collection  is  an 
admirable  photographic  copy  of  Garabadella's  portrait  of  Eev.  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Ellery  Channing,  presented  by  his  son.  Dr.  William  F.  Channing, 
and  a  finely  engraved  portrait  of  the  late  Joseph  R.  Browne,  presented  by 
Mr.  A.  V.  Jenks. 

Of  Revolutionary  mementoes  is  the  Orderly  Book  of  Col.  Sylvanus 
Reed,  1778,  obtained  from  Mrs.  Caroline  G.  Reed,  through  the  agency  of 
Hon.  Z.  Allen.  As  a  fragmentary  contribution  to  the  history  of  the  form- 
ative period  of  our  nation,  it  possesses  special  interest  and  value. 

From  Col.  Joseph  L.  Chester,  President  of  the  London  Historical  Soci- 
ety, and  a  corresponding  member  of  our  own,  has  been  received  a  volume 
comprising  the  Registers  of  Marriages  and  Burials  in  Westminster 
Abbey.  It  is  a  work  of  immense  labor,  and  the  explanatory  notes  and 
biographical  sketches  annexed  show  an  amount  of  research  which  only  an 
enthusiastic  antiquary  would    give    to  his  subject.     To  mauj'  in  this 
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country  who  desire  to  trace  their  ancestry  to  its  English,  Scotch,  or  Irisli 
origin,  the  work  will  possess  uncommon  value. 

From  Col.  George  H.  Smith,  formerly  of  this  city,  and  for  several 
years  past  Superintendent  of  the  London  Tramway  Company,  several  val- 
uable contributions  have  been  received.  The  most  important  of  these  is 
a  large  and  finely  printed  octavo  volume  of  775  pages,  entitled,  "Munici- 
pal Loudon;  or,  London  Government  as  it  is,  and  London  under  a  Muni- 
cipal Council,"  by  Joseph  F.  B.  Firth,  LL.  B.,— a  work  which  leaves  no 
topic  untouched  that  opens  to  view  the  distinguishing  features  of  the 
British  metropolis. 

From  Charles  E  Boon,  Esq.,  of  Providence,  has  been  received  a  "  Mail 
Coach  Half  Penny,"  struck  in  England  in  honor  of  John  Palmer,  the  first 
projector  of  mail  coaches  in  that  kingdom.  The  gift  was  accompanied 
with  the  following  explanatory  note  : 

"  Several  years  since,  while  on  a  visit  to  the  mother  country,  in  the 
course  of  an  interesting  interview  with  an  English  gentleman  relative  to 
various  modes  of  travelling,  and  especially  in  regard  to  what  constitutes 
in  the  minds  of  men  at  different  periods  of  the  world,  easy,  speedy,  safe 
and  economical  modes  of  conveyance,  I  received  a  vivid  account  of  the 
origin  and  establishment  of  mail  coaches  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  con- 
test that  arose  in  consequence  of  this  inroad  into  the  established  customs 
of  that  country.  The  enterprising  projector  of  mail  coaches  was  by  some 
persons  hailed  as  a  benefactor,  while  by  others  lie  was  frowned  upon  as 
an  innovator,  disturbing  good  order,  and  doing  harm  to  society.  When, 
however,  his  experiment  had  been  fairly  tested,  and  permanent  benefits 
were  witnessed,  his  good  services  were  recognized.  At  this  time,  large 
numbers  of  copp,er  medals  of  a  peculiar  die,  Avere  struck  oS"  in  his  honor. 
This  medal  was  of  the  size  and  value  of  an  English  half  penny,  about  the 
same  as  an  old  fasliioned  American  cent.  Such  was  the  demand  for  it 
during  a  brief  period  that  it  virtually  served  as  a  part  of  the  currency-  of 
the  country.  My  English  friend  concluded  this  narration  by  presenting 
me  with  the  inclosed  '  Mail  Coach  Half  Penny,'  which  I  suppose  to  be  a 
rare  coin  and  dillicult  to  find.  On  one  side  of  it,  near  the  upper  edge,  are 
the  words 


Immediately  under  these  words  is  engraveil  an  old  fashioned  mail  coach, 
on  the  rear  of  which  stands  the  guard  in  full  armor,  and  in  front  sits  the 
driver  with  tightened  reins  and  upraised  whip  to  guide  and  urge  on  lour 
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steeds  that  are  apparently  nioviiii;  at  full  speed.  Under  the  figure  of  the 
coach  is  tlic  motto,  engraved  in  hii'ge  letters, 

'  To  Trailc  Expetlition, 
And  to  Property  Protection.' 

Around  the  lower  edge  of  the  coin  are  the  words  '  Paj-able  in  London.' 
Clear  around  the  edge  of  the  other  side  of  the  medal  is  a  tasteful  vignette, 
enclosing  the  following  inscription  : 


TO 

//   J.  PALMER,  Esq., 
//  This  is   inscribed  as  a  token  of 

GRATITUDE 

ForBenclits  rccei  veil  from  the 
Establishment  of 


Appleton's  Cycloptedia  of  Biography  contains  the  following  sketch  of 
the  '  J.  Palmer,  Esq.,'  whose  name  is  npon  this  medal : 

'John  Palmer,  the  first  projector  of  mail  coaches,  was  a  native  of  Batli, 
where  he  was  brought  up  as  a  brewer,  but  subsequentl}''  solicited  and 
obtained  a  patent  for  a  Theatre  in  his  native  city,  which  concern  proved 
eminently  successful  under  his  management.  Being  much  in  the  habit  of 
travelling  from  place  to  place  for  the  purpose  of  securing  rising  perform- 
ers, the  idea  occurred  to  him  that  a  better  mode  of  conveying  the  mails 
was  most  desirable,  and  he  accordingly  matured  the  plan  of  transmitting 
letters  by  coaches  with  guards,  now  superseded  by  the  railway.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  his  object,  though  not  without  great  opposition ;  but  the  utility 
of  the  plan  soon  became  manifest  and  he  was  made  comptroller  general  of 
the  post  office,  with  a  salary  of  £1,500  a  year.  Some  dispute,  however, 
occurring,  he  lost  the  situation  in  1792,  and  though  he  afterwards, 
through  petitions,  was  reimbursed  by  parliament,  the  compensation  was 
very  inadequate  to  the  percentage  he  Avas  to  have  received  in  case  his  plan 
succeeded.     Died  in  1818.' 

With  the  view  of  having  this  relic  of  olden  times  preserved,  in  connec- 
tion with  its  interesting  history,  as  well  as  with  the  desire  of  manifesting, 
in  a  sliglit  degree,  my  interest  in  a  worthy  association,  I  enclose  to  you 
the  medal,  and  trust  it  may  find  a  place  among  your  curious  and  interest- 
ing collections." 

To  W.  Elliot  Woodward,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  our  Society  is  indebted  for  a 
set  of  historical  volumes  known  as  "Woodward's   Historical   Series." 
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The  edition  of  this  series  was  small,  and  the  volnmes  at  the  present  time 
not  easy  to  be  obtained.  Perhaps  I  cannot  give  a  better  idea  of  them  than 
by  presenting  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr  Woodward,  addressed 
to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Perry,  announcing  the  donation.     He  says  : 

"  Some  years  ago  I  published  a  number  of  volumes  which  I  strung 
together  and  called  them  Woodward's  Historical  Series.  On  receipt  of 
your  favor  of  January  18th,  it  occurred  to  me  that  your  Society  would 
value  the  books  enough  to  give  them  shelf  room,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
pleasant  thing  for  me  to  present  a  set.  Now,  unfortunately  for  my  pur- 
pose, though  in  a  business  view  very  fortunate  for  me,  it  happens  that 
volumes  1  and  2  were  so  much  sought  f(>r  when  issued  tliat  they  immedi- 
ately commanded  an  enormous  price,  §40  for  the  small  paper,  and  $200 
for  the  large  paper.  They  have  since  found  their  level,  and  may  occa- 
sionally bo  picked  up  at  auction  sales  for  a  reasonable  price.  Volumes  3 
and  i  of  the  small  size,  are  likewise  out  of  print. 

I  have  delayed,  hoping  to  get  hold  of  the  m,issing  volumes,  but  the 
opportunity  to  obtain  the  first  two  has  not  occurred,  and  feeling  that  I 
cannot  decently  defer  for  another  day  a  reply  to  your  favor.  I  send  six 
volumes  of  the  series  which  I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  present  to 
the  Society  in  my  name." 

KING   PHILIP'S   DAY. 

On  the  24th  of  August  last,  the  Society  commemorated  the  two  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  King  Philip  of  Pokauoket,  by  planting  a 
memorial  tree  on  the  summit  of  Mount  Hope.  The  Committee  of 
Arrangements  consisted  of  Drs.  Charles  W.  Parsons  and  George  L.  Col- 
lins, of  Providence;  Hon.  William  J.  Miller,  of  Bristol;  Hon.  Francis 
Brinley,  of  Newport,  and  John  G.  Clarke,  Esq.,  of  Kingston,  whose  duties 
were  successfully  and  satisfactorily  discharged.  A  numerous  company  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  was  in  attendance  from  Providence,  Newport,  Bris- 
tol, and  ft-om  other  towns,  including  also  repi-esentatives  of  the  Old  Colony 
Historical  Society,  and  distinguished  gentlemen  from  several  States. 
There  were  likewise  present  two  lineal  descendants  of  Massasoit's  daugh- 
ter, viz. :  Melinda  and  Charlotte  Mitchell,  of  Abington,  Massachusetts, 
who  disposed  of  many  neatly  constructed  Indian  baskets,  as  mementos  of 
their  great  ancestor.  A  large  kettle  used  by  King  Philip  for  culinary  pur- 
poses, a  belt  worn  by  him,  and  other  relics  were  exhibited  upon  the 
ground. 

The  day  proved  propitious  for  the  gathering,  and  after  the  excavation 
for  the  tree  had  been  made,  at  Avhich  several  of  the  guests,  both  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  assisted,  and  the  tree  of  oak,  of  eight  or  ten  years'  growth. 
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taken  from  tlie  ntiiiliboring  woods,  had  bocu  firmly  settled  in  its  position, 
Hon.  Samuel  G.  Arnold,  President  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, 
called  npon  His  Excellency  Governor  Lippitt  to  dedicate  it 

"  TO   THE  MEMORY   OF  METACOMET,    THE  LAST    CHIEF   OF   THE 
WAMrAXOAGS." 

In  complying  with  the  request  the  Governor  spoke  briefly  as  follows : 

REMARKS   OF   GOVERNOR  LIPPITT. 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  tlie  managers  of  tliis  entertainment  to-ilny  to  have 
any  speech-making  here.  They  have  simply  asked  me  to  saj' a  few  words  ami 
dedicate  this  tree,  wliich  is  planted,  as  I  am  told,  on  the  spot,  as  precisely  as  can 
be  ascertriimd,  of  one  of  the  wigwams  of  King  Philip.  Whether  that  is  so  or  not, 
we  know  by  actual  survey  that  this  is  tlie  crown  or  highest  summit  of  Mount 
Hope. 

It  is  singidar  that  this  anniversary  should  occur  on  the  Centennial  anniversary 
of  our  country.  It  will  of  course  be  the  same  at  the  end  of  the  next  hundred 
years,  and  there  will  be  no  danger  hereafter  that  the  memory  of  King  Philip  will 
not  be  periK'luated  by  post<;rity,  and  I  take  it  that  each  successive  century  will 
witness  a  continuation  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  our  country. 

I  can  only  say  that  the  tree  is  of  oak— young  antl  thrifty.  It  is  emblematical  of 
strength,  and  I  hope  it  will  take  strong  root  in  the  soil  that  our  children  may 
gather  around  it  and  remember  us  here  this  ilay. 

At  the  close  of  these  services  the  company  repaired  to  "  Philip's 
Spring  "  at  the  west  base  of  the  Mount,  and  near  which  the  hunted 
Sachem  was  killed,  T\iiere  a  clam  chowder  had  been  provided  under  the 
wide-spread  shade  of  a  majestic  oak.  A  blessing  was  craved  by  the  Rev. 
Dr  Shepard,  of  Bristol,  and  after  appeasing  keen  appetites,  the  celebrants 
were  called  to  order  by  Hon.  Samuel  G.  Arnold,  to  listen  (as  they  did 
with  close  attention)  to  further  exercises,  when  he  spoke  as  follows : 

REMARKS    OF    IIOX.    SAMUEL   G.    ARNOLD. 

In  behalf  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  I  welcome  j'ou  to  this  tragic 
spot-the  death  scene  of  Philip  of  Pokanoket.  It  is  set  down  on  the  programme 
for  to-day  that  I  should  say  a  word  for  the  Xarragansetts.  Well  may  the  sons  of 
Rhode  Ishmd  recall  in  grateful  strains  the  memory  of  those  faithiul  friends  of 
their  forefatheis,  the  wise  Canonicus,  his  high-souled  nephew,  the  ill-fated  Mian- 
tonomi.  Ktcrnally  boimd  up  with  the  name  of  tlie  founder  of  our  State  are 
those  noble  chiefs  who  resisted  the  artlul  !ii>pro:ichis  of  the  Pecjuots  and 
listened  to  Roger  Williams,  when,  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  he  sought  their  wigwams 
and  turned  the  tide  in  the  wavering  councils  of  the  Narragansetts.  When,  forty 
years  h.ter.  their  turn  had  come  to  follow  tlie  Pcquots  in  their  path  of  death,  jus- 
tice requires  that  we  honor  the  heroic  struggle  of  an  e-xpiring  nation,  and  pre- 
sent a  candid  statement  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  tragedy  two  hundred  years 
ago  today  enacted  upon  this  spot.  The  beauty  of  poetry  and  the  eloquence  of 
history  have  alike  been  perverted  in  our  day  to  blacken  the  memoi-y  of  men,  the 
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smn  of  whoso  crimes  lias  been  that  thoy  died  for  their  country.  Too  mnny  of  the 
sons  of  the  Pilgrims  anc  tlie  descendants  of  the  Puritans  have  acted  on  tlie  prin- 
ciple that  in  defence  of  the  conduct  of  their  sires  all  men,  white  or  red,  who  an- 
tagonized with  tliem  in  the  conflicts  of  the  seventeenth  century,  nnist  be  held  n)) 
to  the  scorn  and  denunciation  of  the  nineteenth.  But  the  gratitude  of  mankind 
to  the  genius  who,  "  by  the  greatest  legal  invention  of  modern  times,  eliminated 
religion  from  politics,"  is  not  to  be  cavilled  out  of  existence  by  the  learning,  the 
eloquence,  or  the  sophistry  of  his  detractors.  The  name  of  Williams  will  chal- 
lenge the  admiration  of  men  when  his  noble  compeers  are  remembered  only  for 
their  exalted  virtues  and  for  their  great  deeds  as  the  founders  of  New  England, 
and  are  no  longer  reviled  because  they  were  not  like  him,  two  centuries  in  ad- 
vance of  their  age  and  of  the  community  which  drove  him,  as  on  their  own  prin- 
ciples they  had  a  right  to  do,  from  their  presence.  Nor  has  any  ex-parte  statement 
of  the  storj'  of  Indian  wrongs  the  right  to  be  considered  the  true  one  in  the  fiice 
of  evidence  that  can  neither  be  gainsaid  or  set  aside.  Philip's  bfst  defence  is  his 
own.  There  is  not  a  line,  not  a  word  in  that  remarkable  letter  to  John  Borden, 
wliich  is  not  strictly  true;  and  being  true,  how  cnn  he  be  blamed  that  he  fought 
for  Ills  country  to  the  death.  The  Wampanoags  were  subsidiary  to  the  Narragan- 
setts  till  the  alliance  of  Massasoit  with  the  English  secured  thein  a  brief  but  fatal 
independence.  The  judicial  murder  of  Miantonomi  in  1G43,  at  the  instance  of  the 
court  at  Boston,  had  justlj' exasperated  the  Xarragansetis.  His  son  Canonchot 
succeeded  to  the  sachemh  )od.  His  haughty  reply  to  the  English  demand  that  the 
women  and  children  placed  under  his  protection  by  Philip  should  be  surrendered 
will  be  remembered  by  all.  "Not  a  VVampanoag  nor  the  paring  of  a  Wampa- 
noag's  nail  shall  be  delivered  up."  Canonchet  was  captured  at  Pawtucket  in 
April,  and  executed  at  Stonington  with  circunistances  of  Ijarbarous  diplomacy. 
His  last  recorded  words  are  worthj- of  the  last  great  Sachem  of  the  Narragan- 
setts  ;  "  1  like  it  well,  I  shall  die  before  my  heart  is  soft  or  I  have  said  anything 
unworthy  of  myself."  It  is  not  the  fashion,  I  know,  to  speak  well  of  the  Indians, 
but  something  is  due  to  the  truth  of  history  which  has  been  long  enough  per- 
verted in  the  mistaken  idea  that,  right  or  wrong,  the  conduct  of  our  forefathers 
must  be  defended. 

The  President  then  introduced  William  J.  Miller,  Esq.,  of  Bristol,  who 
had  prepared  a  paper  setting  forth  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
death  of  Philip,  which  he  proceeded  to  read : 

MK.  miller's  histokical  n.vrrative. 

Mr  President,  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:— One  year  ago  last  June  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society  connnemoratetl,  by  fitting  service,  the  opening  of  •'  Pliilip's 
war,"  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mount,  near  what  is  called  "  Philip's  spring."  1  o- 
daj'  we  meet  on  this  side  of  the  Mount  to  celebrate  the  bi-centennial  of  Philip's 
death.  It  seems  proper  that  on  this  occasion  something  of  the  facts  and  inci- 
dents connected  with  this  tragic  event  should  be  given,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
members  of  the  Historical  Society,  I  have  written  this  paper,  giving  some  ac- 
count of  those  events. 

Captain  Church,  being  now  at  Plymouth  again,  weary  and  worn,  would  have 
gone  home  to  his  wife  and  family,  but  the  government  being  solicitous  to  engage 
him  in  the  service  until  Philip  was  slain,  and  jiromising  him  satisfaction  and  re- 
dress tor  some  niistreatment  that  he  hail  met  with,  he  fixes  for  another  expedi- 
tion. 

He  had  soon  sufficient  volunteers  to  make  up  the  company  ho  desircci,  and 
marched  through  the  woods  until  he  came  to  Pocasset,  and  not  seeing  or  hearing 
of  any  of  the  enemy,  they  went  over  the  ferry  to  Rhode  Island,  to  refresh  them- 
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selves.  The  Caplain,  with  about  half-a-ilozcn  in  his  company,  took  horses  and 
rode  about  eif^ht  miles  down  the  island  to  Mr.  Sanford's.  wliere  his  wife  was 
boarding.  She  no  sooner  saw  him,  but  fainted  with  surprise;  and  by  the  time 
she  was  a  little  revived  they  spied  two  horseinen  coming  at  a  great  pace.  Cap- 
tain Church  told  his  eonipanj-  that  those  men,  by  tlieir  riding,  came  with  tidings. 
Wlien  they  came  up  they  proved  to  be  Majoi-  San  ford  and  Captain  Cohling.  They 
immediately  asked  Captain  Church  what  he  would  give  to  hear  some  news  of 
Philip?  He  replied  that  was  what  he  wanted.  They  told  him  tliey  liad  rode  hai-d 
with  some  hopes  of  overtaking  him,  and  were  now  come  on  purpose  to  inform 
him  that  there  were  just  now  tidings  from  Mount  Hope.  An  Indian  came  down 
from  thence  (where  Philip's  camp  now  was)  to  Sandy  Point,  over  against  Tripp's, 
and  halloed  and  made  signs  to  be  fetched  over.  And  being  fetched  over,  he  re- 
ported that  he  was  lied  from  Philip,  "  who,"  said  he,  '•  has  killed  my  brother  just 
before  I  came  away,  for  giving  some  advice  that  displeased  him."  Hubbard  s  tj  s 
that  it  was  for  advising  Philip  to  make  peace  witli  the  English.  He  said  he  fled 
for  fear  of  meeting  the  same  fate  his  brother  bjul  met  with.  He  told  them  also, 
tliat  Philip  was  now  in  Mount  Hope  Neck.  Captain  Church  thanked  them  lor 
their  good  news,  and  said  he  hoped  by  to-morrow  morning  to  have  the  rogue's 
head.  The  horses  that  he  and  his  company  canie  on,  standing  at  the  door  (for 
they  had  not  been  unsaddled),  his  wife  must  content  herself  with  a  short  visit 
•when  such  game  was  ahead.  They  immediately  mounted  and  set  spurs  to  their 
horses,  the  two  gentlemen  who  brought  the  tiilings  accompanying  them.  The}' 
were  soon  at  Tripp's  Ferrj' (with  Churcli's  entire  company)  where  the  deserter 
was.  He  was  a  lellow  of  good  sense  and  told  his  story  handsomely.  He  offered 
Captain  Church  to  pilot  him  to  Philip  and  to  help  to  kill  him,  that  he  might  re- 
venge his  Ijrother's  death.  Told  him  that  Philip  was  now  upon  a  little  spot  of 
upland,  that  was  in  the  south  end  of  the  miry  swamp,  just  at  the  foot  of  the 
Mount,  which  was  a  spot  of  ground  that  Captain  Church  was  well  acquainted 
with. 

By  the  time  they  were  over  the  ferry,  and  caine  near  the  ground,  half  the  night 
was  spent.  The  Captain  commands  a  halt,  and  bringing  the  company  together, 
he  asked  Major  Sanford's  and  Captain  Golding's  advice,  what  method  was  best  to 
take  in  making  the  onset,  but  they  declined  giving  him  any  advice,  telling  him 
that  his  great  experience  and  success  forbid  their  taking  upon  them  to  give  ad- 
vice. Then  Captain  Church  olTered  Captain  GoMing  the  lionor  (if  he  would  accept 
it)  to  beat  up  Pliilip's  headquarters.  He  accepted  the  olTer,  and  had  his  allotted 
number  drawn  out  to  him,  and  the  pilot.  Captain  Church's  instructions  to  him 
were  to  be  very  careful  in  his  approach  to  the  enemj-,  and  be  sure  not  to  show 
himself  until  by  daylight  they  might  see  and  discern  their  own  men  from  the 
enemy.  He  said  that  as  soon  as  the  enemy  discovered  them,  they  would  cry  out, 
and  that  was  the  word  for  his  men  to  fire  and  fall  on.  He  directed  him  that  when 
the  enemy  should  start  and  take  into  the  swamp,  they  should  pursue  witli  speed, 
every  man  shouting  and  making  what  noise  he  could,  for  he  would  give  orders 
for  his  ambuscade  to  tire  on  any  that  should  come  silentlj'. 

Captain  Church,  knowing  that  it  was  Philip's  custom  to  be  foremost  in  the 
flight,  went  down  to  the  swamp,  and  gave  Captain  Williams,  of  Seituate,  the  com- 
mand ot  the  right  wing  of  the  ambush,  and  placed  an  Englishman  and  an  Indian 
together  behind  such  shelter  of  trees,  etc.,  as  he  could  find,  and  took  care  to  place 
them  at  such  distance  that  none  might  passundiscovered  between  them  ;  chargert 
them  to  be  careful  of  themselves,  and  of  hurting  their  friends,  and  to  fire  at  any 
that  should  come  silently  through  the  swamp.  But  it  being  somewhat  farther 
through  the  swamp  than  he  was  awaie  of,  be  wanted  men  to  aiake  up  his  ambus- 
cade. 

Having  plaeed  what  men  he  had,  he  took  Major  Sanford  by  the  hand,  and  said, 
"  Sir,  I  have  so  placed  them  that  it  is  scarce  possible  Philip  should  escape  them." 
The  same  moment  a  shot  whistled  over  their  heads,  and  then  the  noise  of  a  gun 
towards  Philip's  camp.    Captain  Church,  at  flrst,  thought  it  might  be  some  gm\ 
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fired  by  accident,  but  before  he  could  speak,  a  whole  volley  followed,  which  was 
earlier  than  he  expected. 

One  of  Philip'sgang  going  forth, looked  round  him,  and  Captain  Golding  thought 
the  Indian  looked  right  at  him  (thougli  probably  it  was  but  his  conceit),  so  fired 
at  him  ;  and  ujion  his  firing,  the  whole  company  that  were  with  him  fired  upon 
the  enemy's  sheller,  before  thu  Indians  had  time  to  rise  from  their  sleep,  and  so 
overshot  them.  But  their  shelter  was  open  on  that  side  next  the  swamp,  built 
so  on  purpose  for  the  convenience  of  flight  on  occasion.  They  were  soon  in  the 
swamp,  and  Philip  the  foremost,  who,  starting  at  the  first  gun,  threw  his  petunk 
and  powder-horn  over  liis  head,  catched  up  his  gun  and  ran  as  fast  as  he  could 
scamper,  without  any  more  clothes  than  his  small  breeches  and  stockings,  and 
ran  directly  upon  two  of  Captain  Church's  ambush.  They  let  him  come  fair 
within  shot,  and  the  Englishman's  gun  missing  fire,  he  bid  the  Indian  fire  away, 
and  lie  did  so  to  the  purpose;  sent  one  musket  bullet  through  his  heart,  and 
another  not  above  two  Inches  from  it.  He  fell  upon  his  face  in  the  mud  and 
water,  with  his  gun  under  him. 

By  this  time  the  enemy  perceive<l  they  were  waylaid  on  the  east  side  of  the 
swamp  and  tacked  short  about.  One  of  the  enemy,  who  seemed  to  be  a  great, 
surly  old  fellow,  hallooed  with  a  loud  voice,  and  often  called  out:  "Jootash! 
Jootash!!"  Captain  Churcli  called  his  Indian,  Peter,  and  asked  him  who  that 
was  that  called  so?  He  answered  tliat  it  was  old  Annawon,  Philip's 'great  Cap- 
tain, calling  on  his  soldiers  to  stand  to  it  and  fight  stoutly.  Now,  the  enemy  find- 
ing that  place  of  the  swamp  which  was  not  ambushed,  many  of  them  made  their 
escape  iti  the  English  (racks. 

The  man  that  had  shot  down  Philip  ran  with  all  speed  to  Captain  Clmrch  and 
informed  him  of  his  exploit,  who  commanded  him  to  be  silent  about  it,  and  let 
no  man  know  more  until  they  had  driven  the  swamp  clear.  But  when  they  had 
driven  the  swamp  through,  and  found  the  enemy  had  escaped,  or  at  least  the 
most  of  them,  and  the  sun  now  up,  and  so  the  dew  gone  that  they  could  not  easily 
track  them,  the  whole  company  met  together  at  the  place  where  the  enemy's  night 
shelter  was,  and  then  Captain  Church  gave  them  the  news  of  Philip's  death,  upon 
which  the  whole  army  gave  three  loud  huzzas. 

Captain  Church  ordered  his  bodj'  to  be  pulled  out  of  the  mire  to  the  uplands. 
So  some  of  Captain  Church's  Indians  took  liold  of  him  by  his  stockings  and  some 
by  liis  small  bi-eeches,  (being  otherwise  naked,)  and  drew  him  tlirough  the  mud 
to  the  upland,  and  a  doleful,  great  naked  dirty  beast  he  looked  like.  Captain  Church 
then  said,  forasmuch  as  he  had  caused  many  an  Englishman's  body  to  be  unburied 
and  to  rot  above  ground,  that  not  one  of  his  bones  should  be  buried,  and  calling 
his  old  Indian  executioner,  bid  him  behead  and  quarter  him.  Accordingly  he 
came  with  his  hatchet  and  stood  over  him;  but  before  he  struck,  he  made  a  small 
speech,  directing  it  to  Philip,  which  was,  that  he  had  been  a  very  great  man,  and 
had  made  many  a  man  afraid  of  him ;  but  so  big  as  he  was,  he  would  now  chop 
him  in  pieces,  and  so  he  went  to  work  and  did  as  he  was  ordered. 

Philip  having  one  very  remarkable  hand,  being  much  scaired,  occasioned  by 
the  splitting  of  a  pistol  in  it  formerly.  Captain  Church  gave  that  hand  to  Alder- 
man, the  Indian  who  shot  him,  to  sliow  to  such  gentlemen  as  would  bestow  gra- 
tuities upon  him,  and  accordingly  he  got  many  a  penny  by  it. 

This  being  on  the  last  day  of  the  week,  the  Captain  with  his  company  returned 
to  the  island,  and  tarried  there  until  Tuesday;  and  then  went  olf  and  ranged 
through  all  the  woods  to  Plymouth,  and  received  their  premium;  which  was 
thirty  shillings  per  head,  for  the  enemies  which  they  had  killed  or  taken,  instead 
of  all  wages;  and  Philip's  head  went  at  the  same  price.  For  this  march  tliej-  re- 
ceived/oMr  shillings  and  sixpence  a  man,  which  was  all  the  reward  they  had,  except 
llie  honor  ot  killing  Philip. 

Ar.d  this  is  the  plain  and  simple  story,  as  told  by  Church  himself,  of  the  surprise 
and  death  of  Philip,  on  Saturday  morning,  August  12th,  1076,  O.  S.,  the  bi-centeu- 
uial  of  which  important  event  we  have  met  here  to-day  to  commemorate. 
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Thus  we  can  say  to-day  that  conteinporaneous  liistory  and  tradition,  the  latter 
very  direct  and  positive,  unite  in  fixing  tlie  spot  -vvliere  Pliilip  was  encamped, 
and  the  locality  of  wliere  ho  fell.    (Gamoyden.) 

One  of  Pliilip's  liands,  as  has  been  slated,  was  given  to  the  Indian  who  shot  him. 
The  other  arm  and  hand  were  sent  to  Boston.  Pliilip's  head  was  sent  to  Plymouth 
as  a  trophy,  wliere  it  was  stuck  up  on  a  pole. 

Twenty-four  years  after,  a  writer  of  tlie  time  says,  that  on  a  visit  to  Plymontli, 
he  saw  tlie  skull  of  Philip,  and  lifted  it  from  the  lower  jaw.  The  four  quarters  of 
his  body  were  i»laced  upon  four  trees  here  at  Mount  Hope  to  bleach  and  decay  by 
the  action  of  the  elements,  and  a  quarter  of  a  century  alter,  portions  of  these 
ghastly  remains  were  visible  to  shock  the  passer-by. 

It  is  sad  to  reflect  that  in  all  the  broad  acres  of  Mount  Hope,  the  home  of  Philip, 
and  that  of  his  ancestors,  for  we  know  not  how  many  centuries,  no  little  spot  of 
eartli— so  narrow  and  so  small— sliould  be  allotted  forliis  grave;  and  as  he  fell  by 
one  of  his  own  tribe,  so  also  another  was  his  execntinner.  And  this  miserable 
Indian,  not  satisfied  to  perforin  liis  work  in  silence,  must  gloat  over  his  butchery. 

The  cruel  sentence  passed  upon  Philip's  wife,  the  gentle  Wootomkamuske, 
and  her  bo}',  who  were  shipped  to  one  of  the  West  India  Islands  and  sold  into 
slavery,  is  in  sad  and  striking  contrast  with  Philip's  treatment  of  Mr.  Uowlund- 
son. 

Wherever  kindness  was  shown  it  was  reciprocated. 

Another  instance  is  that  of  the  Leonard  family.  Clark,  in  his  history  of  Xorton, 
says,  "It  is  well  known  tliat  Taunton  sulTored  less  than  almost  any  town  from 
the  Indians  during  Pliilip's  war,"  and  attributes  it  to  Philip's  friendship  for  the 
Leonard  family.  They  had  established  their  iron  works  in  a  portion  of  Taunton 
that  is  now  Uaynham,  and  from  them  Philip  had  receivcl  many  favors,  find  been 
on  terms  of  great  intimacy.  Baylies,  in  his  Memoir  of  Plymouth  Colony,  as 
quoted  by  Clark,  says :" In  his  (Philip's)  excursions,  he  had  made  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  Leonards.  They  repaired  his  guns  and  supplied  him  with  iron 
and  with  such  tools  as  are  most  prized  by  savages,  and  uniformly  treated  him 
with  kindness  and  attention.  He  had  become  more  attached  to  this  family  than 
to  any  of  the  English,  iind  he  gave  his  Indians,  at  the  commencement  oft  lie  war, 
the  strictest  orders  that  they  never  should  injure  a  Leonard.  Ashe  knew  that, 
in  a  general  attack  on  the  town,  this  favorite  family  might  be  exposed  to  dangers 
equal  to  tliose  of  the  other  inhabitants,  it  becomes,  therefore,  extremely  proba- 
ble that  his  attachment  to  the  Leonards  prevented  the  destruction  of  Taunton." 

Clark,  after  reciting  the  case  of  Hugh  Cole,  comments  as  follows,  (I  quote  from 
his  "  History  of  Norton,"  p.  55)  : 

"  In  these  instances  we  have  exemplified  one  of  the  noblest  traits  of  character 
belonging  to  civilized  life,  which  clearly  indicates  that  Philip  was  not  so  terrible 
a  monster  as  many  supposed  he  was.  In  fact,  we  do  not  believe  he  was;  but  we 
regard  him  as  one  of  the  most  pati-iotic  and  truly  noble  men  that  ever  lived  in 
any  country.  Had  he  been  an  Englishman,  and  manifested  the  same  firm  resolve 
and  unfaltering  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  countiy,  he  would  have  been 
raised  almost  to  the  rank  of  a  demi-god." 

Hear  Philip's  catalogue  of  wrongs,  as  told  to  John  Borden,  of  Portsmouth,  (and 
I  quote,  Mr.  President,  from  your  own  history,)  who,  being  on  intimate,  friendly 
terms  with  Philip,  visited  him  at  Mount  Hope,  when  the  war  was  about  to  com- 
mence, and  attempted  to  dissuade  liim  from  it  bj-  urging  the  reciprocal  benefits 
that  would  result  from  peace  :  "  The  p:nglish  who  came  first  to  this  country  were 
but  a  handful  of  people,  forlorn,  poor  and  distressed.  My  father  was  then 
Sachem.  He  relieved  their  distresses  in  the  most  kind  and  hospitable  manner. 
He  gave  them  land  to  build  and  plant  upon.  He  did  all  in  his  power  to  serve 
them.  Others  of  their  own  countrymen  came  and  joined  them.  Their  numbers 
rapidly  increased.  My  father's  counsellors  became  uneasy  and  alarmed,  lest,  as 
they  were  possessed  of  firearms,which  was  not  the  case  with  the  Indians,  they 
should  finally  undertake  to  give  law  to  the  Indians,  and  take  from  them  their 
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country.  Tliey  therefore  advised  him  to  destroy  them  before  they  should  become 
too  strong  iind  it  sliould  be  too  late.  My  father  was  also  the  futlier  of  tlie  Englisli. 
He  represented  to  liis  counsellors  and  warriors  that  the  Englisli  knew  many 
sciences  wliicli  tlie  liiiliiins  did  not;  tlial  they  improved  and  cultivated  theearth, 
and  raised  cattle  and  fruits,  and  that  tliere  was  sufficient  room  in  the  country  for 
both  the  English  and  the  Indians.  His  advice  prevailed.  It  was  conchnled  to 
give  victuals  to  the  English.  Tbej-  flourisl)ed  and  increased.  Experience  taught 
that  tlie  advice  of  my  father's  counsellors  was  right.  By  various  means  Ihey  got 
possessed  of  a  great  part  of  his  territory.  But  lie  still  remained  their  friend  tiU 
lie  died.  My  elder  brother  became  Sachem.  They  pi-etended  to  suspect  him  of 
evil  designs  ag.iinst  tliera.  He  was  seized  and  confined,  and  thereby  tlirown  into 
sickness  and  died.  Soon  after  I  became  Sachem  they  disarmed  all  my  people. 
They  tiled  my  people  by  their  own  laws,  and  assessed  damages  against  tliem 
■which  they  could  not  pay.  Their  lands  were  taken.  At  length  a  line  of  division 
\yas  agreed  upon  between  the  English  and  my  peoiDle,  and  I  myself  was  to  be  re- 
sponsible. Sometimes  the  cattle  of  the  English  would  come  into  the  cornfields 
of  my  i>eople,  for  they  did  not  make  fences  like  the  English.  I  must  then  be 
seized  and  confined  till  I  sold  another  tract  of  my  country  for  satisfaction  of  all 
damages  and  costs.  Thus  tract  after  tract  is  gone.  But  a  small  part  of  the 
domihion  of  my  ancestors  remains.  1  am  determined  not  to  live  until  I  have  no 
country." 

You  well  add,  Sir,  in  comment:  "This  is  the  preamble  to  a  declaration  of  war, 
more  striking  trom  its  origin  and  more  true  in  its  statements,  than  any  with 
wliicli  we  are  acquainted.  It  is  the  mournful  summary  of  acctimnlated  wrongs 
that  cry  aloud  for  battle;  not  for  revenge  alone,  but  for  the  verj-  existence  of  the 
oppressed.  It  is  the  sad  note  of  preparation,  sounded  bj'  a  royal  leader,  that 
summons  to  their  last  conflict  the  aboriginal  lords  of  New  England.  It  is  the 
death  song  of  Metacomet,  chanted  on  the  site  of  his  ancestral  home,  before 
plunging  into  the  fatal  strife  that  was  to  end  only  with  his  life,  and  to  seal  forever 
the  fortunes  of  his  race." 

AVhile  Mr.  Miller  was  engaged  in  reading  the  above,  he  pointed  out, 
from  time  to  time,  the  localities  of  these  incidents  spoken  of  in  his  nai*ra- 
tive,  upon  the  ground  adjacent  to  that  where  tlie  company  were  assem- 
bled, thus  giving  a  peculiar  vividness  to  his  descriptions. 

The  President. — It  is  fitting  th.it  an  occasion  like  this  should  have  the 
recognition  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State.  I  therefore  call  upon 
His  Excellency  Governor  Lippitt  to  address  j'ou. 

KEAIAKKS   OF    GOVERNOR   LIPPITT. 

Ladien  and  Gentlemen  :—l  am  not  about  to  weary  you  with  any  extended  remarks 
on  the  subject  which  has  been  so  happily  handled  by  my  friend  who  has  just  pre- 
ceded me.  He  has  told  us  the  simple  tale  of  King  Philip's  life,  from  the  earliest 
that  is  known  of  him  to  the  day  of  bis  death.  His  remarks  have  been  very  inter- 
esting, and  the  particulars  to  which  he  has  referred  must  necessarily  excite  the 
interest  of  every  American  citizen,  certainly  of  every  New  Englander.  But, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  what  has  brought  this  distinguished  company  here  to-day 
to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  this  m;in,  savage  as  hj  was,  who  fell  here  two  hun- 
dred  years  ago?  Is  it  not  the  sentiment,  implanted  in  every  heart,  of  admiration 
of  heroism  and  patriotism,— of  the  willingness  to  die  for  one's  country?  That,  in 
my  oiiinion,  is  the  sentiment  prevailing  here  to-day.  That  is  the  cause  which 
has  placed  I'hilip  so  high  in  tlie  scale  of  greatness,  aa  we  are  accustomed  to  place 
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liini.  Wc  must  remfmbor  that  the  story  of  this  man's  life  has  boon  told  to  us  by 
Ills  bitterest  foes.  He  liad  no  liistorian,  no  poet  of  his  own  kind  or  kin  to  tell  the 
simple  story  of  his  life,  his  wrongs,  his  trials  and  siifl'erings,  and  we  are  indebted 
for  what  we  know  of  hiiu  to  the  men  who  were  flgliting  him  and  hunting  him  like 
a  wild  beast  tlirough  the  forest. 

Let  nie  call  your  attention  for  a  few  monr.ents  to  what  might  ])0ssib]y  have  been 
King  Philip's  feeling  wlien  ho  commenced  the  war  which  i:^  known  by  his  name 
iji  the  history  of  the  colonies.  In  IGi),  when  the  Tilgrims  hinded  at  Plymouth, 
they  found  Massasoit  here,  King  of  the  Wampanoags,  Philip's  fatlier.  They  imme- 
diately made  elforts  to  conciliate  him,  and  they  found  to  their  surprise  that  this 
savage  chieftain,  Massasoit,  proved  to  be  a  warm  and  fast  friend  of  the  English. 
In  that  bitter  winter  of  16-20-21,  when  tlie  whole  colony  came  very  near  starving 
to  death,  and  were  bnt  chihlren  in  the  hands  of  tliis  Massasoit,  he  kept  his  Indi- 
ans away  from  them  anc'-  preserved  the  whole  colony  by  his  good  will  and  work.s 
towards  the  Englisli.  As  I  sai<l  last  June,  if  Massasoit  had  been  ditferent  from 
what  he  was,  some  of  us  would  not  be  here  to-daj',  and  somebody,  iierhaps,  we 
don't  know  who,  would  be  celebrating  the  "  Pilgrim  Martyrs"  and  not  the  "Pil- 
grim Fathers."  Now  I  say,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  are  bound  to  give  this  man 
the  credit  of  having  a  noble  nature,  of  having  a  generous  soul  within  him.  He 
helped  the  English  through  the  whole  of  that  terrible  winter,  and  for  forty  year's 
thereafter,  to  tlie  death  of  his  father,  he  was  always  the  firm  friend  of  the  English. 
And  when  he  was  approaching  his  end,  the  English  were  very  much  disturbed 
and  they  sent  physicians  to  him  to  try  to  prolong  his  life,  so  imiiortant  did  they 
consider  his  etforts  in  their  behalf  to  be.  Upon  his  death,  Alexander,  Philip's 
elder  brother,  comes  to  the  throne;  rumors  of  war  were  gathering  thick,  and  it 
was  well  understood  by  both  parties  that  it  was  to  be  a  war  to  tlie  death,  and  that 
one  part}^  must  go  down.  Of  course  there  had  not  been  any  doubt  that  the  Indi- 
ans would  be  the  falling  party  when  it  came  to  the  last  struggle.  Alexander  was 
surrounded,  taken  prisoner,  his  weapons  taken  away,  and  he  was  carried  to  Taun- 
ton  and  placed  in  jail,  and  subjected  to  so  many  insults  that  his  proud  spirit  was 
broken,  and  his  Ibllowers  begged  thatthey  might  take  him  home,  in  order  to  save 
his  life.  That  story  of  Alexander  is  one  of  the  most  pitiable  of  all  the  incidents 
of  savag(!  history  of  which  I  have  ever  heard  or  read ;  that  the  man  should  have 
such  a  proud  spirit,  that  it  should  be  broken,  and  that  he  should  die  fronx  the 
mere  indignities  that  he  suffered !  It  shows  that  he  was  a  royal  man  in  his  whole 
disposition  and  character.  They  brought  him  along  towards  his  home  in  a  canoe, 
and  wlien  a  little  waj^s  up  the  river  here,  they  found  he  was  dying,  and  there  his 
wife  held  the  <lying  warrior's  head  as  he  breathed  his  last,  she  swearing  over  her 
dead  husband  eternal  enmity  to  the  English  race.  Philip's  wife  was  sister  tothis 
woman,  and  of  course  there  was  little  trouble  in  Philip's  bringing  her  warriors 
in  with  his,  and  in  fact  all  who  lived  on  tli.it  side  of  the  bay.  lUit  the  Xarragan- 
setts,  a  powerful  tribe  of  IS'ew  England,  more  powerful  than  all  the  rest  put  to- 
gether, had  been  the  deadly  enemies  of  the  \Vami)anoag3.  They  had  for  genera- 
tions been  flghling  each  other,  and  iiated  each  other  with  all  the  savage  ferocity 
of  their  nature.  Now  what  do  you  think  of  the  ability  of  this  man,  who  had  the 
address  so  to  manage  his  diplomacy  as  to  bring  all  these  tribes  in  with  him  and 
unite  them  in  one  grand  array  against  the  P^nglish?  It  was  the  superior  ability 
of  this  man,  Philip,  that  did  it,  and  for  that  he  was  afterwards  respected  and 
looked  up  to  as  leader  all  through  the  war.  He  not  only  fought  here  on  this 
little  peninsular,  but  carried  the  war  through  the  settlements  of  Massachusetts 
and  up  into  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,— so  that  all  New  England  was  in  ablaze 
of  war  from  the  action  of  this  one  man. 

Now  what  did  he  fight  lor?  Hadn't  he  aright  to  fight?  Would  any  of  us  have  had 
him  do  ditferently  ?  That  he  must  fail  every  one  felt  assure  J.  And  we  know  that 
he  did  fail;  and  of  course  we  thank  God  that  he  did.  But  he  had  a  perfect  right 
to  defend  his  home,  his  wife  and  children.  That  is  all  that  he  did  do.  He  was 
here  before  the  English  were  here.    It  had  come  to  a  point  where  either  his  race 
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or  the  English  must  succumb,  and  he  naturally  said,  as  all  of  ns  would  liave  said, 
tliat  his  peoiile  had  a  right  to  sustain  themselves  where  God  had  planted  them; 
that  thej'  had  a  right  to  figlit  for  their  land,  their  liberty,  and  everythingthatthey 
loved.  It  is  th'it  sentiment  which  is  iraplanti'd  in  human  nature,  tlie  presence  of 
which  maices  men  heroes,  and  without  which  we  sliould  all  be  dull  cloils.  1  heard 
a  gentleman  saj-  this  morning  upon  the  hill  above  us,  after  we  had  planted  the 
tree,  "No  wonder  that  Philip  fought  for  such  a  glorious  place.  He  would  have 
beeu  less  than  human  if  he  had  not  fought  for  it." 

Kow  I  am  not  going  to  detain  you  with  any  of  the  particulars  of  tlie  events  that 
happened  here  in  those  days.  They  are  very  familiar  to  most  of  us  who  have 
taken  the  pains  to  read  them,  and  thej'  certainly  form  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing chapters  of  American  history.  But  they  have  gone  by,  and  the  Indians  are 
being  crowded  and  driven  westward  to  the  setting  sun.  The  last  struggle  is  per- 
haps now  going  on  between  one  of  the  most  powerful  tribes  of  our  western 
country  and  the  white  race,  and  witliin  a  few  years  the  red  man  will  be  practi- 
cally wiped  out.  We  cannot  help  it.  There  is  no  use  in  wailing  about  it,  because 
it  is  one  of  the  things  that  are  inevitable.  It  has  been  proven  many  times  that 
the  two  races  cannot  live  togethei-.  As  I  said  when  I  began,  the  feeling  that 
ought  to  pervade  us  is  that  of  admiration  for  lieroism  even  in  our  enemies. 
What  makes  the  schoolboy  i-ead  the  storj'  of  Leonidas,  and  his  three  hundred  at 
Thermopylse,  with  so  much  interest?  What  causes  us  to  weep  over  the  liistoi-y  of 
William  Tell,  of  Switzerland,  or  that  of  Wallace  or  Bruce?  It  is  our  admiration 
cf  that  noble  principle  of  manhood  which  impelled  them  to  say,  "We  will  pre- 
serve our  country  or  die  in  attempting  to  preserve  her."  That  is  what  Philip 
said  he  would  do,  and  that  is  what  he  did. 

At  the  close  of  Governor  Lippitt's  address,  at  the  call  of  President 
Arnold,  remarks  were  made  by  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Crocker,  of  Taunton, 
Mass. ;  Rev.  Charles  H.  Brigham,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  ;  Horatio  Gates 
Jones,  Esq  ,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Right  Rev.  Mark  Anthony  D' Wolf  Howe, 
Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Central  Pennsylvania,  all  of  whom 
spoke  discriminatingly  of  the  red  men  of  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  dep- 
recated the  policy  that  had  been  pursued  towards  them.  Mr.  W.  D.  King, 
of  Newport,  read  an  interesting  letter,  dated  Gth  to  12th  August,  (old 
style),  1G7C,  written  by  William  Harris  to  a  gentleman  iu  London,  giving 
a  sad  account  of  the  condition  of  the  colonists  in  New  England  during 
the  Indian  war  which  was  then  ravaging  the  country.  Hon.  Amos  Perry 
read  a  letter  from  Hon.  Zachariah  Allen,  First  Vice  President  of  the  His- 
torical Society,  Avho  was  unavoidably  detained  from  the  commemoration. 
This  terminated  the  exercises  on  the  ground,  and  the  party  separated  for 
their  respective  homes,  highly  gratified  with  the  entertainments  of  the 
day.  On  board  the  Bradford  Durfee,  the  narty  returning  to  Providence, 
organized  a  meeting  in  which  the  character  and  conduct  of  King  Philip, 
and  various  Indian  traditions,  were  freely  and  pleasantly  discussed  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Alexis  Caswell,  Hon.  Amos  Perry,  J.  Erastus  Lester,  Esq.,  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Brigham,  and  the  Librarian  of  this  Society.     An  extract  from 
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the  pen  of  the  hite  venerable  John  Ilowlantl,  in  the  following  words,  was 
read  : 

"  The  character  of  Philip  and  the  canse  in  which  he  contended,  are 
viewed  in  a  different  light  at  this  time  from  what  they  were  by  those  who 
snflered  in  the  war  which  desolated  so  many  of  their  settlements ;  and 
although  it  does  not  accord  with  my  views  and  feelings  to  render  honor  to 
any  man  for  possessing  a  warlike  spirit,  or  for  his  military  attainments, 
yet  I  would  hope  that  the  present  generation  may  not  pass  away  before  a 
monument  shall  be  ei-ected  to  the  memory  of  King  Philip,  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Rhode  Island,  on  the  very  spot  where  he  sui-rendered  his  country 
with  his  life,  by  the  stroke  of  one  of  his  traitorous  subjects." 

A  passage  was  also  cited  from  a  Bi-Centenuial  Address  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  burning  of  Simsbury,  Conn.,  delivered  in  that  town  in  March 
last,  by  Lucius  I.  Barber,  M.  D.,  showing  the  author's  estimate  of  the 
Wampauoag  king.     He  says  : 

"  Such  was  the  career,  and  such  the  end  of  Philip.  He  fought  in  de- 
fence of  the  rights  of  the  red  man.  He  fought  against  the  usurpations  of 
the  white  man,  whom  his  father  had  welcomed  and  cherished  as  a  friend. 
He  fought  for  libert}^  The  same  spirit  which  warmed  the  hearts  of  Hamp- 
den and  Sidney  actuated  him.  Philip  acted  in  1675  what,  a  century  later, 
Chatham,  in  the  British  parliament,  uttered:  'If  I  were  an  American,  as 
I  am  an  Englishman,  while  a  foreign  troop  was  landed  in  my  countiy,  I 
would  never  lay  down  my  arms,— never !  never!  never!'  And  what  Pat- 
rick Henrj-  uttered  and  acted  when  he  exclaimed  in  the  Virginia  House  of 
Bui-gesses  :  '  Give  me  liberty,  or  give  me  death? ' 

Tradition  and  history,  so  called,  hand  him  down  to  us  a  monster,  a 
savage  flend ;  but  the  facts  and  the  deeds,  which  make  up  that  tradiliou  and 
that  history,  hand  him  down  to  us  a  hero ;  and  such  would  be  his  portrait, 
drawn  by  the  pencil  of  an  Indian  artist,  dipped  in  the  colors  of  truth.  He 
who  wept  at  the  shedding  of  the  white  man's  blood  was  not  a  monster. 
We  can  afford  to  be  just  to  his  memory." 

OLD   AND   NEW   STYLE. 

The  selection,  by  our  Committee  of  Arrangements,  of  August  24th, 
187G,  as  corresponding  with  August  12th,  167C,  as  the  day  on  which  to 
commemorate  the  death  of  King  Philip,  having  been  criticised  by  a  con- 
tributor to  the  proceedings  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  for  Octo- 
ber 21,  1876,  as  a  "  most  curious  blunder,"  and  the  attention  of  the  Hon. 
"William  J.  Miller,  one  of  the  Committee,  having  been  drawn  to  the  sub- 
ject, he  has  justified  the  selection  of  August  24th  by  the  following  state- 
ment: 
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"  There  is  uot  a  doubt  but  that  we  were  correct  in  the  date  (August 
24th)  of  our  couimenioratiou  of  '  Philip's'  death.  When  the  change  was 
made  from  tlie  Julian  j'ear  by  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  in  1582,  he  ordered  Octo- 
ber 5th  to  be  called  the  15th,  adding  ten  days.  When  the  Gregorian  year 
was  adopted  by  act  of  parliament  in  Great  Britain,  in  September,  1752, 
the  3d  of  the  mouth  was  called  the  14th,  adding  eleven  days, — one  day 
added  for  the  one  hundred  and  seventy  years  intervening  between  1582  and 
1752.  Since  its  adoption  by  Great  Britain  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
years  have  elapsed,  and  therefore  another  day  should  be  added  In  the 
year  2000  another  day  must  be  added,  and  that  is  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  years  away.  You  know  how  we  gain  this  time.  Our  year  is 
three  hundred  and  sixty-flve  days  and  six  hours  in  length,  about  eleven 
minutes  too  much  as  compared  with  the  solar  year.  By  this  we  gain  tliree 
days  in  every  four  hundred  years.  As  I  said  in  the  beginning,  there  is  no 
doubt  about  the  correctuess  of  our  position." 

The  following  beautiful  and  appropriate  poem,  from  an  anonymous 
source,  was  written  for  the  occasion,  but  did  not  reach  the  Committee  of 
Arraugements  in  season  to  be  presented  and  read  "  amidst  the  scenes  and 
associations  it  describes."  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  name  of  the  fair 
author  cannot  be  given  : 

KING   PHILIP. 

On  Pokanoket's  height 
All  life  is  hushed  beneath  the  summer  heat ; 
No  human  step  is  heard  from  morn  to  night. 

And  echo  can  repeat 
Naught  but  the  lonely  tish-hawk's  piercing  screams, 

As  swooping  downward  to  the  placid  bay, 
To  touch  the  water's  breast  he  scarcely  seems, 

Then  slow  flies  homeward  with  his  struggling  prey, 
Where  mate  and  clamorous  j'oung  hang  eager  o'er 
Their  nest  upon  the  blasted  sycamore. 

Yon  little  grove  of  trees 

Waves  soundless  in  the  breeze 

That  wanders  down  the  slope ; 
Hushed  by  the  countless  memories 
Which  cluster  round  thy  crest,  renowned  Mouut  Hope. 

How  fair  the  scene ! 
The  city's  gleaming  spires,  the  clustering  towus, 
The  modest  villages,  half  hid  in  green, 

Soft  hills  and  grassy  downs ; 
The  dark-blue  waters  of  Narragansett  Bay, 
Flecked  with  the  snow-flakes  of  an  hundred  sail, 
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And  southward,  in  the  distance,  cold  and  grey, 
Newport  lies  sleepinj;  in  her  foggj-  veil. 

Be3ond  the  eastern  waves, 

"Where  Taunton  river  laves 

The  harbor's  sandy  edges, 
Queen  of  a  thousand  iron  slaves. 
Fall  Kiver  nestles  in  her  granite  ledges. 

But  not  to  look  on  these — 
Not  for  the  azure  lustres  of  the  bay, 
Not  for  the  beauty  of  the  waving  trees. 

We  gather  here  to-day. 
Two  centuries  have  strengthened  our  weak  sight. 

And  showed  us  virtues  where  we  saw  but  crimes; 
Two  centuries  have  thrown  a  clearer  light 
On  the  dark  secrets  of  those  troubled  times. 
Once  blinded,  now  we  see. 
And  to  one  memory 
A  tribute  late  we  bring. 
And  plant  this  poor  memorial  tree 
To  Metaconiet,  warrior,  sachem,  king. 

When  hei-e  King  Philip  stood, 
Or  rested  in  the  niche  we  call  his  throne. 
He  looked  o'er  hill  and  vale  and  swelling  flood, 

Which  once  were  all  his  own. 
Before  the  white  man's  footstep,  day  by  day. 

As  the  sea-tides  encroach  upon  the  sand, 
He  saw  his  proud  possessions  melt  away. 
And  found  himself  a  king  without  a  laud. 

Constrained  bj^  unknown  laws, 

Judged  guilty  without  cause, 

iMaddened  by  treachery. 
What  wonder  that  his  tortured  spirit  rose. 

And  turned  upon  his  foes, 
And  told  his  wrongs  in  Avords  that  still  we  see 
Recorded  on  the  page  of  history  : — 

"The  English,  when  they  came, 
Were  but  a  handful,  poor,  distressed,  forlorn ; 
My  fother,  who  was  Sachem,  gave  them  corn ; 

To  serve  them  was  his  aim. 
He  gave  them  lands  to  build  upon,  and  plant. 
Hospitable  and  kind,  relieved  each  want. 
As  others  came  across  the  seas. 
He  watched  their  feeble  strength  increase. 
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"  My  father's  counsellors  were  wise  and  old; 

They  saw  the  power  the  deadly  firearm  gave ; 
They  saw  the  whites  grow  proud,  and  uncontrolled, 

And  dreaded  lest  the  Indian  be  their  slave. 
As  3'et  their  numbers  were  not  great ; 
They  said,  destroy  them,  ere  it  be  too  late. 
But  to  my  ftither's  mood, 
Their  counsel  seemed  not  good ; 
Gently  he  answered  them  : 
'  My  country  has,  in  vale,  and  hill,  and  wood. 
Room  for  both  Indians  and  for  Englishmen.' 

"  His  words  prevailed,  although  with  ruin  fraught, 

And  so  he  gave  the  English  room,  and  food ; 
But  as  they  flourished,  soon  experience  taught 

The  wise  men's  words  were  good. 
By  various  means,  I  know  not  how,  each  day 
Some  part  of  our  domain  was  taken  away ; 
But  still  my  father  could  not  see  the  end. 
And  till  he  died,  remained  the  white  man's  friend. 

"My  elder  brother,  next, 
Wamsutta,  was  the  Sachem  of  our  race, 

And  on  some  false  pretext. 
Made  captive  even  in  his  dwelling  place. 

With  pistols  at  his  breast. 

Dragged  rudely  from  his  rest 
A  prisoner,  with  a  soldier  on  each  side, 
Fatigued,  enraged,  sore  Avouuded  in  his  pride, 

What  wonder  that  he  died? 

"  Now,  the  last  Sachem  of  our  tribe,  I  see 

Our  strength  and  power  decay. 
My  people  tried  by  laws  they  did  not  make. 
And  forced  to  see  the  cruel  white  man  take 
Their  lands  for  damages  they  cannot  paj-. 
Whose  ever  herds  transgress  the  boundary  line, 

I  rudely  am  confined  and  forced  to  sell 
Tract  after  tract,  to  pay  an  unjust  fine. 
Nought  but  the  whole,  the  white  man's  greed  can  quell ; 
But  a  small  part  remains  to  give 

Of  the  dominions  of  my  father's  race, 
I  am  determided  not  to  live 
Until  I  have  no  country  and  no  place." 
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Such  were  King  Philip's  wrougs, 
Told  by  himself  to  oue  who  plead  for  peace ; 
To  the  ungrateful  white  man's  treacheries 

Surely  all  blame  belougs. 

Then  swelled  the  death-song  of  Pometacom, 
Upon  the  site  of  his  ancestral  home, 
Before  he  plunged  into  the  fatal  strife, 
Which  ended  only  with  his  life  : 

Then  the  war-cry  rang  out. 
With  shriek,  and  yell,  and  hideous  battle  shout. 
The  silent  arrow  hurtled  through  the  air, 

In  every  copse  there  lurked  a  secret  foe ; 
From  hill  and  valley,  rose  the  smoky  glare 
Which  told  of  peaceful  villages  laid  low. 
The  mother  clasped  her  babes  in  mute  afl'right, 
And  dreaded,  lest  before  the  coming  night. 
There  might  be  seen,  where  uow  her  dwelling  stood, 
But  dying  coals  and  embers  quenched  iu  blood. 

How  many  mourned  the  dead? 

The  tale  has  oft  been  read 

In  stories  and  in  songs, 
How  raged  the  conflict  fierce  and  dread ; 
How  the  roused  Indians  avenged  their  wrongs. 

O'er  hill  and  plain. 
The  years  rolled  on,  amid  the  cruel  strife; 
One  fought  their  aucient  heritage  to  gain 

One  fought  for  life. 
At  first  the  Indians  triumphed;  but  at  last 

The  tide  of  battle  turned ;  the  skill  and  strength 
And  numbers  of  the  whites  increased  so  fast 

The  red  men  fell  before  them,  till  at  length 
Pometacom,  subdued  but  undismayed. 

Saw  wife  and  son  consigned  to  slavery; 
Saw  the  brave  chiefs  who  rallied  to  his  aid, 

Some  lifeless  fall,  some  lost  by  treachery ; 
Canouchet,  captured,  vilely  tortured,  burned; 
(Such  savage  treatment,  Indians  would  have  spurned  :) 
Awashonks,  queen  of  fair  Seaconnet's  shore, 
False  to  her  race,  was  his  ally  no  moi'e ; 
And  one  true  woman,  ever  at  his  side, 
With  grief  enraged,  Wamsutta's  widowed  bride. 
Found  dead  beside  the  river  fiow. 

Was  it  a  broken  heart  that  laid  thee  low, 
Pocasset's  warrior  queen,  unhappy  Weetamoe? 
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Ncarei"  and  nearer  came 
The  fatal  end ;  they  weaker  grew  each  daj'. 
Despair,  disease,  starvation  made  their  prey 

Upon  each  feeble  frame ; 
And  white  men  saw  with  hearts  exulting  high, 
The  haughty  race  of  "VVampanoags  fly 
Before  their  gathering  force,  from  swamp  to  fen ; 
Hunted  like  some  wild  beast,  from  den  to  den; 
The  last  weak  remnant  of  the  pi'ond  red  men. 
At  last,  in  yonder  swamp  that  skirts  this  hill, 
Betrayed,  despairing,  but  undaunted  still, 
Circled  by  stealth,  with  hostile  bands, 
King  Philip  fell  by  traitor  hands. 

Shot  through  the  very  heart. 
He  looked  to\va''ds  his  ancestral  throne, 
His  fair  Mount  Hope,  no  more  his  own, 
From  which  he  must  depart. 
His  spirit  fled  to  seek  some  happier  place. 
The  last  great  Sachem  of  the  Wampanoag  race. 

And  lies  he  here? 
Is  this  tree  planted  o'er  the  chieftain's  breast? 

Did  they,  on  leafy  I)ier, 
Bear  their  dead  foeman  to  his  peaceful  rest? 
No!  base  insult  and  injury 

Were  lavished  freely  on  him  then ; 
While  Indians  stood  aghast,  to  see 

The  tender  mercies  of  the  Englishmen. 
Of  all  the  boundless  lands  he  gave. 
They  could  not  spare  him  even  a  shallow  grave. 
His  remnants  from  four  neighboring  trees  hung  down. 

And  severed  head  and  hands,  oh !  shameful  story  ! 
Sent  to  far  Plymouth,  and  to  "  Boston  towne," 

As  trophies  to  display  the  conqueror's  glory. 
AVe  know  not  where  on  earth  his  bones  may  be. 

But  plant  upon  Mount  Hope  King  Philip's  tree. 
And  give  this  tribute  to  his  memory  : — 

A  chieftain,  politic  and  wise, 

A  faithful  friend  in  time  of  peace, 
An  enemy  without  disguise. 

Too  proud  to  yield  to  injuries; 
A  leader,  daring  in  the  strife, 

Loving  his  country  more  than  life, 
A  conqueror,  kind  to  gentleness. 

As  all  his  captive  foes  confess ; 
Humane  in  battle  as  in  peace, — oh !  where 
Is  there  a  king  could  better  record  bear? 
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And  so,  to-day,  a  little  band, 

Ou  Pokauokct's  height  we  stand, 
And  look  back  o'er  the  page  of  histoiy, 

On  prond  Pometacom. 
Perchance  his  spirit  hovers  nigh, 
Come  from  the  "  happy  hunting  grounds  "  to  view 
What  more  the  Avhite  niitn's  hand  can  do 

To  desecrate  his  home 
Shade  of  King  Philip  !  to  thy  bitter  wrongs, 
This  tribute  of  a  late  regret  belongs. 
No  marble  stone,  or  monument,  bring  we, 
Nor  polished  shaft  of  granite ;  but,  to  thee, 
Son  of  the  forest,  plant  this  forest-tree ; 
Long  may  its  life  perpetuate  thy  name, 
Green  as  thy  memory,  deathless  as  thy  fame. 

THE   SWAMP   FIGHT   IN   SOUTH   KLNGSTOWN. 

Ou  the  19th  of  December,  1675,  a  bloody  battle  known  as  "  The  Swamp 
Fight,"  took  place  in  South  Kingstown,  between  the  Narragausett  Indians 
aud  the  Massachusetts,  Plymouth  and  Connecticut  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Josiah  Winslow.  The  scene  of  action  was  in  the  centre 
of  an  extensive  swamp  on  the  fiirm  now  owned  by  J.  G  Clarke,  Esq.,  and 
which  has  been  in  the  family  for  more  than  a  hundred  years.  A  portion 
of  Mr.  Clarke's  mansion  was  the  dwelling  built  by  the  original  settler 
about  two  hundred  years  ago.  The  swamp  is  about  two  miles  west  of  the 
Kingston  depot.  The  dry  ground  upon  which  the  Indian  encampment 
was  palisaded,  covei's  about  five  or  six  acres,  and  rises  three  or  four  feet 
above  the  water  which  usually  surrounds  it.  The  entrance  to  the  fort  was 
near  the  southwest  corner,  and  there  the  fiercest  part  of  the  battle  occurred. 
The  battle  raged  for  three  hours,  and  terminated  in  the  burning  of  six 
hundred  wigwams,  in  aud  around  which  three  hundred  old  men,  women 
aud  children  perished.  Against  the  inhumanity  of  this  act.  Captain  Ben- 
jamin Church,  though  bleeding  from  severe  wounds,  protested.  This  drew 
upon  him  the  ire  of  a  surgeon  present,  who  told  him  that  if  he  gave  such 
advice  as  that  was  he  should  bleed  to  death  like  a  dog,  before  they  would 
endeavor  to  staunch  his  blood. 

The  loss  of  the  Narragansetts  in  this  battle  was  not  less  than  one  thou- 
sand, aud  that  of  the  English  has  been  set  down  at  two  hundred  to  four 
hundred.  The  Indians  had  laid  in  a  large  store  of  corn  for  their  winter 
consumption,  which  the  fire  destroyed,  and  great  sufl'ering  for  want  of 
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food  followed.  It  was  a  militar}'  mistake  ou  the  part  of  the  English,  who 
were  short  of  provisions,  and  in  this  wanton  destruction  cut  themselves 
off  from  supplies  which,  according  to  Captain  Church,  would  have  been 
sufticient  to  supply  the  whole  army  until  the  spring  of  the  year.  The 
night  following  the  fight  a  severe  snow  storm  set  in,  the  cold  became  in- 
tense, and  many  wounded  soldiers  died  for  want  of  shelter  and  food. 

The  memories  that  gather  around  this  spot,  well  chosen  for  seclusion  or 
for  defence,  will  make  it  ever  attractive  to  the  readers  of  Rhode  Island 
history,  and  on  the  2d  of  last  September,  a  goodly  company  of  members 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  with  others  made  an  excursion  to 
the  locality  for  the  purpose  of  exploration  and  studying  its  topography. 
The  day,  though  forbidding  early  in  the  morning,  proved  to  be  all  that 
could  be  desired.  The  company  met  with  a  cordial  reception  from  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clarke,  and  were  at  once  conveyed  to  the  gi'ound.  The  long- 
coutiuued  dry  weather  had  dried  up  the  swamp  more  than  had  been  known 
for  several  years,  and  enabled  the  party  to  reach  the  objective  point  with 
entire  ease.  Mr.  Clarke  caused  several  furrows  to  be  ploughed  in  different 
places,  and  the  party  was  soon  diligently  engaged  in  searching  for  mementos 
of  two  centuries  gone  by.  Their  labors  were  rewarded  by  a  few  arrow 
heads  and  remnants  of  the  conflagration  in  the  form  of  charred  wood.  An 
impromptu  picnic  followed  in  a  cool  and  romantic  grove  near  by,  where 
an  hour  or  more  was  spent  in  appeasing  sharp  appetites,  and  in  listening 
to  unstudied  remarks  from  Rev.  E.  E.  Hale,  Gen.  Nelson  Viall,  J.  G. 
Parkhurst,  Esq.,  and  the  Librarian.  It  seemed  to  be  the  general  convic- 
tion that  the  Narragansetts  were  a  noble  race,  and  deserved  better  treat- 
ment than  they  received  at  the  hands  of  the  English.  Captain  Church  was 
spoken  of  in  terms  of  respect.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr. 
and  ]Mrs.  Clarke  for  their  thoughtful  hospitality,  and  the  party  turned 
homeward,  feeling  that  a  delightful  day  had  been  passed. 


Note. -In  preparing  the  foregoing  commemorative  notices  of  King  Philip,  free 
use  has  been  mailc  of  the  full  and  accurate  report  printed  in  the  Providence 
Journal. 
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OrU   PAMPHLETS   AND   MANUSCRIPTS. 

The  most  important  work  of  the  year,  perhaps,  has  beeu,  to  the  extent 
that  pecuniary  means  permitted,  the  classifying,  arranging  and  binding  of 
pamphlets  relating  to  Rhode  Island,  and  of  manuscripts  which  had  been 
accumulating  from  the  date  of  the  Society's  formation.  The  pamphlets 
are  about  three  thousand  in  number,  making  three  hundred  volumes, 
treating  of  education,  science,  art,  polite  literature,  biography,  medicine, 
jurisprudence,  philanthropy,  politics,  etc.,  and  furnishing  desirable  mate- 
rial, not  easily  elsewhere  to  be  found,  for  writing  up  the  histoiy  of  each 
department. 

The  manuscripts  examined,  collated,  and  arranged  in  the  order  of  their 
dates,  are  comprised  in  seventy-two  folio  volumes,  and  number  nearly 
twenty  thousand  separate  papers.  These  papers  were  handled  five  times  : 
first,  to  unfold,  spread  and  place  under  weight  to  remove  wrinkles; 
second,  to  repair  such  as  had  been  torn  and  otherwise  mutilated;  third, 
to  classifj'  according  to  subjects:  fourth  to  arrange  according  to  dates; 
fifth,  to  mount  for  binding, — making  the  handling  equivalent  to  examining 
one  hundred  thousand  papers.  The  work,  necessarily  slow,  has  been 
performed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  having  it  in  charge. 
From  extensive  inquiries  among  librarians  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, I  do  not  anywhere  find  that  so  much  similar  work  has  been  accom- 
plished in  so  short  a  time,  at  so  moderate  a  cost.  There  is,  however, 
several  years  of  work  to  be  done,  to  place  our  collections  in  the  condition 
they  should  be ;  and  it  is  hc«ped  that  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  convenient  form  in  which  the  manuscripts  are  now  arranged  for 
examination,  will,  at  an  early  day,  lead  to  measures  which  will  secure  for 
the  large  number  of  yet  unfiled  papers  a  similar  protection  from  loss.  In 
closing  this  statement,  I  would  suggest  the  expediency,  before  the  vol- 
umes are  opened  to  public  inspection  and  use,  that  a  case  be  provided  for 
them,  where  they  can  be  safely  kept  under  lock  and  key;  and  further,  that 
specific  regulations  in  regard  to  examining  them,  and  copying  from  them, 
be  provided,  such  as  governs  other  historical  societies,  in  similar  cases. 

CENTENNIAL    MEMORIES. 

The  year  just  closed  is  rich  in  centennial  memories  honorable  to  Rhode 
Island  prowess.  The  vigor  with  which  Governor  Cooke  and  the  General 
Assembly  applied  themselves  to  the  protection  of  the  one  hundred  aiid 
thirty  miles  of  exposed  coast  line  of  the  Colony;  the  sailing  of  "the  first 
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American  Squadron  that  ever  got  to  sea,"  under  Commodore  Hopkins, 
and  its  successful  descent  upon  New  Providence;  the  capture  of  tlie 
Hawlce  and  the  repulse  of  the  frigate  Glasgow,  of  24  guns,  and  her  tender 
of  eight  guns,  by  the  same  brave  commander;  the  cutting  out  of  two 
British  prizes  in  the  harbor  of  Newport,  by  an  expedition  from  Provi- 
dence ;  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  allegiance  to  the  mother  country ;  the 
building  and  launching  in  Providence  of  two  of  the  thirteen  Ungates 
ordered  by  the  Continental  Congress ;  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
of  which  William  Ellery  and  Stephen  Hopkins  were  signers ;  the  bold 
assault  on  the  Hudson  river  upon  the  British  sixty-four  guuship  Asia,  by 
Capt.  Silas  Talbot,  in  an  old  sloop  converted  into  a  fire-bomb;  the  battle 
of  Harlaem,  in  which  Rhode  Island  troops  were  distinguished ;  the  vol- 
untary continuance  in  service,  at  a  critical  moment,  of  Hitchcock's, 
Varnum's  and  Lippitt's  regiments,  a  prelude  to  the  defence  of  Trenton 
bridge  and  the  battle  of  Princeton ;  these,  and  many  other  events  which, 
in  the  recital,  stir  patriotic  blood,  identify  Rhode  Island  with  "  the  times 
that  tried  men's  souls,"  while  to  the  recent  Centennial  Exposition  in 
Philadelphia,  she  can  proudly  point  for  illustrations  of  a  hundred  years  of 
progress  in  Education,  Mechanic  Arts,  Inventions  and  Manufactures. 

The  year  upon  which  we  have  just  entered  is  no  less  affluent  in  recol- 
lections of  Revolutionary  occurrences,  in  which  Rhode  Island  troops  were 
honoi'ably  conspicuous.  A  prominent  enterprise  deserving  to  be  appro- 
priately commemorated,  was  the  capture,  by  Colonel  William  Barton  and 
a  select  body  of  volunteers,  of  Major-General  Richard  Prescott,  at  his 
quarters  in  Portsmouth,  on  the  night  of  July  10th,  1777.  It  was  a  "bold 
push,''  as  the  General  appreciatively  declared,  and  the  celerity  and  success 
with  which  it  was  accomplished  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy's  ships, 
gave  eclat  throughout  the  countrj'  to  Colonel  Barton's  name.  The  battle 
on  Rhode  Island,  August  29th,  1778,  the  evacuation  of  the  Island  by  the 
British,  in  October,  1779,  the  arrival  of  the  French  Allies  under  Rocham- 
beau  and  DeTerney,  July  10,  1780,  and  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
May  29,  1790,  are  events,  as  their  centeunaries  shall  occur,  that  will  be 
eminently  worthy  of  special  notice  by  this  Society-. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  year  has  been  marked  bj^  the  number  and  value  of  the  papers  read 
before  the  Society,  and  the  numerous  attendance  at  the  meetings  has 
evinced  a  gratifying  interest  in  the  subjects  presented.     The  improvement 
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of  the  grounds,  and  the  substitution  of  an  iron  fence  upon  a  granite 
foundation,  for  the  original  one  of  wood,  will,  when  completed  according 
to  the  plan  of  the  Committee  having  the  same  in  charge,  give  a  desirable 
symmetrical  finish  to  the  entire  enclosure. 

As  in  former  years,  a  large  proportion  of  the  collections  of  the  past 
year  is  the  fruit  of  personal  solicitations  on  the  part  of  the  Librarian. 
The  labor  of  collecting  wliat  is  desirable  to  be  secured  for  our  Library 
and  Cabinet,  either  as  specimens  of  the  early  literature  of  our  State,  or 
as  mementos  of  the  Revolutionarj'^  period,  or  as  relics  of  aboriginal  life, 
could  be  greatly  facilitated  by  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  person  in 
each  town,  interested  in  antiquarian  researches,  to  collect  in  behalf  of 
our  Society,  and  transmit  to  the  Librarian,  materials  of  the  kind  here 
referred  to,  now  to  be  found  (but  rapidly  disappearing)  in  almost  every 
neighborhood.  Old  books,  ancient  manuscripts,  and  modern  fugitive 
literature,  to  which  the  owners  attach  little  value,  but  of  incalculable 
importance  to  the  genealogist  and  to  the  student  of  Rhode  Island  history, 
might  thus  be  I'escued  from  greedy  paper  vats,  whose  devastations  for 
sixteen  years  past  are  saddening  to  contemplate.  In  default  of  such  an 
arrangement,  will  not  the  members  of  this  Society  in  every  part  of  the 
State  individuall}'  exert  themselves  to  increase  our  treasures? 

EDWIN   M.  STONE, 

Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper,  Northern  Department. 
10 
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James  Y.  Smith  died  at  his  residence  iu  the  city  of  Providence,  March 
26,  187C,  in  tlie  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

A  little  more  than  a  week  previous  to  his  death.  Governor  Smith,  while 
in  his  accustomed  routine  of  daily  work,  experienced  the  first  symptoms 
of  paralysis.  He  was  conscious  of  the  significance  of  the  warning,  but 
was  not  intimidated  by  it.  He  bore  the  prospect  of  the  approaching 
struggle  with  complacency,  and  maintained  a  brave  cheerfulness  during 
all  his  remaining  hours  of  consciousness.  The  disease,  after  halting  once 
or  twice  in  its  course,  and  apparently  yielding  to  professional  skill, 
resumed  its  progress  with  increased  violence  which  continued  until  the 
end. 

James  Y.  Smith  was  a  true  example  of  the  vigorous  and  self-reliant 
type  of  American  character.  He  belonged  to  the  class  of  men  who,  in  the 
accident  of  their  spheres,  could,  if  need  be,  found  States,  establish  new 
industries,  and  push  forward  by  sheer  indomitable  will  and  energy  against 
all  obstacles  the  material  interests  of  civilization.  His  life  was  the  natu- 
ral evolution  of  the  native  forces  within  him.  He  owed  little  to  the  aids 
of  adventitious  surroundings,  or  to  any  circumstance  beyond  his  own 
natural  resources. 

James  Y.  Smith  was  born  in  the  town  of  Groton,  Connecticut,  in  the 
year  1809,  and  received  no  other  education  than  that  which  the  country 
schools  of  half  a  century  ago  were  able  to  give.    At  the  age  of  thirteen, 
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circumstances  retniired  liim  to  support  himself  iu  a  grocery  store  in  New 
London,  and  during  tlie  greater  part  of  the  four  j'^ears  that  he  was  so 
employed,  he  was  entrusted  with  the  entire  charge  of  the  business. 

In  the  year  1826,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  removed  to  Trovi- 
dence  and  entered  the  counting-room  of  James  Aborn,  who  was  then 
largely  engaged  iu  the  lumber  business.  Here  his  great  energy  and  busi- 
ness sagacity  were  conspicuous,  and  for  several  years  before  his  retire- 
ment from  that  connection  in  1843.  he  was  a  partner  in  the  firm.  Many 
of  our  older  citizens  will  remember  with  what  zeal  and  absolute  iudifler- 
euce  to  fatigue  and  unseasonable  hours  he  personally  attended  to  the 
unlading  of  the  cargoes  of  lumber  which  came  to  the  yard  of  Aljorn  & 
Smith. 

In  the  year  1838  he  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
goods,  and  after  1843  made  it  his  chief  business.  For  a  period  of  over 
thirty-eight  years  he  has  been  recognized  in  this  community  as  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  and  successful  masters  in  that  industry  upon  which  the 
prosperity  of  our  State  so  greatly  depends. 

Possessed  of  a  most  vigorous  constitution,  reenforced  by  the  simplest 
habits  of  life,  he  accomplished  for  years  iu  the  prosecution  of  his  business 
as  a  manufacturer  the  severest  labors.  The  greater  as  well  as  the  smaller 
afl'airs  were  subjected  to  his  personal  supervision.  The  details  of  the 
manufacture  at  the  mills  were  kept  constantly  under  his  eye,  no  less  than 
the  business  of  the  counting-room  and  of  the  market.  Before  the  build- 
ing of  the  Hartford  railroad,  he  was  accustomed  to  make  regular  journeys 
to  Willimantic,  a  distance  of  forty-eight  miles,  by  carriage,  at  night,  in 
order  not  to  encroach  by  travelling  upon  the  business  hours  of  the  day, 
and  in  the  same  manner,  before  the  Worcester  road  was  built,  he  ke[)t  up 
his  personal  supervision  of  the  mills  in  which  he  was  interested  at  Woon- 
socket. 

In  addition  to  his  own  extensive  business,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  man  in 
the  State  has,  during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  been  so  completely  the 
servant  of  the  people  or  been  appealed  to  more  generally  to  fdl  positions 
of  trust  or  to  give  his  advice  and  time  to  the  private  affairs  of  others. 
The  trust  and  coufideuce  of  the  public  iu  his  personal  integrity  and  sound 
judgment  were  next  to  universal.  While  he  accepted  these  trusts  and  evi- 
dences of  confidence  without  hesitation,  he  was  not  neglectful  of  the  duties 
of  the  least  of  them.  An  office  to  him  was  iu  no  respect  a  sinecure. 
Whether  he  was  called  upon  to  act  as  a  committee  in  building  a  bridge,  a 
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house  for  a  charity,  a  church,  a  school-house,  a  city  hall,  or  to  serve  as  a 
referee  in  a  private  controversy,  or  as  au  appraiser  of  an  estate,  each  and 
every  duty,  the  smallest  as  well  as  the  greatest,  was  conscientiously  per- 
formed. No  one  among  his  fellows  remembers  when  his  seat  has  been 
vacant  at  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Union  Bank,  and  at  the  last  for- 
mal meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Dexter  Donation,  he  was  the 
only  member,  except  the  Mayor,  who  kept  that  almost  obsolete  duty  in 
mind. 

At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  the  President  of  the  Union  Bank,  and 
of  two  savings  institutions,  and  was  also  the  President  of  one,  and  a 
director  in  seven  insurance  companies.  Por  several  j'ears  he  has  been 
active  iu  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Providence  and  Worcester  Rail- 
road, and  at  his  death  he  was  a  valued  member  of  no  less  than  five  com- 
missions under  the  city  government.  To  all  of  these  positions  of  trust  he 
brought  a  sound  judgment,  a  willing  service  and  conscientious  upright- 
ness of  purpose. 

Governor  Smith  served  the  city,  as  its  Mayor,  for  the  years  1855  and 
1856.  He  was  elected  as  the  nominee  of  the  citizens,  in  opposition  to  both 
the  recognized  political  parties,  and  was  tendered  the  office  for  a  third 
term,  but  declined  a  reelection. 

From  1863  to  1865,  inclusive,  he  served  the  State  with  ability,  fidelity 
and  patriotism,  as  its  Chief  Magistrate.  The  period  covered  by  this  ser- 
vice was  a  very  trying  one.  from  the  fiict  that  it  was  the  most  gloomy 
period  in  the  history  of  the  civil  war.  The  quota  required  from  this  State, 
under  the  several  calls  for  troops,  amounted  during  Governor  Smith's 
administration,  to  above  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  men.  The  people 
of  the  State  were  adverse  to  a  draft,  and  this  whole  number  of  men  was 
secured  by  voluntary  enlistment,  but  necessarily  at  a  great  cost  iu  the  way 
of  bounties  and  services  of  recruiting  agents.  In  the  strife  which  politi- 
cal excitement  engenders,  it  is  not  strange  that  with  so  many  conflicting 
and  adversary  interests  to  reconcile  or  to  contend  against.  Governor 
Smith  did  not  altogether  escape  the  shafts  of  partizan  censure  and  attack, 
but  the  sober  judgment  of  the  people  in  reviewing  his  administration  will 
accord  to  him  an  honest  and  sincere  desire  to  uphold  the  honor  and  patri- 
otism of  the  State. 

It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  those  temperaments  which  appear  to 
the  world  to  be  the  most  persistent  and  uncompromising  have  an  oppo- 
site side,  the  most  tender  and  impressionable.  There  are  hundreds  among 
the  humble  whose  eyes  will  moisten  as  they  learn  that  their  friend  is  dead. 
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The  car  of  James  Y.  Smith  uever  refused  to  listen  to  the  story  of  suflfer- 
ing  or  of  v\aiit,  and  liis  hand  was  never  closed  to  relieve  it.  It  was  not 
in  public  only  that  his  charity  was  exercised.  To  many  a  heart  and  home 
has  he  bronght  gladness  and  sympathy  and  help.  There  are  many  rooms 
of  sickness  that  will  miss  his  daily  offerings  of  flowers,  and  many  hearts 
that  will  be  the  sadder  for  the  want  of  his  encouraging  word  and  smile. 
In  the  treadmill  of  his  long  life  he  denied  himself  rest  and  refreshment, 
but  he  delighted  as  he  was  hurrying  through  his  rounds  of  toil,  to  give  a 
lifting  hand  to  those  who  were  less  hardy  in  the  race.  He  illustrated  that 
apothegm  of  Lord  Bacon  :  "  Self  reliance  and  self  denial  will  teach  a  man 
to  drink  out  of  his  own  cistern  and  eat  his  own  sweet  bread,  and  to  learn 
and  labor  truly  to  get  his  living  and  carefull}'  to  expend  the  good  things 
committed  to  his  trust." — Provideyice  Journal. 

Governor  Smith  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1857,  and  a  Life 
Member  in  1873. 

Joseph  Rogers  Brown,  the  first  child  of  David  and  Patience  Rogers 
Brown,  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  was  born  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  January  2G,  1810. 
His  ftither  was  of  Northamptonshire  Englisli  stock,  through  Peter  Brown, 
who  landed  at  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1690.  He  attended  the  district  school 
until  he  was  sixteen.  Having  early  shown  a  marked  mechanical  ability, 
he  used  to  assist  his  father  between  school  hours  in  watch  work  and  in  the 
manufacture  of  clocks,  small  jewelry  and  silver-ware.  For  the  next 
eighteen  months  he  worked  regularly  with  his  father. 

In  tlie  spring  of  1827,  desiring  to  perfect  himself  as  a  machinist,  he 
went  into  the  shop  of  Walcott  &  Harris,  at  Valley  Falls,  where  he  com- 
menced without  any  specific  agreement  as  to  remuneration.  They  put 
him  on  to  rough  work  at  first,  but  soon  finding  that  the  training  received 
in  his  fiither's  shop  had  fitted  him  to  perform  such  labor  as  was  usually 
given  to  older  workmen,  for  the  next  three  months  they  employed  him  on 
the  parts  of  cotton  machinery  requiring  accuracy  and  skill. 

His  employers  fixiling  to  give  him  any  satisfaction  as  to  what  wages  he 
was  to  receive,  he  engaged  himself  to  William  Field,  whose  shop  was  in 
the  same  village,  llei'e  he  was  mainly  employed  in  turning  throstle  spin- 
dles, and  for  his  labor  received  87i  cents  a  day,  doing  the  same  work  la 
quality  and  quantity  as  did  the  men  who  were  paid  one  dollar  and  a  half 
per  day.  In  the  following  spring  his  father  moved  his  work  to  Pawtucket, 
and  he  again  entered  his  employ. 


78  EIIODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

Their  first  Avork  Avas  a  tower  clock  for  the  Congregational  Church  iu 
that  place  followed  by  others  for  Taunton  and  New  Bedford.  On  reach- 
ing his  niajoritj^  iu  1831  he  opened  a  shop  of  his  own  for  the  manufiicture 
of  small  tools  for  machinists,  lathes,  etc.  In  1833  his  father  proposed  a 
union  of  forces,  and,  as  his  own  venture  did  not  prove  as  successful  as  he 
Avished,  he  acceeded.  They  opened  a  shop  iu  Providence  at  No.  CO  South 
Main  street,  and  work  immediately  flowed  in  upon  them. 

In  the  winter  of  1837  their  shop  with  its  contents  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  loss  was  very  heavy  and  the  insurance  amounted  to  but  two  thousand 
dollars.  While  waiting  for  the  shop  to  be  re-built  they  rented  a  small  one 
near  by.  When  the  building  was  finished  the  owners  refused  them  the 
use  of  a  forge  so  they  took  a  portion  of  the  premises  No.  GO  ou  the  same 
street. 

In  1841  David  Browu  retired  from  the  firm.  Just  previous  to  this  date 
Joseph  R.  Brown,  thinking  to  engage  in  the  manufiicture  of  watches,  con- 
structed two  as  an  experiment,  one  with  a  lever  escapement  and  the  other 
with  chronometer  escapement. 

In  1848,  requiring  steam  power,  and  needing  more  room  he  removed  to 
No.  115  South  Main  street.  Here  he  continned  a  general  jobbing  depart- 
ment in  connection  with  the  other  business. 

In  1853,  the  financial  pai't  of  the  business  requiring  more  attention,  he 
associated  with  his  former  apprentice  and  late  employe,  Lucian  Sharpe. 
From  this  time  forward  they  rapidly  acquired  more  floor  room.  About 
this  date  they  constructed  the  illuminated  clock  for  the  fi'out  of  the  State 
House,  Newport,  which  was  the  last  turret  clock  erected  by  them.  They 
however  continued  for  a  short  time  longer  the  construction  of  watch 
clocks. 

In  1858  they  contracted  with  the  Wilcox  &  Gibbs  Sewing  Machine  Com- 
pany for  the  manufacture  of  all  their  machines.  In  1863  watch  repairing 
was  entirely  given  up  by  them.  In  1868  they  obtained  a  charter  under  the 
corporate  name  of  Brown  and  Sharpe  Manufacturing  Company. 

Having  purchased  ample  ground  room  on  Promenade  street,  near  Park 
street,  in  1872,  they  erected  their  present  fire-proof  factory  buildings, 
having  a  floor  area  of  sixty  thousand  square  feet. 

The  tools  and  machinery  employed  in  this  establishment  were,  to  a  great 
extent  designed  by  Mr.  Brown. 

In  1852  he  invented  the  Linear  dividing  engine  for  graduated  divisions 
in  scales  of  measurement.  This  was  the  first  automatic  machine  of  this 
kind,  practically  perfect,  put  in  use  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
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In  18CG,  Samuel  Darling  acquired  an  interest  in  tliis  department  and 
henceforth  this  branch  of  the  business  was  conducted  under  the  style  of 
Darling,  Brown  &  Sharpe. 

In  18G5  Mr.  Brown  invented  his  Universal  Milling  Machine,  with  gear- 
cutting  attachment,  and  since  then  the  Revolving  Head  Screw  Machine, 
the  Universal  Grinding  Machine,  the  Tapping  Machine,  and  the  Screw 
Slotting  Machine,  etc.,  etc. 

By  over  mental  exertion  his  health  became  impaired  and  in  18G8-G9  he 
passed  eighteen  months  abroad.  He  was  much  benefited  thereby,  but  was 
never  able  to  give  such  undivided  attention  to  business  as  before. 

In  later  years  he  was  in  the  habit  of  passing  the  summer  at  the  Isles  of 
Shoals,  N.  H.,  and  at  Star  Island  on  the  twenty-third  of  July,  187G,  after  a 
distressing  illness  of  sixteen  hours,  he  died  fi'om  rupture  of  the  left  ven- 
tricle of  the  heart. 

He  was  buried  from  his  late  residence,  119  Congdon  street,  July  27, 
1876,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  his  family  ground  at  Swan  Point 
Cemetery. 

He  was  of  a  most  genial,  happy  disposition,  and  always  had  a  kind  word 
for  all  whom  he  met,  was  greatly  beloved,  especially  by  his  workmen,  who 
felt  that  to  each  of  them  he  was  a  personal  friend. 

He  had  singularly  high  ideas  of  right  and  justice  in  these  times  of  lax 
morals,  and  carried  them  into  all  transactions  of  every  day  life. 

Among  other  bequests  he  gave  to  his  adopted  city  $10,000  towards  the 
foundation  of  a  free  public  library,  and  $8,000  for  two  free  beds  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Hospital. 

September  18,  1837,  he  married  Caroline  Bowers  Niles,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Susan  Niles,  of  this  citj^,  by  whom  he  had  two  children : 
Walter  Clark,  born  June  U,  1841;  died  January  8,  1843.  Lyra  Frances, 
born  September  13,  1845. 

January  7,  1851,  his  wife  died.  May  3,  1852,  Mr.  Brown  mari-ied  Jane 
Frances  Mowry,  of  Pawtucket,  who,  with  his  daughter  by  his  first  wife, 
now  Mrs.  Edward  I.  Nickerson,  of  this  city,  alone  survives  him. 

Mr.  Brown  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1873,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  decease  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Care  of  Building  and 
Grounds. 

Earl  P.  Mason,  who  has,  for  many  years,  been  closely  identified  with 
the  trade  and  production  of  this  community,  who  was  largely  interested 
in  many  of  its  most  important  enterprises,  and  in  the  management  of  some 
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of  its  largest  conunercial  and  nianiifacturiDg  coucerns,  died  September  21, 
187(5.  He  had  been  in  foiling  health  for  a  considerable  time.  Probably  he 
never  fully  recovered  from  the  shock  which  he  received  from  a  wound 
caused  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  gun  at  the  Burnside  Eifle  Com- 
pany's Works,  now  the  Rhode  Island  Locomotive  Company ;  and  a  still 
greater  shock  in  the  sudden  death  of  his  wife. 

To  name  the  business  enterprises  with  which  Mr.  Mason  was  connected, 
would  be  to  enumerate  half  the  great  concerns  that  have  contributed  to 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  Providence  and  Rhode  Island.  In  the  vari- 
ous manufactures  of  cotton,  of  wool  and  of  iron,  in  the  routes  of  trans- 
portation opened  and  maintained,  by  land  and  by  water,  Mr.  Mason  was 
conspicuous  by  his  investments,  his  counsel  and  his  management. 

Few  men,  in  the  present  or  in  the  past  history  of  Providence,  have  been 
so  conspicuous  in  connection  with  its  material  interests.  Nor  was  he  un- 
mindful of  its  moral  and  intellectual  needs.  He  was  a  liberal  supporter  of 
the  institutions  of  religion,  of  education  and  of  charity.  Few  men  have 
led  so  active  lives.  Rest  seemed  impossible  to  him,  and  sleep  was  hardly 
necessary.  In  the  prime  of  his  vigor,  it  was  said  that  four  hours  of  sleep, 
and  these  in  a  bed  or  in  a  railroad  car,  as  chance  might  offer,  sufficed  for  his 
refreshment,  after  a  day  passed  in  laborious  mental  and  physical  exertion, 
and  prepared  him  for  a  renewal  of  the  ceaseless  work  which  would  have 
exhausted  most  men  at  fifty,  but  which  was  only  healthful  exercise  with 
him.  To  those  who  knew  Mr.  Mason's  habits  of  life,  it  seemed  strange 
that  a  man  could  endure  the  labor  which  he  voluntarily  performed ;  and 
people  say  that  with  care  of  health  and  moderation  of  mental  exertion, 
his  life,  which  already  extended  beyond  the  limit  assigned  by  the  Psalmist, 
might  have  been  greatly  prolonged.  Not  so ;  we  are  not  all  made  alike. 
The  labor  which  would  have  killed  others  sustained  and  freshened  him. 
Labor  could  not  kill  him,  but  he  would  have  sunk  under  idleness,  and 
wasted  away  with  leisure.  He  performed  his  part  and  performed  it  well, 
and  according  to  the  order  of  his  constitution ;  what  would  have  been  vio- 
lence to  other  natures  was  only  in  harmony  with  his. 

Mr.  Mason  sustained  throughout  his  long  and  active  life,  and  in  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  commercial  experience,  the  reputation  of  an  honorable  and 
high-minded  man. — Providence  Journal. 

Mr.  Mason  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1873. 
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Alexis  Caswkll,  D.  1).,  LL.  J).,  foniieily  President  of  BroAvii  riiivcr- 
sity,  died  at  liis  residence  in  rrovidence,  January  8,  1877,  at  the  age  of 
nearly  sevcnty-eiglit  years.  His  illness  had  been  of  less  than  two  weeks' 
duration,  and  was  not  thought  to  be  attended  -tvith  serious  danger  till  the 
third  or  fourth  day  before  its  fatal  end.  It  then  assumed  the  form  of  acute 
bronchitis,  which  he  was  not  able  to  throw  off.  He  died  in  the  full  posses- 
sion of  his  faculties,  and  after  having  been  only  a  few  days  withdrawn 
from  the  activities  of  his  useful  and  honorable  life. 

Dr.  Caswell  was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  in  January,  1799.  He  was 
descended  from  a  sturdy  ancestry  of  farmers  in  Bristol  county,  in  one  of 
Avhose  towns  his  twin  brother  still  resides  in  a  vigorous  old  age.  Choos- 
ing for  himself  a  different  kind  of  life,  he  abandoned  the  occupations  of 
his  earh'  youth,  and  entered  Brown  University  in  1818,  where  he  graduated 
iu  the  class  of  1822,  a  class  distinguished  for  the  number  of  conspicuous 
men  it  contained,  as  well  us  for  tlie  warm  personal  friendships  which  have 
always  bound  its  members  to  each  other.  He  spent  five  or  six  years  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  as  a  tutor  and  professor  in  Columbian  College,  and 
while  there  he  also  studied  theology  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Stoughton,  at  that  time  President  of  the  institution.  In  the  autumn  of 
1828  he  was  appointed  to  the  Professorship  of  Mathematics  and  Natural 
Philosophy  in  Brown  University,  as  tlie  successor  of  the  Rev.  Alva  Woods, 
D.  D.  This  appointment  brought  him  back  to  Pi'ovidence,  and  here  he 
soou  became  thoroughly  identified  with  the  community,  and,  both  as  a 
Professor  and  as  a  citizen,  he  has  always  been  held  iu  the  highest  respect 
and  esteem. 

His  services  as  an  instructor  in  the  University,  beginning  iu  1828,  were 
continued  without  interruption  till  his  withdrawal  from  them  in  the  autumn 
of  18G3,  a  period  of  thirty-tive  years.  In  January,  1868,  he  was  chosen 
President,  and  lield  the  office  four  years  and  a  half,  resigning  it  in  September, 
1872.  His  entire  official  connection  with  the  University  thus  extended 
through  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years  and  a  half,  a  period  longer  than  that  of 
any  other  person  named  iuits  annals,  with  the  single  exception  of  his  distin- 
guished pupil  and  associate,  Prof.  George  I.  Chace,  who  was  an  officer  of  in- 
struction for  forty-one  years,  from  1831  to  1872.  After  resigning  the  Presi- 
dency he  was  chosen  amember  of  theBoard  of  Trustees,  and  in  1875aniember 
of  the  Board  of  Fellows.  He  thus  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life  to  be  inti- 
mately associated  with  the  place  of  his  early  education,  and  iu  the  several 
relations  which  he  sustained  to  it,  he  has  devoted  himself  to  its  interests 
11 
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■with  a  fidelity,  an  ability  and  a  variety  of  honorable  service,  that  uiakes 
bini  conspicuous  among  its  benefactors  and  ornaments.  lie  came  to  it 
very  soon  after  the  accession  of  Dr.  WayLaud  to  its  Presidency,  while  it 
■was  Avithout  endowments  and  with  only  very  imperfect  means  of  scientific 
instruction,  and  while  it  was  still  struggling  with  the  gravest  embarrass- 
ments. He  lived  to  see  it  attain  to  a  large  prosperity,  and  to  a  renown 
which  his  own  services  largely  helped  to  secure.  Though  occupying  the 
chair  of  iMathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy,  lie  for  a  considerable  pei'iod 
rendered  assistance  in  other  departments  of  instruction  with  which  his 
own  was  not  connected,  he  had  much  to  do  with  matters  of  interior  dis- 
cipline, and  w'as  frequently  enlisted  in  soliciting  funds,  tirst  for  the  library, 
and  afterwards  for  other  purposes,  of  the  completion  of  which  the  Uni- 
versity is  now  receiving  the  benefits.  During  all  these  years  of  his  Pro- 
fessorship he  was  respected  and  beloved  by  the  successive  classes  of 
scholars  as  few  instructors  have  ever  been.  His  genial  and  kindly  nature 
always  made  him  preeminently  the  student's  friend,  and  there  are  many 
who  sat  under  his  teachings  who  will  now  recall  some  act  of  indulgence 
for  their  youthful  follies,  or  of  generous  aid  for  their  distresses. 

In  science  he  was  distinguished  rather  for  his  varied  acquisitions  and 
his  extensi-ve  acquaintance  with  the  department  of  science  with  which  he 
■was  connected,  than  for  original  investigations.  Indeed,  mathematics  and 
mechanical  philosophy  aflbrd  but  a  narrow  field  for  such  investigations, 
and  in  astronomy,  not  much  that  is  new  can  be  achieved  without  the  aid 
of  an  observatory.  He  was,  however,  in  constant  communication  with 
those  who  were  thus  engaged,  and  kept  himself  fully  informed  of  the  pro- 
gress which  was  made  in  these  sciences,  and  in  their  applications  to  the 
interests  of  society.  He  w-as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Promotion  of  Science,  and  presided  at  some  of  its  annual 
meetings.  He  was  also  one  of  the  small  number  of  scientific  men  who 
met  in  Washington,  several  years  ago,  under  the  auspices  of  the  govern- 
ment, to  form  the  American  Academy  of  Science.  His  advancing  age, 
however,  has  seldom  allowed  him  to  participate  in  its  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings. 

In  his  relations  to  the  community,  few  men  among  us  have  been  more 
favorabl3'  known  or  more  highly  esteemed.  His  services  have  at  all  times 
been  generously  given  to  the  interests  of  education,  philauthrop}-  and 
religion.  He  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  School  Committee  in 
this  city,  at  a  time  when  such  a  position  had  not  become  an  object  of  ambi- 
tion, and,  before  any  Superiuteudeut  for  the  schools  had  been  appointed, 
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he  was  activel}'  engaged  in  devi.sing  and  canning  into  operation  the  nieth- 
Qils  of  public  instruction,  of  which  we  have  ever  since  been  receiving  the 
benefits;  lu  other  capacities  he  has  constantly  aided  in  sustaining  those 
social  interests  which  are  indispensable  alike  to  the  high  character  and 
real  prosperitj'  of  every  coramnnity,  and  which  always  occupy  the  atten- 
tion and  care  of  the  best  citizens.  He  was  one  of  the  original  Trustees  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Hospital,  and  since  November,  1875,  he  has  been  its 
President.  He  has  given  to  that  institution  a  great  deal  of  careful  atten- 
tion, and,  with  an  occasional  exception,  he  has  prepai'ed  every  one  of  its 
annual  reports.  He  has  during  the  past  few  years  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison,  where  he  has  also  frequently 
conducted  religious  services,  and  in  various  ways,  both  ofHcial  and  unoffi- 
cial, busied  himself  in  the  promotion  of  the  Avell-beiug  of  the  prisoners. 
Ills  published  writings  are  not  numerous  and  thej'  have  been  mainly  on 
scientific  subjects.  They  have  appeared  for  the  most  part  in  scientific 
journals  and  magazines,  and  in  the  reports  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Nor  can  we  omit  to  mention  with  grateful  appreciation,  the  carefully  pre- 
pared meteorological  tables  which,  for  forty  years,  he  has  contributed  to 
the  Journal,  and  which  have  been  looked  for  with  so  much  interest,  every 
month,  by  its  readers. 

Dr.  Caswell  was  a  Christian  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  who  carried 
his  religions  faith  and  principles  graceful!}'  and  without  ostentation,  into 
the  duties  and  scenes  of  his  daily  life.  Though  an  ordained  clergyman, 
and  often  olllciatiug  as  such,  he  was  never  in  charge  of  a  church.  His 
whole  life  was  passed  in  the  study  and  the  teaching  of  science.  He  was  broad 
and  liberal  in  his  Christian  sympathies,  and  delighted  to  commune  on  the 
highest  themes  of  human  thought,  with  the  wise  and  the  good  of  every 
church  and  of  everj^  phase  of  religious  experience.  He  cherished  a  serene 
and  unfaltering  faith  in  the  religion  of  the  Bible,  and  never  doubted  that 
everything  in  science  and  in  the  history  of  the  world  would  at  length  prove 
to  be  in  harmony  with  its  teachings  Avhen  rightly  understood.  With  these 
controlling  moral  qualities  were  associated  delightful  amenities  of  charac- 
ter, which  made  him  a  charming  companion  in  all  the  circles  in  which  he 
moved.  Blessed  with  rare  health  and  with  cheerful  views  of  all  things 
around  him,  he  seemed  scarcely  to  grow  old  with  increasing  age.  but  still 
to  retain  the  spirit  and  manners  which  characterized  him  in  midille  life. 
Though  he  had  readied  nearly  fourscore  years,  he  had  not  ceased  to  be 
engaged  in  public  duties  and  services,  or  to  bear  a  full  share  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  institutions  with  which  he  was  connected.     Thus  has 
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closed  liis  long  and  honored  lile,  a  life  made  illustrious  by  high  character 
and  noble  labors,  and  crowned  with  the  grateful  benedictions  of  those  who 
iitive  been  made  wiser  and  better  by  what  he  has  done  for  them.  —  Provi- 
dence Journal. 

Dr.  Caswell  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1839. 


Amos  D.  Smith,  so  long  known  and  highly  respected  in  this  commu- 
nity, died  January  21,  1877,  in  the  72d  year  of  his  age,  at  his  residence  on 
Hope  street,  Providence.  Mr.  Smith  had  been  in  failing  health  for  more 
than  a  year,  and  his  friends  sadly  anticipated  the  fatal  termination  of  his 
disease.  Few  men  were  better  known  among  us  in  public  or  private  life. 
Born  in  Groton,  Connecticut,  he  came  to  Providence  while  he  was  yet  a 
boy,  and  has  resided  here  more  than  fifty  years.  Endowed  by  nature  with 
a  strong  physical  constitution  and  a  mind  I'emarkable  for  its  vigorous 
activity  and  its  clearness  of  judgment,  uniting  to  a  capacitj"  for  hard  work 
an  nnbending  will  and  an  nnvvearied  pei'severance,  and  governing  himself 
tvnd  his  aims  by  an  honest  and  moral  purpose,  he  achieved  success  in  the 
very  beginning  of  his  career,  and  in  the  humble  labors  and  the  upright  con- 
duct of  the  boy  laid  the  foundations  of  his  prosperity  and  his  character. 
Until  within  a  year  or  two  he  has  been  as  strong  in  body  as  in  mind,  and 
the  day  rarely  passed  that  did  not  see  him  at  his  counting-room  or  on  the 
street.  His  commanding  form,  his  genial  face  and  his  pleasant  manners 
will  be  missed  by  many  a  friend,  who,  in  his  sense  of  loss,  will  sadly  turn 
his  sympathj'^  to  those  whose  bereavement  comes  nearer  to  the  heart,  and 
whose  sori'ows  are  mingled  in  the  memory  of  aflections  as  well  as  of 
virtues. 

Mr.  Smith  became  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  in  1857. 


While  the  preceding  pages  were  passing  through  the  press  two  addi- 
tional deaths  occurred,  which  are  here  inserted. 

Albert  Dailey  died  suddenly  at  the  Kineo  House,  in  IMaine,  March  18, 
1877,  aged  51  years,  5  months  and  G  days.  His  visit  to  Maine  at  this  time 
was  for  business  purposes. 

In  company  with  his  partner,  Mr.  Ira  D.  Sturgis,  Mr.  Dailey  took  a 
drive  through  the  woods  bordering  Moosehead  Lake,  in  the  vicinity  of 
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Mount  Kineo,and  was  returning-  lioniowara  at  about  i  o'clock  in  tlie  aftcr- 
noou.  When  a1)out  four  miles  from  the  Kinen  House,  at  which  he  was 
stopping  during  his  visit,  l\e  stepped  out  of  the  sleigh  for  the  purpose  of 
fixing  a  portion  of  the  harness  which  had  been  disarranged,  and  while 
engaged  in  remedying  the  difticulty,  he  suddenly  raised  his  hand  to  his 
head,  and  with  the  exclamation,  "Oh,  my  head,"  he  staggered  and  fell 
back  into  hi-;  partner's  arms.  He  was  placed  in  the  sleigh  and  driven 
rapidly  to  the  hotel,  but  expired  before  medical  assistance  could  hn  sum- 
moned, in  about  fifteen  minutes.  It  was  thought  at  first  that  he  died  from 
heart  disease,  but  an  intimate  friend  states  that  he  believes  his  death 
resulted  from  an  attack  of  apoplex.v. 

The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Dailey  was  a  painful  surprise  to  his  numerous 
friends,  although  it  was  known  to  Ihem  that  he  had  for  seme  time  been 
troubled  with  rheumatism  of  the  heart,  which  at  times  assi.nicd  a  very 
severe  form.  From  the  somewhat  improved  condition  of  his  health  when 
he  left  home,  hope  was  entertained  that  his  life  might  be  spared  for  years 
of  active  usefulness;  but  Trovideuce  otherwise  ordered.  Mr.  Dailey  was 
the  son  of  Captain  Daniel  Dailey,  long  a  prominent  shipmaster  and  mer- 
chant of  Providence.  lie  was  born  October  12,  1819,  and  on  reaching 
maturity  entered  into  business  with  James  C.  Bucklin,  Esq.,  and  others, 
and  afterwards  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Providence,  in  which  he 
has  since  continued.  At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  his  firm.  He  was  constitutionally  active  and  enterprising,  and  dur- 
ing his  business  life  was  often  a  large  contractor.  Though  making  no 
pretence,  he  Avas  always  interested  in  improvements  calculated  to  advance 
the  prosperity  of  our  city,  and  as  a  member  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  well  as  in  pri- 
vate circles,  he  was  highly  respected.  In  the  depression  that  has  rested  so 
heavily  on  business  for  the  last  three  years,  Mr.  Dailey,  in  common  with 
many  others,  shared.  But  with  hope  strong  of  brighter  times,  he  made 
his  accustomed  visit  to  the  lumber  region  of  Maine,  to  carry  forward  his 
business  plans. 

Mr.  Dailey  was  a  nuin  of  kindly  feelings,  and  in  the  sacred  precincts  of 
home  found  an  enjoyable  retreat  and  relief  from  the  cares,  perplexities  and 
excitements  of  the  business  world.  The  uncertainty  of  life  was  a  thought 
not  unfamiliar  to  him,  or  dismissed  as  an  intruder,  and  there  is  reason  for 
the  belief  that  he  was  not  unprepared  for  an  event  which  has  deeply 
shadowed  with  sorrow  the  home  he  loved,  no  less  than  the  hearts  of  all 
who  best  knew  him.     A  wife  and  four  children  survive  him. 
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Mr  *  Dailej'  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1874,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  was  a  member  of  tlie  Committee  on  the  care  of 
Grounds  and  Buildinij;. 


George  L.  Colt.ixs,  M.  D.,  died  suddenly  at  his  residence  in  Provi- 
dence, August  21,  1877,  aged  fifty-six  years.  He  was  a  native  of  Hopkiu- 
tou,  R.  I.,  and  came  to  this  city  nearly  forty  years  ago,  where,  after  pur- 
suing the  liberal  course  of  studies  at  the  Friends  School,  he  entered  the 
oflice  of  the  late  Dr.  Henry  W.  Rivers.  He  then  took  his  degree  in  medi- 
cine at  the  University  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  1846,  and  in  April  of 
that  year  returned  to  this  city  to  make  it  his  home.  From  that  day  to  the 
day  of  his  death  he  has  gone  in  and  out  among  us  with  an  earnestness  of 
purpose  and  a  devotion  to  his  calling  such  as  few  exemplify. 

He  was  uot  confined  to  the  private  duties  of  his  profession,  but  gave 
liberally  of  his  time  to  the  charitable  institutions  of  our  cit}'.  For  a  long- 
term  of  years  he  divided  with  Dr.  Ely  the  duties  of  attendance  upon  the 
Dexter  Asylum.  For  a  long  time,  too,  he  served  in  the  capacity  of 
attending  physician  to  the  Reform  School.  When  the  Rhode  Island  Hos- 
pital was  opened,  he  first  assumed  the  medical  service  of  that  institution, 
and  continued  for  several  years  to  fill  that  post  in  his  quarter;  and  at  his 
resignation  he  accepted  a  place  upon  the  Board  of  Consultation,  where 
he  was  ever  ready  to  discharge  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  him.  For 
a  long  period,  also,  he  filled  the  post  of  consulting  physician  to  the  Butler 
Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

He  was  one  of  the  foundei's  of  the  Providence  Medical  Association,  and 
for  two  terms  filled  the  chair  of  its  presiding  officer.  Under  his  adminis- 
tration new  life  was  infused  into  its  meetings,  and  a  higher  character 
given  to  its  proceedings.  Twice  he  was  made  President  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society,  and  to  this  organization  he  brought  the  same 
active  spirit,  infusing  into  it  new  life,  increasing  the  number  of  its 
meetings,  adding  to  its  scientific  labors,  and  aiding  to  establish  a  fund  for 
the  purpose  of  printing  its  proceedings.  On  frequent  occasions  he  rep- 
resented this  Society  in  the  American  IMedical  Association;  especially  on 
two  occasions,  when  it  met  in  New  Orleans,  and  at  its  meeting  in  San 
Francisco.  At  the  latter  meeting  he  Avas  made  one  of  its  Vice  Presi- 
dents, and  on  the  return  trip  he  was  one  of  a  few  members  who,  under 
the  lead  of  Dr.  Toner,  of  Washington,  established  an  organization  called 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Club,  whose  meetings  are  held  each  year  at  the  time 
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of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  whose  membership  is  limited 
to  those  who  were  in  attendance  npon  the  meeting  in  San  Francisco. 

To  these  pnblic  services  of  a  professional  nature  he  added  others  out- 
side of  that  line.  For  twenty  years  he  was  prominently  connected  with 
the  Franklin  Society,  and  contributed  to  its  meetings  many  papers  of 
great  interest  on  subjects  connected  with  comparative  anatomy  and  other 
scientific  studies.  He  for  a  time  filled  a  place  in  the  management  of  the 
Providence  Athenaeum.  In  1858  he  w'as  made  one  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Brown  University.  He  also  was  long  connected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Friends  School  in  this  city,  and  filled  many  important  places 
in  connection  with  the  aflairs  of  that  denomination.  All  these  various 
trusts  show  tlie*eslimate  which  was  placed  upon  him  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, lay  and  professional,  and  are  a  just  tribute  to  his  sound  sense  and 
his  calm  judgment. 

These  same  characteristics  marked  his  presence  in  the  sick  room.  If 
he  did  not  bring  with  him  that  gleam  of  sunshine  which  is  the  gift  of 
heaven  to  some  men,  he  bronght  what  gave  equal  comfort,  a  calm,  earnest 
manner,  a  careful  study  of  all  that  pertained  to  the  case,  and  a  cool  and 
ripened  judgment  whicli  begat  confidence.  Among  his  professional 
brethren  there  was  none  whose  opinion  carried  more  w'eight,  and  was 
more  fretpiently  sought  than  his.  His  mind  was  always  alert  to  pursue 
any  new  suggestions,  and  after  >veighing  them  carefuUjs  it  awarded  them 
their  due  place.  He  was,  consequently,  always  abreast  of  the  progress 
made  in  the  healing  art;  he  was  not  one  of  those  to  be  left  behind,  to 
content  himself  with  what  he  had  acquired.  His  natural  taste  for  science 
found  ample  scope  for  its  employment  in  his  professional  studies,  and  it 
■was  to  these  that  he  devoted  the  time  snatched  from  the  arduous  labors 
of  his  daily  life. 

Some  months  before  his  decease  Dr.  Collins  made  a  voyage  to  Europe 
for  the  improvement  of  impaired  health,  and  on  his  return  hope  was 
entertained  that  he  might  be  fully  restored — a  hope  destined  soon  to  be 
disappointed.  In  his  last  moments  he  was  spared  physical  suflfering,  and 
those  eternal  realities,  Avhich  he  never  shrank  from  contemplating,  have 
become  for  him  a  possession  forever. — Providence  Journal, 

Dr.  Collins  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society  in  1851,  took  an  active  part  in  its  adaii^,  and  was  a  frequent  con- 
tributor to  its  collections.  For  several  years  and  to  the  time  of  his 
decease,  he  was  one  of  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  New  Members. 
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